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Gunman slay 6 Algerian FLN members 

rym m — Gunmen haw shot dead six member of 
Algenas legal opposition National Liberation Front (FLN1 
pjffty, whose leader is under fire from the government for 
joining peace talks abroad with outlawed Islamists The 
official Algerian news agency said on Saturday that th* ^ 
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official Algerian news agency said On Saturday that the six 
men, aged between 43 and 61, were Wed on Thursday in 
the village of Lahlef, Rehzane province, some 255 
kilometres southwest of Algiers. APS quoted a security 
force statement which blamed the Idifings on “aimed 
tenorsts.” the official term for anti-regime guerrillas. The 
[ FLN is among eight main opposition groups, includin g the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), which signed a 
joint proposal in Rome on Friday aimed at endin g their 
cram try’s dvO strife (see page 12 ). 6 
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King, Saleh 
'review Arab 
.relations 

-AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein tele- 
1 phoned Yemeni President 

■ AJi Abdullah Saleh on Satur- 

■ day and disenssed with him 
. bOaterai relations, the Jordan 
.News Agency, Petra, said. 
-The King and Mr. Saleh 
• stressed the need to end <fis- 
. putes among Arab countries 
.and to unify the ranks of tfav 
-Arab Nation to enable it to 
’-counter challenges faping it. 

7 the agency said- * ’* ‘ 

-Palestinians, 

Saudis agree on 
pilgrims 

JERUSALEM (R) — 
•P alestinian and Saudi offi- 
cials have agreed to double 
I the number of Pales tinians 
Jfrom Gaza and the West 
Bank who may make the 
-pilgrimage to Mecca each 
Zyear, a Palestinian official 
said cm Saturday. “The Saudi 
-authorities accepted our re- 
'quest to allow 15,000 Palesti- 
-nian pilgrims to visit. Mecca 
this year,” said Nabfl Shaath. 
This year’s pilgrimage wflQ be 
in early May. Hassan 
'Tahboub, the Palestinian 
‘Official in charge of religious 
-affairs, recently visited Saudi 
"Arabia to discuss die matter. 
"Dr. Shaath said the Saudis 
would offer logistical facili- 
-ties to the Palestinian pfl- 
"grims and Egypt would allow 
them to use the EFArish 
^airporL 

.Communists win 
Uzbek elections 

f ASHKfeNT (AFP) — 
Uzbekistan’s communists 
won a crushing overall , vic- 
tory in the second roimd^pf " 
general elections and wifi 
hold at least 231 of the nesf 
parliament’s 250 seats,: the 
■duly People’s Word -said 
Saturday. The 'state- 
controlled daily said 243 seats 
have been allocated following 
the Dec. 25 and jan. 8 elec- 
tions. Die remaining seven 
seats will be decided in a 
delayed poll on Jan. 22, be- 
cause voter turnout fell short 
of the 'minimum 50 per cent 
in these constituencies. The 
electoral commission said 
88.3 per cent of eligible vo- 
ters took part in the second 
round against 93.6 per cent in 
the first round. The new par- 
liament, or Oh' Majlis, will 
comprise 250 deputies, half 
as many as the old Supreme 
Soviet. The communist Popu- 
lar Democratic Party (PPD), 
with its 231 seats, will face 
only token opposition from 
the Party of National Prog- 
ress (PNP) winch won 32 
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Syria builds first 
quake centre 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria, 
located in an active earth- 
quake area, on Saturday 
53pened its first , earthquake 
monitoring centre. The SI . 8 
milKon project win provide 
data on seismic activities 
through 20 ground stations 
spread around Syria. The 
project is financed by the 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social De- 
velopment. Seven of the 

S id stations have already 
built and the rest will be 
completed by the end of this 
year, officials said. The cen- 
tre's chief,- Hassan Abo 
Roumieh, told Renters the 
feriBty, whidi began test op- 1 
orations in December, re- I 
carded a najor earthq uake in’ ! 
northeast Syria measuring 4.7 
® the Rjchtm scale on Dec. 
«■ No damages or injuries 
Were caused. 

14 rebels 
killed in Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
fcjcw have killed 14 Kurdish " 
feoels and lost two of their 
own men in operations in the 
®utheast of the country, the 
^nxtoha news agency re- 
ported Saturday. Eight of the 
^ Ws, belonging to the Knr- 
^ Labour Party (FKK), 
killed in the Diyarbakir 
[JWfl, the others in thc Hak-’ 
w and Mardin sectors, the 
* 3 ncy said, quoting a state- 
tNfetfrom Diyaibalrirprefeo- 
On Friday a Turkish 
P9we helicopter crashed for 
known reasons. 


S. Arabia said massing 
troops on Yemen border 


Vff-M - 


SANAA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia has massed forces 
near the border with Yemen, 
including warplanes and mis- 
sile launchers, Arab diplo- 
mats here said Saturday. 

Meanwhile, a high-level 
Syrian delegation visiting 
Riyadh tried to mediate be- 
tween tiie two neighbours 
whose forces have dashed on 
the disputed border several 
times since the May-July 1994 
Yemeni civil war. 

The Saudi military build- 
up, started earlier in the 
week, was focussed on the 
Saada and Mahara provinces 
on Yemen’s northern border, 
said the diplomats, quoted by 
the French news agency 
AFP. 

In Riyadh, Arab diplomats 
also said the situation on the 
border was “very tense” 
Saturday. 

They said a Syrian delega- 
tion led by Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam , 
which travelled to the Saudi 
kingdom after visiting Sanaa, 
was mediating “to defuse the 
tension.” 

One diplomat, who asked 
not to be named, said Saudi 
Arabia' “is still sending 
troops, heavy weapons, in- 
dodmg missfle launchers and 
F-16 warplanes, dose to A1 
Bnq region in Saada province 


and Mahara province to the 
west.” 

The sources did not give 
details of Yemen’s military 
forces in the area. 

Sanaa has deployed several 
units on the border in recent 
months as part of an army 


reorganisation. 

Mr. Khaddam, accompa- 
nied by Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Ai Sharaa, discus- 
sed the situation in the region 
Saturday with Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Bin 
Abdul Aziz. 

The Syrian officials Friday 
banded King Fabd a message 
from President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Earlier they gave Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
a similar message, which 
dealt with efforts to improve 
Arab relations and “restore 
solidarity,” the official 
Yemeni news agency SABA 
said. 

Mr. Saleh spoke to King 
Hussein and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak by tele- 
phone Saturday, SABA re- 
ported. 

They discussed Arab rela- 
tions, the Middle East peace 
process, and “effons made to 
achieve inter-Arab recon- 
ciliation and greater Arab 
solidarity.” 

Officials from both coun- 


tries said Friday a high-level 
Yemeni delegation would go 
ahead with a visit to Saudi 
Arabia called off earlier in 
the week after a dash on the 
border. 

They said the visit, origi- 
nally set for 'Wednesday, 
would instead take place 
Saturday. 

Yemen's Parliamentary 
Speaker Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Ahmar was to lead the de- 
legation, which would in- 
clude Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim A I Iryani and Planning 
Minister Abdul Kader 
Bajamal. 

The delegation is to meet 
King Fahd with the goal of 
paving the way for a trip to 
the kingdom by Mr. Saleh, 
according to officials in 
Sanaa. 

But tiie plans were dis- 
rupted by the border inddent 
on Tuesday. 

The president and King 
Fahd discussed steps taken to 
contain the inddent during a 
telephone conversation later 
the same day, according to 
SABA. 

Official in Sanaa said 
Saudi-armed Yemeni tribes- 
men occupied a border post 
in the northeast of the coun- 
try and hoisted the Saudi 

(Continufed on page 7) • 



Inter-faith team returns from Vatican 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Islamic-Chrisuan delegation on Saturday 
concluded a three-day visit to the Vatican where it met with Pope 
John Paul II and officials at the Vatican’s Inter-Faith Dialogue 
Department. Senator Kamel Al Sharif,, who headed the delega- 
tion, said the delegation presented a memorandum to the Pope on 
interfaith dialogue and the need to work on a just world peace in 
addition to other issues such as developments in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and Checbenya. Mr. Sharif said the memo also dealt 
with religious minorities and penecution facing them, media 
campaigns distorting the image of Islam and misrepresenting the 
question of Jerusalem in a way ignoring its importance for Muslim 
and Christian Arabs. The delegation members urged the Pope to 
use his power to protect Jerusalem and the rights of its Muslim and 
umstian residents. The delegation also met with the Vatican's 
foreign minister and exchanged with him views on various issues 
and the role of the Vatican in supporting Humanitarian causes. 
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Jerusalem should 
not be a cause for 
disunity— Kabariti 
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King, Mubarak 
discuss relations 


Chechens hold onto palace 
in face of Russian assault 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
1 Chechen fighters doggedly 
held on to the presidential 
palace here late Saturday in 
the face of a fierce assault by 
Russian forces. 

Russian television station 
NTV quoted its Grozny cor- 
respondent as saying the 
compound of the palace, 
symbol of the Chechens* 
(hive for independence, had 
itself at one stage been the 
scene of clashes with Russian 
soldiers fighting Chechen de- 
fenders inside the building. 

Chechen fighters said Rus- 
sian forces had tried to sur- 
round the parliament build- 
ing opposite the palace. 

“The Russians briefly man-, 
aged to take die building 
tracked by armoured vehi- 
cles, but we retook control 
and we currently hold 25 
Russian prisoners in. the baser 
ment,” said Hamzat Gaur- 
gashvili, commander of a 
battalion of special Chechen 
forces. 

He said dashes around the 
palace bad largely tailed off 
Saturday evening bat were 
continuing elsewhere, not- 
ably around the central mar- 
ket square and the Cosmos 
cinema, some .300 metres 
away. 

The commander added 
that the Rusaans still held no 
key building in Grozny. 

■ Three Russian deputies 
from the reformist Democra- 
tic Choice party meanwhile 
denounced the Chechenya in- 
tervention as a “war crime 
without precedent.” and de- 


manded that those responsi- 
ble be “severely punished,” 
Interfax reported. 

“Russian democracy is too 
weak to oppose the military,” 
Mikhail Molostvov said on 
'.returning from the region. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has made a tragic 
mistake m the conflict with 
Chechenya and is paying a 
hefty price, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
said. 

. “I think they’re suffering 
very considerably in world 
opinion. I believe that what 
they’ve done has set back 
their progress toward demo- 
cracy, ’ Mr. Christopher said 
.in a CNN television inter- 
view. 

Mr. Christopher is travell- 
ing to Geneva on Monday for 
a meeting with Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
and the crisis in Chechenya 
will top the agenda. 

He said he would tell his 
Russian counterpart that the 
“indiscriminate killing of 
women and children, the ex- 
cessive use of force are all 
things that are of great con- 
cern to the world commun- 
ity.” • 

Mr. Christopher said he 
had spoken with Mr. Kozyrev 
by telephone earlier in the 
week and that he admitted 
that the violence in 
Checbenya. was "an awful 
situation, a tragic situation — 
and be indicated be was look- 
ing for a way out.” 

German Chancellor Hel- 


YeJtsin he “understood” 
Russia's difficulties in restor- 
ing Moscow’s rule in 
Chechenya during a sym- 
pathetic phone call, the 
Kremlin said. 

“The chancellor declared 
his understanding of the 
situation's difficulties,” Mr. 
Yeltsin’s spokesman 
Vyacheslav Kostikov said. 

Mr. Kostikov accused 
NTV television of misrepre- 
senting Friday’s telephone 
conversation by faying Mr. 
Kohl had criticised Mr. Yelt- 
sin's handling of the Chechen 
crisis. 

“This does not correspond 
with reality,” Mr. Kostikov 
said. 

Confirming this view of 
events, the German weekly 
Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Sonntagszeitung said that in 
an interiew to be published 
Sunday that Mr. Kohl gave 
Mr. Yeltsin his full support. 

The U.S. administration 
has been more outspoken in 
its condemnation of the 
bloodshed in Chechenya over 
the last few days after having 
tittle to say in the opening 
days of the conflict late last 
year. 

President Bill Clinton Fri- 
day issued the strongest 
objections to date concerning 
Chechenya when he spoke in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

While repeating bis stance 
that is part of the Russian 
Federation and that he sup- 
ported the territorial integrity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Saturday ex- 
changed views on bilateral 
relations and issues to be 
discussed at an expected 
meeting between the two 
leaders on Feb. 1. 

In a telephone conversa- 
tion. King Hussein and Mr. 
Mubarak stressed the need to 
overcome disputes among 
Arab countries and to take 
unified stands on issues fac- 
ing the Arab Nation, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Mr. Mubarak is expected 
to visit Jordan on Feb. 1. his 
first trip to the Kingdom 
since ties were strained dur- 
ing the 1990 Gulf crisis. Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Friday. 

The trip was agreed a day 
earlier in talks between Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Kabariti. 

King Hussein bas visited 
Cairo twice since the crisis. 

Jordan and Egypt also 
agreed on Saturday to hold a 
• meeting of the joint- 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 


Committee in the first half of 
March. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and his Egyptian 
counterpart Atef Sedki 
agreed to convene the meet- 


ing in a telephone contact 
made by Mr. Sedki to con- 
gratulate Sharif Zeid on 
assuming his post as prime 
minister. 

The two discussed 
J ordani an-Egypti an relations 
and means of enhancing 
them, Petra said. 

Congratulations 

Sharif Zeid also received 
two cables from the emir of 
Qatar, Sheikh Khalifah Ben 
Hamad Al Thani, and Qatari 
Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifah Al Thani con- 
gratulating him on forming 
his new government. 

The Qatari emir and crown 
prined wished Sharif Zeid 
luck in carrying out bis 
duties. 

They also wished the 
Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity 
under the leadership of King 
Hussein. 

Sharif Zeid also received a 
cable from Bangladeshi 
Prime Minister Khalida Zia 
congratulating him on .form- 
ing his new government. Ms. 
Zia wished Sharif Zeid good 
luck and the Jordanian peo- 
ple further progress and 
prosperity under the lead- 
ership of King Hussein. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti said Saturday that 
Jerusalem should not be a 
cause of controversy and dis- 
unity among Arab and Isla- 
mic countries. Such con- 
troversy and dis Unity would 
give Israel the pretext to in- 
terfere in the affairs of Isla- 
mic holy sites in Jerusalem 
and lead to incidents similar 
to what happened in the Ibra- 
hixm Mosque last year, Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

In a statement on toe eve 
of his departure for Morocco 


don to the meetings of the 
Jerusalem Committee of toe 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) due to open on 
Monday, Mr. Kabariti said 
Jordan would not relinquish 
the custodianship of toe Isla- 
mic holy sites in Jerusalem to 
any non-Arab or non-Islamic 


He said the issue of Jor- 
dan’s custodianship of Isla- 
mic sites in the Holy Gty was 
not listed on toe agenda of 
the committee’s meetings, 
but might be discussed as an 
emergency issue. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment, he said, has held con- 
tacts with all the parties con- 
cerned with the Jerusalem 
question. 

“I contacted the Palesti- 
nian brethren during my visit 
to Egypt and the contacts 
continued till last night." It 
was agreed m principle that 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, trill visit Jordan-on - 
Jan. 25, bat a definite date 
was not set for toe. visit.” said 
Mr. Kabariti, adding that 
such a meeting should be 
preceded by meetings of the 
ministerial-level Jordanian- 
Palestinian technical commit- 
tees on Jan. 23 and 24. 

Before his departure, Mr. 
Kabariti briefed the cabinet 
on toe outcome of his visit to 


Egypt on Thursday and His 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and senior 
Egyptian officials. 

The foreign minister, who 
has described the outcome of 
his visit as extremely success- 
ful, announced that His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Mr. Mubarak will meet in 
Amman on Feb. 1. 

He said his Cairo talks 
produced agreement on a 
joint position vis-a-vis the 
question of Jerusalem and 
Jordan's role in maintaining 
toe holy shrines in toe occu- 
pied city. 

The cabinet, meeting 
under toe chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, named toe de- 
legation accompanying Mr. 
Kabariti to the two-day OIC 
meeting. The delegation will 
include several ambassadors 
and officials. 

The Council of Ministers, 
which was briefed by Sharif 
Zeid on the outcome of toe 
talks held by King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Thursday, 
discussed several domestic 
issues. 

Earlier Saturday, toe direc- 
tor of the Foreign Ministry's' 
information department, 
Ahmad Mbeideen, said Jor- 
dan supports any Arab or 
Islamic position aimed at 
safeguarding the Arab- 
Isiamic custodianship of the 
Islamic holy .places in Jeru- 
salem. 

“Jordan's position vis-a-vis 
the status of Jerusalem does 
not contradict with ■♦■her 
Arab concepts with rega- to 
Palestinian politr.al 
sovereignty over Arab Jeru- 
salem,” Mr. Mbeideen said. 

“Jordan does not wish to 
have any differences with any 
other Arab or Islamic party 

• 

(Continued on page j) 


PNA demands settlement freeze 


mut Kohl has told President (Continued on page 7 ) 


GAZA (Agencies) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity in self-rule Gaza on Satur- 
day called for an immediate 
halt to the expansion of Jew- 
ish settlements in Gaza and 
toe West Bank, authority 
members said. 

Ahmad Qouriea, in charge 
of economics in toe author- 
ity. said settlements were toe 
top priority at the weekly 
cabinet meeting. 

“This activity was at the 
top of our agenda today. It is 
illegal, it is an obstacle, it 
should be frozen completely. 
There should be no settle- 
ment activities until we reach 
toe final status.” 

The agreement allowed 
some 4,000 settlers in Gaza 
and over 120,000 in toe West 
Bank to remain in place 
under Israeli protection. 

The issue was to be left for 
a later stage of negotiations 
but recent attempts to ex- 
pand toe settlements have 
angered Palestinians who 


have demanded the con- 
troversial matter be addres- 
sed immediately. 

Nabii Shaath, a senior au- 
thority member, said that ax 
the final stage of the peace 
agreement all Israeli settle- 
ments should be removed 
from toe Gaza Strip. 

A leading member of the 
Hamas group on Saturday, 
called on Palestinians to re- 
sist Jewish settlement in Gaza 
and the West Bank by sabot- 
age as well as aimed struggle. 

Mahmoud Al Zahhar told 
a seminar at Gaza’s Islamic 
University to close roads 
leading to settlements, cut 
electricity lines, ban Palesti- 
nian labourers from working 
in settlements and demons- 
trate at the entrances of set- 
tlements daily. 

Former Palestinian nego- 
tiator Haidar Abdul Sahfi, an 
independent, speaking at toe 
Gaza gathering, accused 
Israel of supporting toe set- 
tlement activity. 


“Tile Israeli government is 
supporting settlers’ efforts to 
establish a Jewish state in toe 
whole land of Palestine,” he 
said. 

Hamas bitterly opposes the 
PLO-Israel deal and supports 
armed attacks on Israeli 
targets- Dr. Shaath rejected 
Dr. Zahhar’s call for sabot- 
age. telling reporters: “We 
have committed ourselves to 
peaceful methods of feeing all 
our problems.” 

Also on Saturday, armed 
Jewish settlers dashed with 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
town of Hebron, Palestinians 
and toe Israeli army said. 

Both sources said the set- 
tlers, led by Rabbi Moshe 
Levinger, provoked toe dash 
by throwing stones at Palesti- 
nians in toe town centre. An 
army spokeswoman said sol- 
diers fired shots to disperse 
them. 

Palestinians said one man 
was wounded by a rubber 
bullet and three by stones. 


The army said it had no 
report of casualties. 

Near Hebron, Palestinians 
threw stones at bulldozers 
paving a road for a Jewish 
settlement. At the West 
Bank village of Deir Qaddis, 
Palestinian farmers planted 
olive trees in a symbolic claim 
to a piece of land near toe 
. neighbouring Jewish settle- 
’ ment of Matityahu. 

Israeli settlers on toe West 
Bank said Saturday they now 
number more than 340,000, 
an increase of five per cent 
since the September 1993 
autonomy deal with the 
Palestinians. 

Israel Radio said toe set- 
tlers used local tax returns to 
establish they number 
141,000 people. 

The settlers had previously 
kept silent on the five per 
cent increase since toe auton- 
omy deal so as to prevent the 
government from halting col- 
onisation as part of measures 
to advance the peace process. 


Palestinian Movement for Democracy takes shape 


By Lunis K. Andool 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A GROUP of Palestinians, 
led by Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, is seeking to form a 
new movement that would ■ 
help lead the Palestinian 
people out of toe current, 
political crisis which is 
largely the result of disillu- 
sionment with the limited 
self-rule agreement signed 
on Sept 13,1993. 

The new movement does 
not present itself as an 
alternative to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO). Rather it seeks to 
reunify Palestinian ranks 
around such erttdai issues 
as rejection of any solution 
short of an independent 
‘Palestinian state and demo- 
cratic Palestinian institu- 
tions. 


A draft proposal pre- 
sented by Dr. Abdul Shafi, 
the former head of the 
Palestinian delegation to 
toe peace negotiations, re- 
fers to a broad-based popu- 
lar movement that aims at 
attaining peace on the basis 
■ of a two-state solution — 
Israel and a Palestinian 
state — and the right of 
Palestinian refugees to re- 
turn to their homes. 

The proposal, which is 
being debated by Palesti- 
nians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and the 
diaspora,, calls for .the 
formation of a “movement 
for building democracy in 
toe Palestinian commun- 
ity.” It contains no refer- 
ence at all to the Oslo 
self-rule agreements, but 
considers the Palestinian 
initiative of 1988 that called 


for a two-state solution as toe 
basis for a peaceful solution 
to the Palestinian problem. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, membership in the 
new Movement for Demo- 
cracy is open to individuals 
from all political trends and 
is not based on a coalition 
among the existing Palesti- 
nian factions. 

Advocates of toe new 
movement present it as the 
third alternative, toe first 
being to the political line 
represented by the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) and toe second by 
Hamas, toe Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement. 

But undermining Hamas 
is not one of toe move- 
ment’s aims, and members 
of Hamas and toe Palesti- 
nian Authority can in prin- 
ciple join the movement if 





Haidar Abdul Shall 

they accept and adhere to 
its declared objectives. 
“Many Palestinians do 


not support the PNA 
although they are either 
secular or believe ia a 
negotiated settlement with 
Israel based on toe imple- 
mentation of United Na- 
tions resolutions,” ex- 
plained one Palestinian 
source. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi derided 
to initiate the movement 
after contacts he made with 
many Palestinian personali- 
ties and groups during a 
visit to Amman last month. 

The widely respected 
leader then formulated a 
three-page draft proposal 
that was sent Out to many 
Palestinians in toe occupied 
territories and abroad on 
Jan. 5. 

A reading of the draft 
proposal indicates that it is 
still a very general broad- 
line document that does 


not take a clear position on 
the PNA and the Oslo 
agreement. It also fails 


short of outlining a strategy 
or plan of action for toe 
Palestinians to pursue from 
now on. 

During his short visit to 
Amman, Dr. Abdul Shafi 
told toe Jordan Times he 
believed that specific goals 
and a strategy could only 
be formulated after wide 
consultations. 

He said that his contacts 
and discussions had re- 
vealed wide differences on 
toe shape and the goals of 
toe movement. While some 
are seeking a clear-cut 
opposition that calls for the 
removal of toe self-rule au- 
thority, others are seeking 
a democratic mass move- 
ment whose goals develop 
gradually. 


The draft formulated by 
Dr. Abdul Shafi does not 
exclude any option regard- 
ing toe direction that the 
movement could take. 
Thus it could prove to be 
an alternative to toe cur- 
rent leadership, repre- 
sented by the Palestinian 
Authority, or it could rep- 
resent a broad-based 
opposition movement. 

The call for a new move- 
ment was a direct result of 
toe lack of progress on 
negotiations to implement 
toe second phase of toe 
self-rule agreement involv- 
ing a redeployment of 
Israeli troops in the occu- 
pied West Bank and 
Palestinian elections. 

Palestinian anger over 
the expansion of Israeli set- 

(CantSnaed on page 71 
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Delegation from U.N. Gulf crisis 
compensation committee arrives 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A delegation 
representing a U.N. commit- 
tee handling compensation 

applications from direct and 

indirect victims of the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
arrives here today (Sunday) 
to discuss the status of claims 
from Jordanians to the panel. 

. The delegation, headed by 
Michael Raboin, assistant 
secretary-general of the com- 
mission. visits Jordan in re- 
sponse to an invitation by the 
government of Jordan and 
will hold talks with senior 
Jordanian officials and others 
dealing with the applications 
for compensation. 

The main problem imped- 
ing the completion of the 
committee's work is the lack 
of funds. The committee's 
work is limited to evaluating 
applications and forwarding 
its findings and recommenda- 
tions to a governing council , 
which has the final say in 
approving and releasing pay- 
ments from a special U.N. 
fund set up after the Gulf 
war. 


ernments which suffered 
direct or indirect losses as a 
result of the invasion of 
Kuwait and the ensuing crisis 
runs to tens of billions of 
dollars. 

Yahya Utaibi, secretary- 
general of the Amman-based 
Returness Compensation 
Committee which handles 
Jordanian applications to the 
fund, said 110.000 claims 
were Hied by Jordanians 
under the various categories 
as stipulated by the Geneva- 
based committee on the basis 
of death and injuries, person- 
al losses, loss of property, 
toss of contracts etc. 


Figures have varied be- 
tween S28 million and £40 
million as the amount avail- 
able to the fund after several 
governments transferred pan 
or full value of Iraqi funds 
held with them as called for 
by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 

Thirty per cent of proceeds 
from all Iraqi oil exports will 
be transferred to the fund as 
and when Iraq resumes its oil 
sales after the international 
sanctions on that country are 
lifted/eased. 

The total amount of com- 
pensation sought by indi- 
viduals, companies and gov- 


The minimum amount of 
compensation payable to an 
approved claim is 52,500. 

The compensation commit- 
tee paid S982.000 in mid-1994 
to 241 Jordanian applicants 
whose claims were based on 
death and injuries under 
category “B." 

According to a copy of the 
recommendations and deci- 
sions of the committee made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, the panel studied 503 
claims from Jordan in the 
first phase of its considera- 
tions. The committee said 
232 of the claims were not 
eligible for payments, trans- 
ferred six to other categories 
and classified 24 claims as 
“miscellaneous claims." 


Two hundred and eighteen 
Jordanian claims studied 
were related to death and 285 
to serious personal injury. 

Category “B” applications 
filed horn Jordan totalled 
nearly 700. but officials say 
that some of them did not 
qualify to be in that category. 

In its mid-1994 recom- 
mendations and decisions, 
the committee studied a total 
of 1.119 claims and recom- 


mended 52.747.SX) in pay- 
ment. 

The highest number of suc- 
cessful claimants were from 
Kuwait (303). and they were 
paid 51 .397.500- Jordan came 
second (241 claims — 
$982,000), followed by the 
United Kingdom (39 claims 
— $107,500), Sri Lanka (34 
claims — 5110,000), France 
(21 claims — $52,500). the 
U.S. (11 claims — $35,000). 
Pakistan (seven claims — 
$22,500), Poland and Thai- 
land (four claims each: 
S10.000), China (two claims 
— $5,000), and Australia, the 
Slovak Republic. Iran. 
Kenya. Mauritius and the 
Federal Republic of Yugosla- 
via (one claim each — 
$2,500). 

Mr. Utaibi said Saturday it 
was not known when the 
commission would study the 
rest of the cases and when 
claimants could expect pay- 
ment or a ruling on their 
applications. 

“We are closely following 
up with the com mi nee. and 
we are sure that all claims will 
be studied and payments will 
be made at some point." said 
Mr. Utaibi. “But we don't 
know when the work would 
be finished and when the 
governing council would 
make a decision." 

The Security Council re- 
solution ordering compensa- 
tion for Gulf crisis victims “is 
not negotiable." and. as 
such, the claims will have to 
be sealed sooner or later, he 
noted. 

According to Mr. Utaibi. 
the very fact that the Jorda- 
nian government had invited 
the delegation arriving here 
today was a strong indication 
of Jordan's determination to 
press the case of its 
claimants. 


Mr. Uieibi rold Reuters 
the team will hold talks with 
top government officials on 
technical aspects related to 
Jordan's total claims of SS 
billion submitted before a 
U.N. deadline for submission 
of individual and governmen- 
tal applications at the end of 
1994. 

Over S4 billion of Jordan's 
SS billion compensation 
claims are filed by individuals 
for personal losses and Jorda- 
nians who owned enterprises 
in Kuwait, he said. 

The Jordanian government 
claims an esdmated $4 billion 
in national losses from the 
influx of its citizens who 
strained its economy and in- 
frastructure. 

Jordan was also expected 
to seek compensation from 
the U.N. for the losses it 
incurred as a result of higher 
freight costs and shipping 
charges brought about by the 
four-year enforcement of the 
international sanctions 
against Iraq by U.S.-led 
warships in the Red Sea .The 
Kingdom is also expected to 
demand compensation for 
fees it is paring to the Lloyd’s 
Register, which maintains a 
presence at Aqaba to observe 
al! incoming and outgoing 
cargo. 

The delegation will hold 
talks with the ministers of 
interior, foreign affairs and 
labour. The minister of 
labour is also president of the 
Returnee Compensation 
Committee. 

The discussions would be 
technical in nature, and a 
local report said the commit- 
tee in Geneva was having 
some problems with compu- 
ter diskettes provided by the 
Jordanian panel containing 
the details of applicants and 
claims. 


Palestinians satisfied with talks on Mideast bank 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A Palestinian participant ex- 
pressed his delegation's satis- 
faction on Tuesday with the 
results of the just-concluded 
talks here on establishing a 
Middle East Development 
Bank, one of the noteworthy 
recommendations of the Mid- 
dle East/North Africa Econo- 
mic Summit held in Casab- 
lanca last October. 

H assail Abdul Rahman, 
chief representative for the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Washing- 
ton and a member of the 
Palestine Authority’s delega- 
tion to the talks, said the 
proposed bank “will facilitate 
in the future the financing of 
national and regional infras- 
tructures and thereby firmly 
establish the (Mideast) peace 
process." 

Mr. Abdul Rahman spoke 
as delegates from the 39 par- 
ticipating countries and inter- 
national organisations were 
heading home after agreeing 
on the formation of a task 
force to come up with “de- 
tailed proposals’’ for the 
proposed bank. 


The task force will be con- 
sidering such matters as the 
bank's “mandate, mem- 
bership, eligibility for bor- 
rowing. relationship to other 
institutions, operational func- 
tions, capital requirements, 
governance, and interim 
arrangement,” according to a 
three-page statement spelling 
out the “summary conclu- 
sions’’ presented by U.S. 
Undersecretary of State for 
Economic Affairs Joan E. 
Spero, who co -chaired the 
two-day meeting at the State 
Department here. 

The PLO joined Egypt. 
Israel and Jordan in produc- 
ing “a paper outlining their 
vision" of the bank and “a 
number of regional and non- 
regional delegations" sup- 
ported the proposal, the 
statement said. 

Ms. Spero explained at the 
briefing: “I am not pretend- 
ing to say that there has been 
a decision to sign on the 
dotted line for a tank. But I 
would say chat the difference 
of opinion narrowed quite 
significantly. 

This was in reference to 


some Arab, reportedly Saudi 
Arabian, reluctance to en- 
dorse the bank outright, 
although Spero emphasised 
that “all parties were open to 
consideration of a bank.” 

She went on to cite two 
reasons for this turnaround: 
.“One is. and I think most 
overwhelmingly important, 
the statement and the posi- 
tion of the four countries 
(PLO, Israel. Egypt and Jor- 
dan). Not only did they pre- 
sent a common paper, not 
only did they present a com- 
mon view, but they forcefully- 
argued and jointly argued 
and jointly negotiated — to 
the extent there was a nego- 
tiation — their position. They 
argued very strongly to say. 
‘You told us to get together. 
You told us to develop as an 
economic region. You told us 
you wanted these things. 
Now we are coming to you 
and telling you what our 
proposal is. and we ask you 
to respond." 

The second reason, she 
added, is that several of the 
participants in the Casablan- 
ca conference have examined 


“the son of options and the 
needs" 3fter their meeting in 
Morocco and many con- 
cluded that “if what you want 
is new funding that “if what 
you want is new funding 
capacity, promotion of re- 
gional development, the ex- 
isting mechanisms don't get 
vou there.,.." 


The,, task force will be 
meeting monthly, beginning 
March S in Washington, to 
come up with the proposals 
for endorsement by the 
second economic summit 
conference scheduled to be 
held in Jordan in October. 


Another complementary 
proposal to be looked into by 
the task force is “a forum for 
regional cooperation" which 
came primarily from some 
European countries 
although. Ms. Spero added, 
they “remain very open to 
examination and considera- 
tion of a bank." 

Nevertheless, she con- 
tinued. the bank remains “a 
very strong option" because 
the idea emanates from the 
rosier,. 


Denktash to give his view on peace to U.S. envoy 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash said on Friday he was 
anticipating talks with Presi- 
dent BUI Clinton's special 
emissary, expected to visit 
tbe divided island this month. 

Mr. Denktash at the same 
rime gave a warning of a 
Greek-Turkey war if Greek 
Cypriots went into the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) before a 
resolution of the problem 
that has divided Cyprus since 
1974. 

If Greek Cypriots inte- 
grated with the EU Turkish 
Cypriots would do the same 
with Turkey, Mr. Denktash 
told Renters. 


“The encouraged Greek 
side... will react violently and 
may attack us. This will drag 
Turkey as a matter of honour 
and obligation... into an 
armed conflict which may 
eventually bring the involve- 
ment of Greece, hence a 
Greco-Turkish war." 

New York attorney 
Richard Beattie is expected 
in Cyprus on Jan. 22 as Mr. 
Clinton's special envoy. 

“I myself welcome tbe 
arrival of President Clinton’s 
sped a/ emissary who is pro- 
jected as one of tbe best legal 
brains in the United States," 
said. Mr. Denktash. 

“If Mr. Beattie is coming 


with an open heart and open 
mind ...I hope he will report 
to the president that 31 years 
have been misued by this 
great power (USA) and great 
injustice and discrimination 
has been done to Turkish 
Cypriots. 

"So far American involve- 
ment, because of the Greek 
lobby and the noise it makes 
in the USA has encouraged 
Greek Cypriots to intransi- 
gence and has not been help- 
ful,” Mr. Denktash said. 

Mr. Denktash leads a 
breakaway republic in the 
north, declared unilaterally 
in 1983 and recognised by- 
Ankara alone. 


Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops invaded tbe north in 
reaction to a coup in Nicosia 
by advocates of union with 
Greece. 


Turkish Cypriots date the 
problem to 1963 when a joint 
republic formed in 1960 
under Turkish. Greek and 
British guarantees collapsed 
in jr.ter communal violence. 


Egypt’s militants 
make comeback 
in New Year 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's Mus- 
lim militants, hit hard last 
year by arrests and execu- 
tions, have made a vigorous 

revival in the New Year, be- 
lying the government’s repe- 
ated boast that it has broken 
tbe back of the movement. 

Gunmen thought to be 
militants struck another blow 
at the tourist industry on 
Thursday evening when they 


opened fixe on a train from 
the southern resort town of 
Luxor, wounding two Argen- 
tine tourists and four Egyp- 
tians. It was the first attack 
on a tourist train since March 
last year. 

And on Jan. 2, in four 
operations which showed un- 
usual bravado and coordina- 
tion, militants disguised as 
police dragged policemen off 
buses and summarily ex- 
ecuted them in public. 

The militant Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah (Islamic Group), 
the main organisation trying 
to overthrow the govern- 
ment, ended three months of 
silence to claim responsibility 
for the killings. 

A Gamaa statement res- 
tated its aims as “confronting 
the regime.. . and defending 
religion and liberties until our 


billion, from $1,229 billion 
between January and Oct. 
1993, the prime minister’s 
office said. 

The revenue is at least $1 
billion less than the country 
could earn from tourism if it 
was at peace, economists say. 

Tbe government continues 
to reject any political solution 
to end what it talk terrorism 
but in recent months it has 


put less emphasis on alleged 
foreign aid for the Gamaa 


foreign aid for the Gamaa 
and more on the domestic 
roots of tbe thinking behind 
violent fundamentalism. 


‘The terrorists have their 
roots at the bottom of socie- 
ty,” Education Minister Hus- 
sein Bahaeddin, a vigorous 
campaigner, told a seminar of 
intellectuals in December. 


“We have managed to 
check tbe spread of terrorism 
and throw off the cloak of 
Islam beneath which they 
(the militants) have tried to 
hide... but we are chipping at 
the tip of tbe iceberg, most of 
which is hidden under the 
water,” he added. 


people in Egypt enjoy the 
freedom they want under 


freedom they want under 
Islam.*’ 

In the first 12 days of the 
year, 29 people have been 
killed in political violence, 
compared with an average of 
about for a week since tbe 
Gamaa began attacking in 
March 1992. 

A new element is tbe fre- 
quency with which tbe mili- 
tants kill civilians they sus- 
pect are police informers — 
at least three of these have 
been gunned down in the past 
week. 

The conflict has now 
spread along most of the Nile 


Muslim fundamentalists, 
some of them sympathetic to 
acts of violence, are wide- 
spread in Egypt society. They 
include many teachers, 
lawyers, doctors and other 
influential professionals. 


The government's re- 
sponse, often echoed by pil- 
lars of the clerical establish- 
ment. has been to try to 
project a different vision of 
what it says is true Islam — 
flexible, tolerant, progressive 
and cosmopolitan. 


valley between Minva pro- 
vince to the north and Gena 


vince to the north and Gena 
province to the south — a 
stretch of about 350 
kilometres. 

An outpost near Cairo 
came to light n Jan. 8 when 
police shot dead five sus- 
pected militants in a satellite 
down. 

But tbe undisputed centre 
is the area around the town of 
Mallawi, where a permanent 
night curfew is in force and 
people think twice before 
stepping abroad even in 
broad daylight. 


But it is one man’s word 
against another and does not 
wash among the angry young 
men who see Islam as a radic- 
al panacea for ills such as 
corruption, hypocrisy, pover- 
ty and slights to national and 
Islamic pride. 


The government has also 
failed to strike up an effective 
alliance with natural friends 
such as liberals, leftists and 
democrats, many of whom 
say the authorities have made 
too many concessions to the 
hardline Islamic establish- 
ment. 


5 killed 


Heavily armed police units 
go out on search-and-destroy 
missions through the sugar- 
cane fields where the mili- 
tants hide and rarely take 
prisoners if the militants open 
fire at them. 


Crack security forces shot 
dead four Islamic militants 
during a raid on their hideout 
in the troubled Mmya region 
of southern Egypt Saturday 
while another group of mili- 
tants killed a police officer, 
authorities said. 


The militants train in the 
desen beyond the narrow 
strip of irrigated land, 
ambush and kill sole police- 
men. steal their weapons and 
usually escape back to their 
hideouts. 


Most embassies advise 
their citizens to confine their 
visits to southern Egypt to 
the town of Luxor and 
Aswan, so far immune from 
the sporadic attacks on tour- 
ists. 


Special Interior Ministry 
police first surrounded a 
Coptic Christian cemetery 
in Bani Mazar, around 180 
kilometres south" of Cairo, 
where militants of Gamaa 
were hiding. 

Four militants fled and 
police gave chase, killing 
three of them in a gunbattle 
in the streets. A 65-year-old 
man was also shot and 
wounded in the dash. 


Official statistics suggest 
that the decline in the tourist 
industry has now levelled off 
and there is anecdotal evi- 
dence that violence at the 
current level has lost its 
novelty value and some of its 
effect as a deterrent to tour- 


The fourth militant was 
shot dead later in another 
part of the town, police said. 

Nine bombs and three pis- 
tols were found, along with 
documents linking the mili- 
tants to the Gamaa. 


One of tbe dead was identi- 
fied as a 22-year-old student 
from tbe University of 
Minya. 


Tbe veteran politician who 
has declared he would not 
run for a third five-year term 
when his tenure at 'the pres- 
idency runs out in April, said 
he would take his final deci- 
sion fcv the end of this month. 


In the first 11 months of 
last year 2.381 million people 
visited Eg ypt, compared with 
2.335 million in the, same 
period of the previous year. 
But tourist revenue in the 
first 10 months fell to $1,213 


Islamic militants mean- 
while shot dead a 45-year-old 
policeman. Farghali Mehanni 
Mehran, in front of his family 
in the village of Qaiba near 
tbe militant stronghold of 
Mallawi, 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Western Sahara vote set for October 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security Council 
said Friday that it would no longer delay a Western Sahara 
vote on self-determination and would hold it in October 
with a transition period beginning on June 1. The referen- 
dum has been delayed several times because of difficulties 
in identifying eligible voters in the Western Sahara, where 
Morocco and tbe Polisario Front have been battling for 
control of the territory. The area was a Spanish colony until 
1975. Western diplomats have said that the Western Sahara 
issue could move forward this year since it is in the interests 
of both sides to hold the referendum. If Polisario loses, a 
statute granting autonomy could still be negotiated later, 
they said. The 15-member council also voted to extend 
until May 31 the mandate of the 334-member mission in the 
Western Sahara. U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
has recommended that 105 police and at least 51 officials be 
added to the mission. Observers from the Organisation of 
African Unity axe expected to help the process of identi- 
fying eligible voters. 





African Unity axe expected to help the process of identi- ijjtd ■ ersitv staff who ca 
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Lebanese police seize Liberal books deterr 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese police have confiscated three universities 

books by the late liberal Islamist writer Al Sadeq Al in graduating n £ . 

Nahevoum because Muslim authorities considered men J® 11 ' 

harmful to Islam, a police spokeswoman said on Saturday. 

The books were seized on Friday at the request of the office 

of Lebanon's Sunni Muslim mufti Mohammad Rasbid UnH (*0115 i I wvtlv 

V.Kk-t,; linear , lau allnuiintf nf T rhonmV llluU * 


The books were seized on Friday at the request of the office 
nf Lebanon's Sunni Muslim mufti Mohammad Rasbid 


of Lebanon's Sunni Muslim mufti Mohammad Rasbid (*003 I ' 
Kabbani, under a law allowing beads of Lebanon’s 
religious groups to order confiscation of books they ( . 

consider offensive to cheir beliefs. Therhree books, winch UaN (fcrra/ ~~ ‘V 
have been on sale throughout the Arab World for several |L id Cabinet direct!* 
veaxs, are “Voice of the People, Drama of a falsified uUsirv' of PuNi*-' ^ * 

an. 1 ! “Telam Airainct Tci am 11 !■ ttlll [Jli$ IT1 


Culture," “Islam imprisoned" and “Islam Against Islam,' 


which broke sales records last month at an annual Arab C (Joanna lenders ior :n .- 
book fair at the Information Ministry in Beirut. Mr. ! L ( tjon and repair ot 
Naheyoum’s writings call for reconsideration of traditional ^unl roads in ihe co\- 


■jjuJe followed . 


months ago in Geneva. His publishers said his books have ,-wdinc to Moham- 

■ , c 1 .La a U nr i J j S. ELWi“«'5 - ■ 


never previously been confiscated in the Arab World and fj; ur Hfrcct*: 

, n |. nr inwmatinnal hnnlr hi, 'J • 


are currently on sale at the Cairo international book fair, Dep-±r:men[ 

Moroccan satirist says his plays banned : hjr :he 

RABAT (R) — One of Morocco’s best known entertainers 11 ion*fo r 


said on Friday the authorities have banned him • " 

rtis-urinir hie estinml nlouc in rwintTV wifhmtr owifto 1 3S ULHU12 1 ■ • 


showing his satirical plays in the country without giving a j* “J™? ^ ^ 

reason. “The authorities have decided to ban my pieces inP™ 1141 JD / ni,ll . on ^ “ 
all the cities of the kingdom and withhold permission forf r f 1 ,_ wl 1 tunae< - 
the staging of my plays," Ahmad Senousi, who is known as W I 03115 ; 

Bziz, told Reuters. The popular actor recently said thep 1 ^ Ioiai budget iJs/rr.. 
authorities had banned the showing of his play “The VaiSo®®! 1 ^ been dln> 
and the Suitcase” in the towns of Fez and Marrakesh: Hepfof agricultural roadMr. 
says the play has now been banned in Casablanca. The pfayp® re ? ons . added Mr. 
mocked the government's human rights record and controfpK 
of the arts and media. Mr. Senousi is also a human rigtopu§ min:<:r\ 

activist. “By banning my plays, they are depriving KwraJ projects n- 
Moroccan people of the right to laughter and enjoyment. Ipi Ae construction of 


think this is very serious because it means we no loi 
have the right to be satrical in this country.” Mr. Sen 
said. An official at the Ministry of Human Rights said I 
were aware of the ban on Mr. Senousi. “We are exami 
the case but unfortunately it is up to the regional pt 
authorities to decide on such matters,” the official a 
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Mr. Senoussi has been banned from appearing on Morocjame road linking Maaa- 
can television for years, nn • ■ fib Urn Al Anud which 
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Iran cleric says satellite ban certain 


TEHRAN (R) — A member of a powerful Islamic dem 
council that reviews laws passed by Iran's parliament sai 
on Friday the council had backed a parliament bi 
outlawing satellite dishes, leaving only a funding hitch toi 
solved. “Parliament took the justified step to ban the nsec 
satellites, and the Guardian Coundl has approved 
there are just some financial problems concerning ’* 
application to solve.” said leading cleric, Ayatollah Mohan 
mad Emami Kasbani during a Friday prayers sennra 
broadcast on Tehran Radio. The Guardian Council (A 
jected to two articles of the bill passed by Iran's parlisroa 
last week outlawing satellite television equipment becaw 
of the extra costs they would entail for the government 
Iran's IRNA news agency said on Wednesday. Tb 
Guardian Coundl often asks parliament to change bills an 
provide the needed budget for their application. SatelEs 
dish owners will have one month to turn in their equip 
ment, after the- bill receives final approval from tb 
Guardian Coundl or face fines of up to three million rial 
($1000 at the open market exchange rate). 
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Israel Military Industries head quits 


weeklv 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Military Industries (IMI A 
Director-General Gadi Komissar has resigned from to Ifj 
post after four years over differences with the board d u V/ [ 

directors on restructuring IMI, his spokesman said ® g- 

Friday. Israel Radio said Mr. Komissar was opposed » By (w 
restructuring IMI, convened from an arm of the Defend ^ ^ T King 
Ministry into a state company in 1990, into a hokfis? Jordan Times 
company with subsidiaries. “The directors want sufr ^ 
si diaries. He wanted divisions. That was not accepted, A weeklv 

said spokesman Avihai Ben-Yaacov. News of the resign* Al Fur- 

tion came on Friday evening, and government offia^N ^ first and 
were not immediately available to comment. The radio said “w newspap er 
Mr. Komissar warned restructuring plans now afoot ww® c l Ossified 

not contribute to and could damage IMI. Mr. Komissar'i ^ win soon 
spokesman declined to elaborate further on the resign 1, women's 

non Hesaid a formal statement would be issued ; '4mY nt nte rnaiional 
Sundav. The resignation was made on Friday afternoon J* '4j( ». 1 Com 6anu 
said. IMI, hard hit by post-cold war defence cuts, dropp 03 % 2uhafr 

us work force to 5,620 in 1993 from 7,228 m 1992 - 4T r *ently r 
compared with 11,150 employed in 1990. Last sumurf / cm - 

there were reports it would lay off 1.200 of its work's** P^senth, w S 
because of a drop in sales. 2**- 
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MEETING UNIVERSITY STAFF: Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday receives a group of 
Yannouk University staff .vbo called at the prime 
ministry to congratulate him on forming his new 
government. Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker told the group 
that the government was determined to support 
Jordanian universities’ efforts towards achieving ex- 
cellence and in graduating highly qualified students. 


Stressing the importance of quality, Sharif Zeid said 
that Jordanian universities should serve as centres of 
enlightenment, which eqjoy freedom of expression 
and free and open dialogue and as centres for 
scientific research benefiting the entire country. 
Speakers for the group wished the new government 
success in its mission (Petra photo) 


ii 

Road construction, repairs to start earlier — ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — In re- 
sponse to Cabinet directives,' 
tbe Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing will this month 
start floating tenders for the 
construction and repair of 
agricultural roads in the gov- 
emorates, which is nearly 
two months ahead of the 
schedule followed in previous 
years, according to Moham- 
mad Ensour, director of the 
ministry’s Roads Department 
Saturday. 

Mr. Ensour said that the 
ministry has a budget alloca- 
■ lion of JD 63.995 million for 
toads during 1995; treasury 
will fund JD 42 million and 
the rest will be funded 
through loans. 

Of tbe total budget item, 
JD 23 million has teen allo- 
cated for agricultural roads in 
various regions, added Mr. 
Ensour. 

During 1995, the ministry 
will start several projects in- 
cluding the construction of 
tbe 72-kilometre Ras Naqab- 
Aqaba Road which is ex- 
pected to cost JD 40 million, 
the 36-kilometre Kar&k 
Qatameh Road which will 
cost JD 26 million, the 14.5- 
' kilometre road Unking Mada- 
ba with Um AJ Amad which 
will cost JD 9 million and the 
15-kilometre North Stnu&fiJa 
Road at the cost of JD 10 
million. 

•During 1995, Mir. Ensour 
added, the ministry will also 
complete the 31.5-kQometre 
Zara-Ghor Haditba Road in 
tbe Jordan Valley which is 
expected to cost JD 20 mil- 
lion, the eight kilometre 
htrid-North Shuneh Road at 
JD 8 million and the 30- 
kilometre Arda-Jordan Val- 
ley Road at about JD 4.5 
million. Work on these roads 
began m previous years, he 
said. 
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The road between Salt and the Jordan Valley (FUe photo) 


Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker Friday issued 
directives to government de- 


partments and ministries 
urging them to implement 
projects as early as possible 


during the fiscal year to avoid 
requiring any re-allocation of 
funds. 


Arabic advertising weekly 
to expand into women’s issues 


By Cathy King 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A weekly 
Arabic newspaper, A1 Fur- 
sa, which was the first and 
is stfll the only newspaper 
in Jordan to host classified 
advertisements wall soon 
expand to cater to women’s 
readership. International 
Investment Company 
General Manager Zubair 
Nabulsi said recently. 

Selling, buying, renting 
and letting presently de- 
pend on two main methods 
of advertising; commercial 
advertisements or word-of- 
mouth. 

The first is costly, the 
second free, but limited. 

Classified advertisements 
provide what each of the 
other two lack — an inex- 
pensive (possibly free) 
means of advertising that 
stretches beyond the neigh- 
bourhood. 

“We hvc in a social socie- 
ty.” Mr. Nabulsi said in an 
interview with the Jorckfh 


Times. 

"Most people rely on 
friends, family, relations or 
posted signs to buy and sell 
things, hot now with the 
steady growth of the eco- 
nomy, people don’t have so 
much spare time to go 
through those procedures,” 
he added. 

Under the ownership of 
International Investment 
Trading Company, A1 Fur- 
sa Arabic weekly newspap- 
er was launched in October 
1993. 

Solely dedicated to 
advertisements, A1 Fursa 
tabloid offers that which no 
other newspaper in the 
Kingdom offers — a classi- 
fied advertisement section. 

The newspaper costs 200 
fils, but classified advertise- 
ments are free of charge. 

"If you are looking for 
something like a car to buy 
or a flat to rent, then you 
should pay for the service 
of having many options 
listed at your disposal,” 


Mr. Nabulsi said. 

Despite a JD 40,000 pub- 
licity campaign and high 
printing costs, Mr. Nabulsi 
said that A1 Fursa was now 
breaking even, although 
aot, as yet, making a profit. 

Distribution currently 
reaches 6,000 to 7,000 
readers a week, but, he 
said, at some exhibitions, 
additional copies are distri- 
buted freely as a prom- 
otional bid. 

A1 Fursa will shortly 
attempt to fill another gap, 
according to Mr. Nabulsi, 
who added that the news- 
paper and magazine mar- 
ket lacked a locally pro- 
duced women’s publica- 
tion. 

According to women’s 
activist Asma Khader, 
there are publications, but 
their issuance is sporadic 
because of poor financial 
support and inadequate 
distribution. 

Ms. Khader added, 
however, that a new maga- 
zine, Assafira^ recently 


launched its first issue and, 
she said, it remained to be 
seen, if it would continue 
regularly. 

Mr. Nabulsi told the Jor- 
dan Times chat a licence to 
produce written material 
had already been obtained, 
and for the meantime. in- a 
formation and articles were 
being collected. 

"We want to address 
women's matters, prob- 
lems, feminism, methods of 
education, awareness of 
rights," among other issues 
such as cooking tips, re- 
cipes, and fashion, he said. 

Women's activists Haifa 
Abu Ghazaleh and 
Buthaina Jardaneb are 
being consulted, Mr. 
Nabulsi said, for informa- 
tion, suggestions and 
advice. 

The expanded newspap- 
er is expected to begin in 
March, he anticipated, and 
pending its success, it may 
be increased to two weekly 
editions. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
tbe listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 

SOUTH AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL 

ft Him entitled “Taxi to Soweto” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition entitled “Phase II- Doors and Win- 


dows” by Jordanian artist Ghada Dahdaleh. Also 
showing an exhibition by contemporary Arab 
artists at Darat A1 Funun. 

ir Exhibition of works by Hala Mahayni at the Petra 
International Hotel in Aqaba. 

fr Exhibition of abstract art by Zakaria Baraka t at the 
Hooting Bank Gallery. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
finance, foreign affairs, agri- 
culture and education com- 
mittees Saturday elected new 
chairmen to replace those 
who were appointed minis- 
ters to the newly-formed 
Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

The Finance Committee 
will play the role of watchdog 
over the various government 
department’s expenditures 
and will ensure that these 
departments follow the 
general terms and provisions 
of the 1995 fiscal budget, said 
new chairman Hashem Dab- 
bas who replaced Ali AbuJ 
Ragheb, now minister of in- 
dustry and trade. 

Dr. Dabbas said his com- 
mittee would support and 
help the Audit Bureau in its 
drive to maintain control 
over department’s financial 
activities and would actively 
help in the process of econo- 
mic reform. 

Meanwhile, the newly- 

Jordanian, 
Palestinian 
commerce 
groups sign 
protocol 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Chambers of Commerce of 
Amman and Nablus Saturday- 
signed a protocol to promote 
trade and investments in Jor- 
dan and Palestine. 

Die protocol provides for 
facilitating the missions of the 
business community from 
either side and encouraging 
them to launch joint invest- 
ment projects. 

■ Muath Nabulsi. president 
of the Nablus Chamber of 
Commerce told Jordan Televi- 
sion that Nablus continues to 
provide Jordan with veget- 
able oil, soap, stone for 
building, and vegetables and 
fruits. 

Expressing satisfaction 
with the protocol Mr. Nabulsi 
said that it opens the way for 
direct exchange of informa- 
tion on joint investments in 
the two countries and poten- . 
. .rial cooperation, in economic 
affairs, noting that, the .pro- I 
tocol signed Saturday com- 
■plements the one signed two i 
weeks ago between the coun- 
terpart federations of cham- 
bers of commerce. 

Haidar Murad, president 
of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, signed the pro- 
tocol with Mr. Nabulsi. 

Die protocol will definitely 
back the private sectors on 
both sides, said Mr. Murad 
who also expressed hope that 
Jordan and Palestine will 
soon finalise and conclude 
the overall Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic agree- 
ment. 

Iraq says 
5, 000 dead 

(Continued from page 12) 

The Financial Times 
quoted a spokesman for the 
delegation, Edmund Sykes, 
as saying the companies in- 
volved were aware they 
might be playing into the 
hands of Iraq. 

Some British firms are con- 
cerned that they are losing 
trade to rivals from other ‘ 
countries whose governments 
may be less strict about en- 
forcing the United Nations 
embargo. France is actively 
campaigning for the trade 
ban to be relaxed. 

Algiers cool to 
opposition call 

(Coa tinged Grom page 12) 

early on Saturday by Alge- 
rian security forces in 
Algiers. 

But ANSA, which said it 
had learned of the arrest 
from the Algiers correspon- 
dent of Spain's EFE news 
agency, said it did not know 
the motive for the detention 
or the whereabouts of Mr. 
Zaaf and bis children. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Bank announced a S150 mil- 
lion economic rehabilitation 
loan for Algeria to provide 
urgent assistance for econo- 
mic reforms and help meet 
the population’s basic needs. 

The loan has a 17-year 
term with a five-year grace 
period. 

The money was aimed at 
speeding up the economic 
transition toward a market 
economy and developing a 
private sector in Algeria, the 
bank said in a statement. 

Algeria endured a stagnant 
economy while its population 
grew 2.5 per cent in the last 
year. 





Abdullah Ensour 

elected chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, Abdullah Ensour, 
said in a statement Saturday 
that the committee would 
focus on Israel’s withdrawal 
from occupied Jordanian ter- 
ritories on Feb. 10. Dr. En- 
sour said his committee' 
would maintain contacts with 


Hashem Dabbas 

envoys of various embassies 
in Jordan and with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) delegation 
here to discuss regional eco- 
nomic development matters. 

The new committee chair- 
man, who was elected to suc- 
ceed Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
now foreign minister, said 
that Israel's withdrawal from 


Jordanian territories will take 
place in coordination be- 
tween the two sides without 
the presence of any interna- 
tional observers, noting that 
Israel and Jordan have de- 
rided that they will not have 
demilitarised zones separat- 
ing the two countries. 

The House Agriculture 
Committee elected AH Shatti. 
as its chairman to succeed 
Nader Thuheirat who be- 
came minister of municipal 
and rural affairs and the en- 
vironment. 

The House Education 
Committee elected Abdul 
Majid Al A q cash as chairman 
to succeed A wad Khleifat 
who became minister of 
youth. 

It was also announced 
Saturday that tbe Lower 
House will convene Sunday 
afternoon to hear govern- 
ment replies to queries raised 
by deputies and to refer 
several draft laws to special- 
ised committees for study. 




tt£ 






Minister of Administrative Development tion spheres with visiting Yemeni Minister 
Mohieddin Toq Saturday discusses bi- of Administrative Reform Sadeq Abu Ras 
lateral cooperation in public administra- (Petra photo) 

Yemen, Jordan explore cooperation 
in public administration areat 


AMMAN (Petra) ~ Ybftteni 
Minister of Administrative 
Reform Sadeq Abu Ras 
Saturday opened official talks 
with Minister of Administra- 
tive Development Mohieddin 
Toq on bilateral cooperation. 

Speaking to reporters after 
the meeting, Mr. Abu Ras 
said the two sides discussed 
exchanging expertise and 
training in public administra- 
tion. 

The Yemeni minister was 
briefed on Jordan's experi- 
ences in the field of civil 


service and administrative re- 
forms as well as legislation 
aimed at upgrading public 
administration in Jordan. 

The two rides discussed 
prospects of Yemen benefit- 
ing from Jordanian experi- 
ences in training Yemeni per- 
sonnel at the University of 
Jordan and other institutions. 

Mr. Abu Ras briefed Dr. 
Toq on Yemen's endeavours 
to upgrade its public adminis- 
tration rystem. 

The Yemeni minister said 
that Jordan and Yemen 
maintain very strong ties, and 


he hopedTthar they would 
continue to coordinate on all 
matters. 

He also voiced apprecia- 
tion of Jordan's support for 
Yemen’s unity. 

In his statement upon 
arrival here Friday Mr. Abu 
Ras said that bis country was 
currently discussing with Jor- 
dan an appropriate date for 
convening a meeting of the 
higher Jordaman-Yemeni 
joint committee to discuss 
further steps to advance bi- 
lateral ties. 



Environmental action week 
to start in Aqaba today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian Environment Soci- 
ety (JES), in cooperation 
with the German Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation, today 
begins a week of environ- 
mental programmes in 
Aqaba.^ according to the 
foundation’s representative, 
Walter Rudel. 

A total of 34 students and 
young environmentalists will 
receive a week’s training in 
the techniques of solving and 
visualising environmental 
case-studies. 

, Intensive knowledge on 


some major global and 
national environmental 
events will be provided and 
related printed material will 
be distributed, said Mr. 
Rudel. 

Additionally, together with 
the Aqaba branch of JES, an 
evening forum on Aqaba and 
the marine environment will 
be conducted, during which 
all environmental hazards in 
the port-city will be discussed 
and ways and means of- 
approaching them will be 
Suggested, he said. 

During the morning ses- 
sions, a comprehensive en- 


vironmental exhibition will 
be on display, and students 
from Aqaba schools will get 
guided tours and proper in- 
troductory information on 
global, regional and national 
environmental conditions, 
Mr. Rudel said. 

0 

Environmental action 
weeks are organised through- 
out the year in all major cities 
in order to increase know- 
ledge and awareness in 
favour of environmental pro- 
tection and well-being in Jor- 
dan, said the foundation rep- 
resentative. 






World News 

Big power envoys meet Bosnians 
after Sarajevo routes reopen 


SARAJEVO (R) — Big 
power envoys met Bosnian 
Muslim leaders Saturday for 
talks on a peace settlement 
after the United Nations 
scored a major victory by 
forcing rival sides to reopen 
supply routes into the be- 
sieged capital. 

U.N. relief spokesman 
Kris Janowski told Reuters 
the route between Serb-held 
suburbs of llidza and Lukavi- 
ca opened first as scheduled 
at 0700 GMT for two hours. 

“One civilian car passed 
from llidza to Lukavica at 
exactly 8 a.m. and 20 minutes 
later a convoy of three civi- 
lian cars passed in the other 
direction," said Mr. Janows- 
ki. 

The government- 
controlled route linking the 
suburbs of Dobrinja and But- 
mir was still shut without 
official explanation one hour 
after it was due to open at 10 
a.m. 

Several cars and IS trucks 
were waiting in the bitter cold 
for the route skirting the air- 
port perimeter to reopen and 
Western observers present 
believed the delay was caused 
by “lack of clarification re- 
garding permissible cargo in 
transit." 

The warring sides failed to 
agree at a meeting Friday on 
what cargo could go through. 

“Yesterday's meeting was 
utterly strange because they 
didn't really agree on exactly 
what cargo can go through," 
said Mr. Janowski. “But for 
the moment the routes are 
open for sure for U.N. traffic 
and all agencies accredited to 
UNHCR, as well as local 
civilians.” 

The reopening of vital 
supply land routes follows 


two weeks of U.N. shuttle 
diplomacy to overcome a 
long list of objections raised 
by the rival parties which 
hampered a landmark cease- 
fire agreement signed on 
New Year’s Eve. 

The United Nations swept 
aside some of their objections 
and literally imposed an 
agreement to open the supply 
routes for two hours in the 
morning and two in the after- 
noon. 

“We did not get a complete 
agreement but we effectively 
imposed one and the roads 
win be free for civilian and 
humanitarian traffic accord- 
ing to a strict interpretation,'* 
U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Major Herve 
Gourmelon said. 

He said the routes could be 
used by vehicles of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) and more 
than 100 aid agencies affili- 
ated with UNHCR, as well as 
local pedestrians and motor- 
ists carrying personal belong- 
ings. 

U.N. spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Co- 
ward said the rivals them- 
selves had struck a separate 
deal without U.N. hefo. 

“We have anecdotal evi- 
dence of one and possibly 
two Bosnian commercial con- 
voys which entered Sarajevo 
within the past few days from 
Kiseljak, with a Serb police 
escort." 

Big power envoys, on a 
tour of former Yugoslavia 
this week in a bid to resusci- 
tate Bosnia peace talks, met 
Bosnia's Muslim-led leaders, 
including President Alija 
Izetbegovic. his deputy Ejup 
Game and Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic. 


Officials from the “contact 
group,” comprising Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States, bad 10 
hours of talks with Bosnian 
Serb leaders in nearby Pale 
Friday. 

After meeting the envoys 
Thursday, Bosnian govern- 
ment leaders said that they 
were not prepared to be 
steamrollered into agreeing 
to changes in the peace plan 
to suit the Serbs. 

But the contact group now 
depicts the plan as a starting 
point for further negotiations 
— an idea Bosnian Serbs arc 
happy to go along with. 

The main waning factions 
in Bosnia have signed a four- 
month ceasefire intended to 
provide breathing space for 
fresh negotiations to end 
nearly three years of war in 
Bosnia. 

“The question now is 
whether this is the beginning 
of new negotiations and it 
remains to be seen," a con- 
tact group aide told Reuters 
in Pale. 

A Bosnian Serb source said 
the main stumbling block was 
how to define the Serbs' 
approach to the peace plan 
drafted six months ago which 
they rejected at a referendum 
last August 

The Bosnian government 
appeals opposed to further 
talks untfl the Serbs accept 
the original plan. 

Under the plan, the Bos- 
nian government and allied 
Bosnian Croats would con- 
trol SI per cent of the former 
Yugoslav Republic and the 
Serbs would have 49 per cent, 
meaning they would have to 
cede one-third of territory 
they now control. 


U.N. officials said Friday 
that prospects of thrashing 
out an eventual peace settle- 
ment could be in jeopardy 
following Zagreb’s decision 
to end the mandate of 15,000 
U.N. peacekeeping troops in 
Croatia by March 31. 

They fear the departure of 
the U.N. force could trigger 
renewed war in Croatia with 
rebel Serbs, involve the rump 
Yugoslav army and aggravate 
Bosnia's much bloodier con- 
flict. 

The United Nations offi- 
cials said Friday they have 
already started preparations 
for the withdrawal of U.N. 
troops from Croatia, follow- 
ing the government’s surprise 
division to ordeT them out. 

“We have started making 
preliminary preparations." 
the U.N. spokesman in Zag- 
reb. Michael Williams, told 
Reuters. 

“We are working on the 
assumption that the (Croa- 
tian government’s) decision is 
final. The assessment is that 
we will not have a job to do 
after March 31, and we can- 
not wait till then to do prepa- 
rations.” 

President Franjo Tndjman 
formally notified U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Gbah Thursday that Croatia 
expects some 15,000 U.N. 
troops and personnel de- 
ployed in contested areas 
since 1992 to withdraw by the 
end of June. 

The U.N. troops have 
largely been used to man 
demarcation lines between 
Croats and rebel Krajina 
Serbs who gained control of a 
third of Croatia during Zag- 
reb’s bloody seven-month 
fight for independence from 
federal Yugoslavia in 1991. 


Los Angeles faces devastating quakes 
as ground tension builds — scientists 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Scientists have warned that 
mounting subterranean ten- 
sion here threatens the 
second biggest U.S. city with 
premendous earthquakes that - 
could level 20-story buildings 
currently considered safe. 

Stress between the Pacific 
and North American land 
plates that meet in California 
has been building to a critical 
point without needed relief, 
researchers reported in this 
week’s edition of the journal 
Science. 

"We think it's likely these 
faults could produce very 
large earthquakes, something 
that we've never seen in the 
historic record.” said geolog- 
ist James Dolan from the 
Southern California Earth- 
quake Centre at the Universi- 
ty of Southern California. 

* "When you look at geolo- 
gically similar regions around 
the world, historically many 
of them have produced earth- 
quakes in the 7.5 range from 
faults that look just like the 
faults beneath Los Angeles,” 
he added. 

Toe measurements cited are 
on the Richter scale. Each 
time the Richter magnitude 
increases by one the ground 


motion is at least 10 times 
higher. 

A quake above 7.0 is capable 
of heavy, widespread . dam- 
age. A magnitude above 8.0 
is capable of tremendous 
damage. 

An 8.0 quake located on 
the San Andreas fault some 
48 kilometres (30 miles) from 
downtown is regarded as the 
"Big One" in California. 

The quake that struck 40 
kilometres (25 miles) away 
from central Los Angeles on 
Jan. 17, 1994 registered at a 
magnitude of 6.7, leaving 61 
dead and 520 billion in dam- 
ages after it. 

Los Angeles should have 
experienced 17 quakes the 
size of last year's incident 

since 1800 that would have 
released pressure between 
the land masses, Mr. Dolan 
said. Instead it has witnessed 
only two. 

Mr. Dolan calculated that 
the area should experience 
a quake ranging between 7.2 
and 7.6 every 140 years. A 
“Big One'* on the San 
'Andreas fault should come 
once every 100 plus years he 
estimated* 

But based on study of 
geological evidence quakes in 


Los Angeles have not ex- 
ceeded 7.0 since record keep- 
ing began in the 1780s. 

Magnitude 7.0 quakes 
striking Los Angeles would 
be much more destructive 
than the “Big One" because 
their fault line is directly 
under the city. Mr. Dolan 
said. _ . 

The city was not prepared 
for earthquakes larger than 
magnitude seven, an accom- 
panying study by U.S. Geolo- 
gical Survey seismologist 
Thomas Heaton reported 

Computer models Mr. 
Heaton and his colleagues 
used found that shaking from 
such quakes directly under 
the city would destroy 20- 
story buildings that meet cur- 
rent building codes. 

In the aftermath of last 
year's quake investigators 
found cracked welds in steel 
frame buildings. 

A third study of mathema- 
tical models for future quakes 
reported that 30 per cent of 
the stress building up would 
be relieved through quakes 
the size of last year's. Less 
frequent, larger incidents 
would account for the re- 
maining 70 per cent. 


Liberians angry at peace talks failure 


MONROVIA lAgencies) — 
Angry crowds in Liberia's 
capital Monrovia threw up 
roadblocks Saturday to pro- 
test at faction leaders' failure 
to agree on a transitional 
ruling council. United Na- 
tions sources said. 

The faction leaders flew 
home from Ghana Friday to 
be met at the airport' by 
hundreds of enraged Libe- 
rians. African peacekeepers 
spirited the delegates out of 
the airport in armoured vehi- 
cles by a back route, enraging 
the crowd who stoned cars in 
protest. 

The city quietened during 
the overnight curfew fc»ur pro- 
tests resumed Saturday 
morning. 

U.N. official* said a mob 
broke into the residence of 
civilian polilican Bacchus 
Matthews. 

There was no immediate 
news of his fate. Earlier, a 
grenade was thrown into the 
headquarters of Mr. Matth- 
ews' political party, the Un- 
ited Peoples Party. 

Talks to set up a* transition- 
al ruling council broke up in 
Accra Thursday. The Ghana 
government sent the dele- 
gates home 3nd jold them to 
settle their differences among 
themselves. 

Under the terms of the 
peace accord — Liberia's 
12th — signed in Accra on 
Dec. 21. the council was sup- 
posed to oversee disarma- 
ment and run the country 
until elections scheduled for 
November, 

A ceasefire that began on 
Dec. 28 is more or less hold- 
inc. 


The council had been due 
to be installed on Jan. 11. 
Four of five seats are agreed. 
The dispute is over a seat to 
be shared between the for- 
mer national army and a 
coalition of smaller militias. 

Liberians are increasingly 
frustrated at the failure of 
successive peace initiatives to 
end the five-year-old civil 
war. which has killed some 
150.000 people. 

Meanwhile, taking the law 
into your own hands 
vigilante-style may be 
frowned upon elsewhere, but 
after five years of bloodshed 
the civilians of war- ravaged 
Liberia have finally decided it 
is a necessity. 

After years at the mercy of 
warlords whose forces have 
periodically massacred them. 
Monrovians — fed up with 
the endless violence that kil- 
led some 50 more civilians 
last month — decided that 
enough was enough. 

Night-time vigilante pat- 
rols have been organised 
across the city, sending the 
crime rate plummeting and 
leading a few to speculate 
that if the vigilante groups 
had been formed sooner the 
war might never have 
reached the depths of deprav- 
ity it has. 

According to those in- 
volved. the incident that ral- 
lied people to act was the 
Dec. 15 massacre of more 
than 50 civilians in the 
Paynesville suburb of outer 
Monrovia. The victims, vir- 
tually all unarmed, were 
burnt to death and hacked to 
pieces by as yet unidentified 
eunmen*in a disolav of bar- 


barity that has become all too 
familiar here since Liberia’s 
civil war erupted on Dec. 24. 
1989. 

“Your own community 
could be next." said Zoema 
Thompson, who leads the 
watch team at Mamba Point, 
near the centre of the city. 

Backed like other vigilante 
teams by the African 
peacekeeping force ECO- 
MOG and the hamstrung 
national police, and armed 
with only sticks and cutlasses. 
Thompson's men are almost 
invisible as they keep watch 
over their neighbourhoods 
during the night-time curfew. 

They hide in the shadows 
to surprise suspected rogues. 
Only now and then a stray 
torch beacon betrays their 
presence as members of the 
watch signal to each other. 

On an" average night, Mr. 
Thompson’s team musters 
around 25 to 35 men. It's not 
enough, and not easy as 
many of them work during 
the day, but the men say they 
have no choice. 

"If you don't protect your- 
self at night, you might not be 
able to go to work the next 
day.” says Mr. Thompson. 

Monrovia’s night-time cur- 
few begins at 7 p.m. but the 
watch really starts work 
around 10 p.m., when guards 
are posted on each of six 
entry points into the 2.500- 
stror.g community. 

By midnight all residents 
are expected to be indoors 
and anyone wandering 
around after this time is 
turned over to the African 
peacekeeping force ECO- 
Mor. 


Row erupts 
over 

S. African 

police 

indemnities 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— A furious row broke out 
Saturday over revelations 
that South Africa's former 
white rulers granted 3.500 
police officers immunity from 
prosecution, including two 
former cabinet ministers and 
the serving police chief. 

Former Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Vlok, for- 
mer Defence Minister Mag- 
nus Maian and Commissioner 
of Police. General Johan Van 
Dcr Merwe were on the list 
revealed Friday by Justice 
Minister Dullafc Omar. 

The 3.500 people named 
were indemnified by former 
President F.W. De Klerk in 
the last days of white rule 
from prosecution for un- 
named acts committed in de- 
fence of apartheid. 

Mr. De Klerk, now one of 
two deputy presidents in 
President Nelson Mandela's 
unity government, has denied 
any wrongdoing in granting 
! the clandestine amnesties 
• days before last April's all- 
I race ejection that ushered in 
majority democracy. 

Mr. De KJerk told the 
Weekend Star newspaper 
that allegations of wrong- 
doing were “seriously mis- 
leading'' and he "strongly re- 
jected any suggestion of 
irregular action."" 

The former president also 
said the indemnities “do not 
necessarily constitute admis- 
sion of guilt.” 

Mr. Vlok, Mr. Maian. 
Gen. Van Der Merwe and 
the ethers have nor been 
zrar.ted immunitv 
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Antique violin 
stolen from 
teenage prodigy 


SS2i&&ia £4m’ 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic (left). 
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic (right) and 
British member of the contact group, William 
Ehrman (centre) step out from talks in 
Sarajevo. The group has been touring ex- 


Yugoslavia seeking acceptance for their peace 
p lan from the warring factions. Talks with 
Bosnian government will continue on Friday 
(AFP photo) 


Japan’s Murayama offers to shake up 
socialist party after April polls 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
offered Saturday to shake up 
his Socialist Party after local 
elections in April, rejecting a 
hasty move by party rebels to 
create a new force" in parlia- 
ment. 

“Though local elections, 
we will try to generate a 
tailwind toward creating a 
new party” Mr. Murayama 
said the day after his return 
home from a low-key summit 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton in Washington. 

“At the moment, I cannot 
exactly say when, but we 
should weigh the timing while 
watching the situation after 
local elections.” he told a 
news conference during a day 
trip to the northern provin- 
cial city of Sapporo. 

Sadao Yamahana, Mr. 
Murayama’s predecessor as 
party chairman, announced 
Friday a list of 24 Socialist 
lawmakers, including him- 
self, who will form a separate 
voting bloc in parliament 
with sympathisers from other 
parties. 

The right-winger within the 
party insisted that the rebels 
were trying to set the 
framework for a new party to 


be joined by the rest of the 
Socialists later. 

He also asked the party, 
formally called the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP). to 
retain them on its roster so 
that they could continue to 
receive party subsidies. 

The premier himself has 
advocated the creation of a 
new Sorialisi-led party with 
liberals and academics to 
weather Japan’s political tur- 
moil caused by the emerg- 
ence of two rival conservative 
blocs. 

But Mr. Murayama said 
the SDP forms a solid voting 
bloc and cannot accept a 
separate force within itself. 
“We have to persuade them 
into taking joint action,” he 
said. 

Most of the Socialist rebels 
are against the party's links 
with its former foe. the Liber- 
al Democratic Party (LDP), 
in the current ruling coali- 
tion. Some of them were 
reported to be seeking ties 
with opposition forces in up- 
coming national elections. 

The conservative LDP lost 
its scandal-tainted 37-year grip 
On power in general elections 
in July 1993. giving rise to a 
coalition government shared 
by LDP defectors, centrists 


and Socialists. 

But, in June, the Socialists 
bolted the anti-LDP alliance, 
which tried to alienate them 
from policy decisions. Wield- 
ing the swing vote in parlia- 
ment, they helped the LDP 
come back to power in a new 
coalition and Mr. Murayama 
was elected as a compromise 
premier in that process. 

The anti-LDP alliance last 
month formed a grand 
opposition party, Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party), with 
former premier and LDP 
head Toshiki Kaifu at its 
helm. 

The SDP now faces the 
possibility of a total loss in 
Senate polls in July and the 
next general elections, seen 
likely to be called by the end 
of this year. 

Mr. Murayama said the 
SDP might merge with the 
New Party Sakigake, a third 
minority partner in the ruling 
coalition, in forming a new 
party. 

Sakigake is headed by Fi- 
nance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura. 

“We would like to hold 
talks with them (Sakigake) in 
a forward-looking, -positive 
manner," the premier said. 


Peru denies troops entered Ecuador 


LIMA (R) — Peru has de- 
nied its troops had entered 
Ecuadorean territory but 
acknowledged Peruvian pat- 
rols had exchanged gunfire 
with Ecuadorean soldiers 
twice this week while patroll- 
ing an undefined stretch of 
border. 

Foreign Minister Efrain 
Goldenberg said Peru had 
protested to the Quito gov- 
ernment what he called a 
violation of Peruvian terri- 


tory. But he played down the 
incidents and called for a 
"realistic and constructive di- 
alogue" to ease tensions. 

Mr. Goldenberg told a 
press conference Peruvian 
soldiers Monday and Wed- 
nesday were on routine bor- 
der patrols on Peruvian terri- 
tory along the Cenepa River 
when they were shot at by 
Ecuadorean soldiers and re- 
turned fire. 

“Peruvian troops are , as 


they always have been, with- 
in Peruvian territory," he 
said. . 

Ecuadorean officials pro- 
tested the incidents first, 
asserting Thursday members 
of Peru’s army had crossed 
into Ecuador twice and the 
second time fired at 
Ecuador’s troops when 
ordered to halt. 

The Peruvian army at first 
denied any armed encounter 
with Ecuadorean troops. 


Georgia’s former defence minister detained 


TBILISI (R) — Georgia's 
former defence minister Ten- 
giz Kitovani and some 370 of 
his supporters were detained 
on Saturday after govern- 
ment forces stopped their 
march to recapture the rebel 
region of Abkhazia, a senior 
official said. 

“At four a.m. (midnight 
GMT) Kitovani and some 
370 other people were de- 
tained and disarmed in west- 
ern Georgia some 250 
kilometres from Tbilis .” 
First Deputy Interior Minis- 
ter Dzhimi Mikeladze told 
reporters. 

On Friday a convoy of 12 
buses, transporting some 500 
fighters loyal to Mr. Kitovani 
and ex-Pnme Minister Tengiz 
Sigua. headed for Zugdidi. 
near the Abkhazian border." 
to start military operations 
against Abkhazian separat- 
ists." 

Gcerzia's leader Eduard 


Shevardnadze described the 
actions of Mr. Kitovani and 
his National Liberation Front 
as an attempt to trigger a civil 
war. He had ordered his 
forces to stop Mr. Kitovani’s 
men and also to step up 
security measures. 

Georgian Radio said five 
men were wounded during 
clashes when the first six 
buses were stopped near the 
towns of Gori and Osiauri. 
Some 150 people were dis- 
armed. 

The other buses, along 
with Mr. Kitovani and Sigua. 
were stopped further west 
near Kutaisi, according to 
Russia's Interfax News Agen- 
cy. 

Georgia's Prosecutor 
Genera! Dzamled Babilash- 
vili told reporters Saturday 
that Mr. Kitovani. a member 
of parliament, could not 
claim parliamentary immun- 
ity because he had been 


caught redhanded breaking 
the law. 

There were no reports on 
whether Mr. Sigua was de- 
tained. 

Georgia maintains a fragile 
Russian-mediated truce with 
Abkhazian separatists who 
drove government forces 
from the Black Sea region in 
1993. 

The two sides recently 
agreed to start resettling hun- 
dreds of thousands of ethnic 
Georgians who fled the fight- 
ing in 1993. 

Mr. Kitovani. as defence 
minister, had helped provoke 
the Abkhazian revolt in July 
1992 by flooding the region 
with undisciplined troops af- 
ter the local parliament voted 
itself a measure of autonomy. 
He was subsequently re- 
moved from power. 

Russia *5 implicit backing 
helped Abkhazian forces to 
oust Georgian troops in 1993. 


Simpson lawyers throw barbs in racial debate 


LOS ANGtLES | R ) — The 
two black lawyers in the OJ. 
Seiner r.crier tnal partiri- 
pared ;c the rest emotive 
debate heard ye: in the highly 

volatile case as they drvhivscil 
a racial epithet referred to 
throughout as the ••N” word. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Chris Darden :o!d Superior 
Court Judge Lance I to he and 
fellow clack lawyer Johnny 
Cochran, one of Mr. Simp- 
son’s lead defence attorney's, 
had beer, chosen to debare 
“this nasty littie issue" be- 
cause of their race. 

“If anyone shouid slip and 
utter the word it s probably 
better to have a black man do 
it. If a white lawyer utters it 
will offend a-I." he said. 

At issue was whether the 
defence will be able to ques- 
tion detective Mark Fuhrman 
about his 3 9? I application for 
3 disability pension from the 
Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment in which he said he was 
under stress because he could 
not handle the pressure of 
working with minorities. 


Fuhrman testified at a pret- 
rial hearing he found a 
bloody glove on Mr. Simp- 
son's estate hours after the 
football legend's wife and a 

male friend had been stabbed 
to death. 

The defence says in court 
documents that in an inter- 
view with a police psychiatrist 
in 19S1 Mr. Fuhrnian used 
the racial epithet “nigger" on 
several occasions. 

Defence lawyers have tried 
to brand Mr. Fuhrman as a 
racist using the psychiatrist’s 
intevtew and remarks Mr. 
Fuhrman allegedly made to a 
woman abou'r haring inrer- 
racial couples. 

Mr. Simpson had pleaded 
not guilty to murdering his 
ex-wife Nicole Brown Simp- 
son and Ronald Goldman, 
both of whom were white, 
outside Nicole Simpson's 
town ho use last June 12. 

Mr. Darden argued Friday 
the defence wanted to use the 
“n" word — it was never 
pronounced in full during the 
hearings- in the trial in order 


to turn the predominantly- 
black jury against the pro- 
secution. 

The jury is made up of 
eight blacks, two Hispanics. 
one white and one mixed- 
race white/native American. 

“It is the filthiest, nastiest, 
dirtiest word in the English 
language," Mr. Darden “said 
adding it had no place in the 
English language and no 
place in the courtroom. 

There was no legal or valid 
purpose, he argued, in ques- 
tioning Mr. Fuhrman about 
whether he used a racial 
epithet 15 years ago. 

“But Mr/ Cochran and the 
defence have a purpose in 
going into that area. And the 
purpose is to inflame the 
passions of the jury and to 
ask them to pick sides,” Mr. 
Darden said. 

"It will affect their judg- 
ment. It will impair their 
ability to be fair and impar- 
tial.” Mr. Darden added. 

He said Mr. Cochran 
wanted to "play the ace of 


spades and play the race 
card. But this isn't a race 
case. We shouldn’t allow him 
to play that card.” 

Mr. Cochran, one of the 
best-known trial lawyers in 
California whose client list 
reads like a who’s who of 
Hollywood, launched a 
blistering attack on Mr. Dar- 
den’s remarks and took the 
opportunity to accuse the 
prosecution team of being 
less than professional. 

To say the jury could not 
be fair was outrageous, Mr. 
Cochran said. 

In a reference to the pre- 
vious two days of hearings 
about whether the prosecu- 
tion could introduce testi- 
mony relating to Mr. Simp- 
son’s alleged history of spous- 
al abuse, Mr. Cochran ac- 
cused prosecutors of laun- 
ching a character assassina- 
tion attempt against his 
client. 

Judge Ito has said he in- 
tends to have opening argu- 
ments in the case next Thurs- 
day or Friday. 
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LONDON (AFP) - 
Vanessa-Mac Nicholson, a 
16-year-old mode prodigy, 
was said to be destitute after 
thieves stole her £200,000 
($320,000) 18th century 
Italian-made _ Gnadagnini 
violin, press r e p or ts said. M /W — — 

“She is sul in a state of shock 
because .die violin has been 
-all over the world with her 
and she made her debut with 
the London Symphony 
Orchestra playing it,” Pamela 
Nicholson said of her 
Singapore-born daughter. 

“There is a lot of her own 
history attached to it, not to 
mention the previous 200 
years, and she would dearly 
love for it to be returned.” 

Vanessa has been hailed as 
.one of the finest violinists of 
.her generation and has made 
several acclaimed albums of 
rlsredral music, with a new 
pop album soon to be re- 
leased. Police said the burg- 
lars {ricked the front door 
locks at the family’s West 
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$3.2 milli on to $4.8 million. 

The season’s most prestigious 
and high-profile auction drew 
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set for painter Charles 
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Chechen women with an automatic weapon walk to the sent reinforcements or several hundred naval personnel 
frontline in downtown Grozny. According to repents, Russia including Marines to the breakaway republic (AFP photo) 


Grozny inhabitants brave shelling to fetch water 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — ' 1 
Bundled up in an old brown 
coat, beT head covered with a 
red and yellow check heads- 
carf, a Russian woman in her 
seventies struggles with her 
two small plastic buckets full 
of water. 

Despite the nearby thud of 
artilleiy, like hundreds of 
other inhabitants in the be- 
sieged capital of the break- 
away Republic of 
Chechienya, the old woman 
has been out to fetch water at 
tiie only supply point in this 
district in the south of the 
city, which has been spared 
bombing raids so far. 

From dawn, people start 
converging on the old under- 
ground reservoi* - in the mid- 
dle of a muddy field, some of 
them coining from more than 
five kilometres away. 

Three old prams and a 


metal trolley are parked in 
the vicinity, while their own- 
ers take advantage of the rare 
ooting to exchange news on 
the latest districts to be hit by 
the Russian artillery. 

“Nobody has analysed this 
water, but we don't have any 
choice,” said a man. who was 
filling up his metal cans. A 
black rubber rube was fitted 
into the pierced pipework 
two days ago to enable peo- 
ple to help themselves. 

A few yards away, Zarima 
and Roman Kharikhanov, 
brother and aster, are mak- 
ing their way homewards car- 
rying two buckets. Three 
days ago a Russian plane 
bombed just next to the 
spring where they used to 
fetch their supplies. Since 
then they have preferred to 
go farther afield. 


“We have nowhere to go 
and who would take us in 
now with our nationality?’' 
said Zarima, a cheerful 20- 
year-old Russian girl, whose 
bright smile is a welcome 
relief from the overwhelming 
misery on faces everywhere 
m this city. 

“We are used to the bomb- 
ing, you can get used to any 
thing/’ she added. 

Zarima, a bright red shawl 
over her head, had to give up 
her studies a year ago be- 
cause of the economic chaos 
in Chechenya since its un- 
ilateral declaration of inde- 
pendence in 1991. 

Fetching water is a daily 
preoccupation all over Groz- 
ny. “You can live without 
electricity or gas, but not 
without water,’’ said Zaria 
Kuduzova, who had come to 


fetch water at the artificial 
lake on the southern exit 
from Grozny. 

The women get a teenager 
to help them across the lake, 
which is frozen over, but the 
ice is thin. 

“The water isn’t good to 
drink. I only come here for 
my two old cows,” Daud 
Emordayev, 66, told AFP. 
His house in a nearby district 
was destroyed by a shell a 
week ago. 

A few kilometres farther 
west, where the bombing 
raids on the capital are only a 
distant noise, the water situa- 
tion is not yet critical: At 
Urus Martane, cars are 
parked in the bed of the river 
Gekhi. which is also frozen 
over. Their owners are still 
concerned about keeping 
their vehicles clean. 


Investigators hunt for clues to Colombia air crash 


CARTAGENA, Colombia 
(AFP) — Investigators sear- 
ched Friday for clues to ex- 
plain Wednesday’s airliner 
crash in which 51 people 
died, the latest aviation 
tragedy in a country where 
drag terror, safety blunders 
and guerrilla attacks make 
flying a high-risk activity. 

. .Civil Aviation Authority , 
Director Alvaro Raad said ' 
technical problems appeared 
to be the most likely reajofc > 
why the DC9 on a flight from 
Bogota to the coastal resort 
of Cartagena suddenly 
plunged to tiie ground and 
exploded. 

Only one passenger sur- 
vived the crash, a nine-year- 
old gal named Erika Delga- 
do who was recovering in a 
hospital after suffering multi- 
ple fractures and emotional 
trauma. 

“The impression we have 
so far without making conjec- 
tures is that there must have 
been a fault which was suffi- 
ciently serious to prevent the 
pilot from being able to re- 
port it.” said Captain Este- 
fan Gomez, head of the crash 
investigation team. “There 
are no signs of an explosion 
inside the aircraft.” 

Colombian officials invited 
a team from the U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration to 
help but added that until the 
DC9’s “black box” flight and 
voice recorders were found it 
would be difficult to make 
much progress in the crash 
probe. 

A local government official 
erroneously reported Thurs- 
day that the flight and voice 
recorders had been located 
by navy divers in the lake 
near the town of Maria La 
Baja, 330 miles (530 
kilometres) north of Bogota, 



Rescue workers carry the body of a victim of a 
Colombian DC-9 crash outside Cartagena, 
Colombia. Of all 52 passengers, only a 


nine-year-old girl reportedly survived 
crash (AFP photo) 


where the plane came down. 

As rescue teams paddling 
canoes across the lake 
brought out the last of the 
bodies and flew them by heli- 
copter to a makeshift morgue 
in Cartagena, Capt. Gomez 
said in a radio interview that 
investigators bad found 
marks gouged into the 
ground by the plane near 
where the wreckage was disc- 
overed. 

This suggested the pilot 
attempted an emergency 
landing but crashed into an 
embankment at the edge of 
the water, be added. Both 
Capt. Gomez and Mr. Raad 
dismissed as irresponsible 
some reports suggesting the 
crash was caused by 3 terror- 
ist bomb, saying none of the 
evidence supported such an 
argument. 

Colombia has one of the 
world's worst air safety re- 


cords, with several major dis- 
asters and a host of minor 
ones notched up in the last 
seven years. The Internation- 
al Airline Passengers Asso- 
ciation advised its members 
in September 1993 to avoid 
flying in or out of Colombia. 

Studies by the Associa- 
tion of Fatal Crashes between 
19S3 and 1992 showed that 
Colombia had an aviation 
accident rate 20 times higher 

than the United States and 
Canada. 

The worst incidents in- 
cluded the November 1989 
bombing by drug traffickers 
of an Avianca Airlines, kill- 
ing 107 people. Another 137 
(fled when an Avianca jet 
crashed near Cucuta Airport 
in March 19SS and 132 others 
perished when a Boeing own- 
ed by SAM, an Avianca sub- 
sidiary. slammed into the side 
of a mountain in May 1993. 


Relatives of the dead in 
Wednesday's crash lost no 
rime in blaming Intercon- 
tinental de Aviacion, the Col- 
ombian Airline that owned 
the plane on doomed Right 
256. 

“That plane was held up 
for six hours before it left 
for emergency maintenance. 
It should never have been 
allowed to fly,” shouted a 
man at Bogota Airport, who 
declined to give his name. 

Intercontinental Managing 
Director Alfonso Ramirez 
denied the accusations, 
saying the delay was caused 
by airport congestion and the 
plane was in good condition 
despite being 29 years old. 

Radio commentators, 
however, suggested that 
perhaps it was time for Col- 
ombia to look again at scrap- 
ping older planes and forcing 
airlines to renew their fleets. 


Tireless Pope makes security men nervous 


MANILA (R) — Pope John 
Paul threw himself Saturday 
into the busiest day so far of 
his visit to the Philippines 
which climaxed with an ecsta- 
tic reception from hundreds 
of thousands of people at a 
youth rally. 

With events lasting from 
early morning until late even- 
ing, the 74-year-old Pontiff 
showed no signs of flagging 
on the third day of an 11-day 
tour that will take him from 
the Philippines on to Papua 
New Guinea, Australia and 
Sri Lanka. 

. He was dearly delighted 
with the response he has re- 
ceived in Asia's only mainly 
Roman Catholic country, 
although it has given his 
security men some nervous 
moments. - 

Exuberant crowds 
threatened at one point to 
overwhelm his guards at a 
Catholic media awards cere- 
mony in the afternoon. 

The smiling Pope appeared 
unconcerned by the pushing 
and shoving around him. He 
Responded by waving the 
silver-topped walking stick he 
has used since a leg operation 


last year. 

The Pope himself had ear- 
lier veered away from his 
bodyguards to get nearer to 
tire people on his way into the 
ceremony. 

“We get nervous every 
time the Pope tries to get 
closer to the people/' police 
Major Edmund Cacatian told 
Reuters. 

The Pontiff appeared to 
relish the contact, again wav- 
ing Ins cane playfully when 
greeted by dancers at a youth 
rally in central Manila's 
Luneta Park to mark the eve 
of World Youth Day. 

Tire crowd, estimated by 
police at up to half a million, 
exploded m a frenzy of joy 
when the Pope arrived at the 
park, beating drums, setting 
off firecrackers and singing 
and chanting for 15 minutes. 

World Youth Day. the 
highlight of his four-day visit, 
will be marked by a mass at 
the park Sunday morning. 

Tbe Vatican has shrugged 
off a security alert centred on 
a reported bomb plot by 
Muslim extremists, saying the 
Pope is used to such alarms. 


“We are not especially 
concerned. Nothing has 
changed in our plans and 
nothing will change for the 
rest of the stay of the holy 
father here,” Vatican spokes- 
man Joaquin Navarro-Valls 
told reporters. 

The Philippine government 
has confirmed two people 
have been arrested but has 
refused to disclose details of 
the plot. 

Security sources, however, 
say it involves a gang of 
extremists who sneaked into 
the country over a period of 
several months led by a man 
of Palestinian descent. 

Addressing a morning 
mass and later a gathering of 
Filipino bishops, the Pope 
spoke bluntly about con- 
traception and social prob- 
lems facing this nation of 65 
million people, some 85 per 
cent of whom are Catholics. 

“Because the church trea- 
sures the divine gifts of hu- 
man life and its inalienable 
dignity, she cannot but stre- 
nuously oppose all measures 
which are m any way directed 
at promoting abortion, ster- 


ilisation and also contracep- 
tion/’ Pope John Paul said. 

It was his first comment on 
an issue which has caused 
increasingly bitter exchanges 
between the local church and 
the government of President 
Fidel Ramos, which prom- 
otes family planning prog- 
rammes. 

The government says fami- 
ly planning is one way to help 
alleviate the poverty which 
afflicts more than two-thirds 
of the population, according 
to United Nations estimates. 

The Pontiff also attacked 
poverty and the unequal dis- 
tribution of wealth. 

“Too many families remain 
without land to till or a home 
to live in, and too many 
people are without employ- 
ment and basic services.” he 
said in a speech released by 
his aides. 

“Your task must be to help 
create a new attitude, a con- 
viction shaped by the princi- 
ple of the social purpose of 
power and wealth, which can 
lead to appropriate changes 
in the prevailing order," he 
told the bishops. 


Over 1 50 feared dead In 


Bangladesh train collision 


DHAKA (R) — The Bang- 
ladeshi prime minister flew- 
Saturday to the scene of a 
train crash in northern Bang- 
ladesh as rescuers hacking 
their way through twisted 
wreckage said they feared the 
death toll could top 150. 

While officials insisted that 
fewer than 30 had died in the 
overnight collision near 
Dinajpur, dose to the Indian 
border, reporters on the spot 
said this appeared to be an 
attempt to limit compensa- 
tion payments to the victims’ 
families. 

“I know more than 100 
bodies had been plucked 
from the rubble by day- 
break." said one government 
rescuer, who declined to be 
identified. 

“The number of injuries is 
no less than 500, maybe 
more, and dozens among 
them are simply fighting for 
their lives/' he told a repor- 
ter. 

The collision occurred late 
Friday when a passenger 
train travelling at high speed 
slammed into a stationary 
one at Hilly station near 
Dinajpur, 475 kilometres 
from Dhaka. 

“This is a major accident 
involving two trains, one 
heavily crowded for a night 
trip," one reporter told Reu- 
ters. 

“Nearly 18 hours after the 
accident I saw rescuers still 
battling through the twisted 
wreckage and pulling our 
bodies,” he said. 

“The official death count is 
something different," said 
another reporter in 
Joypurhat. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia, who flew to the 
accident site with Com- 
munications Minister Oli 
Ahmed, expressed deep 
shock and ordered com- 
pensation for the victims. 

She also visited some of 


the injured and prayed for 
their early recovery, "witnes- 
ses said. 

“We are really puzzled by 
the official figures," said 
Motiur Rahman, editor of 
the local daily Uttar Bangla, 
after visiting the scene. 

“If we take it... then where 
have the truckloads of bodies 
people saw gone. 

"There is no formal search 
operation as such. Local peo- 
ple, helped by police, were 
seen cutting steel plates from 
the mangled coaches and tak- 
ing out dead and injured,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rahman said Premier 
Zia had been deeply moved 
by horror tales told by wail- 
ing widows and bereaved pa- 
rents and children. 

He said he believed the 
final death toll could well top 
200 . 

Akhtar Hossain, a student 
leader in Hilly, said be and 
his companions had retrieved 
30 bodies in a single hour. 

Railway officials specu- 
lated that the accident might 
have been due to “non- 
setting of points” or to faulty 
signals. 

They said the Hilly station 
master and pointsman had 
been suspended on suspicion 
of neglecting their duties. 

Witnesses said many of the 
injured bad been taken 
across the Indian border just 
100 metres from the crash site 
to hospitals in West Bengal 
state. 

“Saving lives is the first 
priority, so India was the 
natural choice,” one reporter 
quoted an official as saying. 

Police in Khulna, a south- 
ern district town 280 
kilometres from Hilly where 
one of the doomed trains had 
been heading, said they also 
feared the toil could rise to 
200 . 

It was the worst train crash 
in Bangladesh since January 


1989 when 135 people were 
killed and over 1,000 injured 
as two packed trains col- 
lided at Pubaii 24 kilometres 
from Dhaka. 

In a separate development. 
Bangladesh’s opposition 
leader Sheikh Hasina said an 
agreement to end the coun- 
try's 10-month political crisis 
was possible but doubted 
whether Prime Minister Zia 
would stick to it. 

“She may back out as she 
has done on several occasions 
before," Mrs. Hasina told 
Reuters as negotiators sought 
to resolve what is known in 
Dhaka as the “battle of the 
two women." 

Mrs. Hasina has led an 
Opposition boycott of parlia- 
ment which began last Febru- 
ary as part of a campaign to 
drive from office a govern- 
ment she alleges is anti- 
democratic and willing to do 
anything to stay in power. 

Almost the entire opposi- 
tion handed in their resigna- 
tions from parliament on 
Dec. 28 as the battle intensi- 
fied to force Mrs. Zia to quit 
and allow a neutral caretaker 
government to supervise 
fresh elections. 

Mrs. Hasina said in an 
interview late Friday she was 
not interested in the" constitu- 
tional niceties of where pow- 
er should like in the interim, 
now under intense discussion 
by negotiators. 

The constitution vests ex- 
ecutive power in the prime 
minister, who announced a 
day after the opposition res- 
ignation from parliament that 
she would step down 30 days 
before elections due in 1996. 

But if there is no prime 
minister, who must be chosen 
from parliament, who wields 
power? 

Mediators are trying to fi- 
gure out how to give power 
temporarily to President 
Abdul Rahman Biswas, with 


tbe opposition pressing for 
constitutional amendment. 
Mrs. Zia has rejected the 
idea but one of her ministers 
has suggested a new flexibil- 
ity on the issue. 

Mjt Hasina was impatier.. 
at such legalities, “It’s a poli- 
tical derision. If you ma'.it 
the decision, everything cor, 
be resolved." she* said. 

“The trouble is they ha- 
ven’t decided what they re* 1- 
ly want to do. They axe jus: 
making confusion and hopi.i^: 
in this way they can stay in 
power for a long time," shv 
said. 

Mistrust and dislike /or 
Mrs. Zia. the widow of -i 
former military president zr.C 
who declined to be inter- 
viewed, was evident in every- 
thing Mrs. Hasina said. 

The opposition leader i: 
the daughter of Sheikh N5t- 
jibur Rahman, who ted Bang- 
ladesh to independence frerr. 
Pakistan in a war in 1971 or y 
10 be killed by army office : 
four years later. 

“For instance, the day v. r 
were handing in ^ur resigna- 
tions (from parliament) tha: 
woman said she was ready t: 
do something and pleas; 
would we wait," Mrs. Hasir._ 
said. 

“We waited for two houri 
to give her a chance and 
nothing happened." 

Government ministers are 
equally scornful of Mrs, Hasi- 
na. One, who asked not to be 
named, said of the same inci- 
dent: “Hasina was well aware 
that the prime minister would 
announce her derision to step 
down 30 days before elec- 
tions and went ahead with the 
resignations anyway." 

Mrs. Hasina said she hac 
no intention to returning to 
parliament. The opposition 
resignation have not yet been 
accepted in an attempt tc 
give negotiators more time to 
end the battle. 


Perry 
ends visit 
to India 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry left • India for 
Washington Saturday at the 
end of a week-long dtp' to the 
Middle East and South Asia. 
U.S. officials said. 

Mr. Perry left only hours 
before U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown was set 
to arrive in tbe Indian capital 
at the start of a five-day visit 
to promote business ties. 

Mr. Perry spent the day 
touring an air force base and 
visiting tbe Taj Mahal in 
Agra, south of the Indian 
capital. 

During his three-day stay 
in India, Mr. Perry signed an 
agreement cementing bilater- 
al defence ties which be said 
opened a new era in security 
relations between the two 
cold war antagonists. 

Before India, Mr. Perry 
visited Pakistan, Israel and 
Egypt. He was the first U.S. 
defence secretary to visit In- 
dia since the end of the cold 
war. 

Mr. Perry warned Saturday 
that rising religious fun- 
damentalism in South Asia 
posed a threat to stability in 
the region. 

The Pentagon chief, in an 
interview to a television net- 
work before leaving for 
Washington, said people us- 
ing violence in the name of 
religion were “destabilising" 
the region. 

"We are concerned with 
people using religious cover 
for violent action for taking 
away the freedom of others/’ 
Mr. Peny said in reply to 
questions on the Muslim 
separatist campaign raging in 
India’s northern Kashmir 
state. 

“We see it going all over 
the world ana we see plenty 
(of religious extremism) in 
South Asa and we are con- 
cerned over it, as it would 
prove to be a force for insta- 
bility in the region," Mr. 
Perry told the Eyewitness 
network. 

Mr. Perry said Washing- 
ton’s “new security relation” 
with New Delhi and Islama- 
bad would help in resolving 
the Kashmir conflict. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training Kash- 
mir’s Islamic guerrillas. Isla- 
mabad denies the charge but 
extends moral and diplomatic 
support to the drive, which 
has claimed more than 
10,000 lives since 1989 in the 
Himalayan region. 

Kashmir has been the 
cause of two of the three wars 
India and Pakistan have 
fought since the 1947 inde- 
pendence of the South Asian 
subcontinent. 


Italy’s Dini prepares to form cabinet 


ROME (R) — Lamberto 
Dini began work Saturday on 
forming Italy’s 54th govern- 
ment since world war II as 
newspapers applauded his 
appointment but debated 
how long it would be before 
fresh elections were held. 

■ -The influential ' Xortiere 
Della Sera declared the 
choice of Mr. Dini, the out- 
going treasury minister, as 
prime minister-designate “an 
honourable truce” following 
the bitter political row over 
the succession to Silvio Ber- 
lusconi who resigned on Dec. 
22 . 

“Dini, a new chapter 
opens,” was the banner head- 
line on the front page of La 
Republics, a daily which has 
been one of the strongest 
opponents of media magnate 
Berlusconi. 

Former central banker 
Dini gathered his closest 
aides at the Treasury Minis- 
try Saturday as he set to work 
on a cabinet he has said will 
consist of technocrats drawn 
from outside the world of 
party politics. 

Observers said he could 
have his list of ministers 
ready by the middle of next 
week and the signs are that 
his government will win 
broad support in parliament, 
at least initially. 

Newspapers agreed that 


Antonio Di Pietro, the for- 
mer Milan magistrate who 
became a folk hero for ^ 
work in fighting corruption, 
was a leading candidate for 
either the post of justice or 
interior minister. • 

But Mr. Di Pietro repeated 
Saturday that he had no plans 
to enter politics. 

*Tm honoured by sugges- 
tions that I may be offered a 
job in government but I re- 
peat that it is not my inten- 
tion to play any role in poli- 
tics,” he told reporters in 
Milan . 

The constitution does not 
allow either Mr. Dini or Pres- 
ident Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, 
tiie man who appointed him, 
to set a time limit on his 
premiership and political par- 
ties are already bickering 
over how long Mr. Dini 
should govern. 

Mr. Dini, who is not a 
member of any party and 
only entered politics 
when Mr. Berlusconi made 
him treasury minister last 
May, said his government 
had a clear four-point prog- 
ramme. 

He said the government 
must pass a mini-budget to 
rein in Italy's runaway de- 
ficit, overhaul the pension 
system, ensure fair repre- 
sentation in the media for all 
political parties and reform 


the electoral system ahead of 
::giona] polls this spring. 

Billionaire businessman 
Berlusconi, swept to power in 
general elections 10 months 
ago, said that the Dini solu- 
tion would only work if it 
were swiftly Tol lowed by elec : 
tipns. 

'“For the moment I’m 
saying goodbye, but I’ll be 
back soon," Mr. Berlusconi 
told reporters. 

Cesare Previti, coordinator 
of Mr. Berlusconi's Forza Ita- 
lia part}', told the daily La 
Stampa that the government 
could have its programme 
through parliament by April, 
paving the way for elections 
in June. 

“This is a government that 
could be ready in a few days 
and could resign in early 
April," he said. “By June we 
can vote again to finally give 
this country a stable govern- 
ment." 

But Umberto Bossi. leader 
of the Northern League 
whose mutiny brought down 
Mr. Berlusconi's seven- 
month-old coalition, said Mr. 
Dini's appointment would ex- 
tend the life of the current 
parliament indefinitely. 

“So much water will flow 
under the bridge before elec- 
tions are held that Berlusconi 
will die of boredom and old 
age," Mr. Bossi said. 


Sonia Gandhi may not be averse to polities 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
widow of former Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
Saturday denied she autho- 
rised a family friend to say 
she would never take to poli- 
tics, an indication that she 
might not be opposed to a 
political career. 

Sonia Gandhi reacted 
sharply to a statement issued 
Thursday by Mohammad 
Yunus, a firend of Gandhi 
family, that the Italian-born 
woman had said she would 
never join a political party. 

“I would rather beg in the 
streets of Delhi than join (a 
party) or allow my children to 
enter politics,” Mr. Yunus 
quoted Sonia Gandhi as tell- 
ing him. 

An aide to Sonia Gandhi 
said here: “Gandhi has issued 
no statement nor authorised 
any statement on her be- 
half." Sonia Gandhi does not 
talk directly to the press. 

Dissidents in Congress (I) 
Party of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao have been 
urging tiie charismatic Sonia 
Gandhi to take to politics, 
but she has never publicly 
reacted to their demands. 

Saturday’s comments by 
her aide were the first indica- 
tion since Rajiv Gandhi’s 
assassination in May 1991 
that Sonia, who enjoys 
tremendous clout in the Con- 
gress, may not be opposed to 
a political career. 

Sonia Gandhi is widely be- 
lieved to be pulling political 


strings in the bitter inner- 
party struggle aimed at oust- 
ing Premier Rao. 

A former federal minister, 
Arjun Singh, who quit the 
cabinet on Dec. 24 in a direct 
challenge to Mr. Rao. has 
met repeatedly with Sonia 
Gandhi and did so again Fri- 
day. 

Political observers have 
said that Sonia Gandhi, who 
is counted among the most 
powerful figures in India 
although she holds no gov- 
ernment or political post, 
may be quietly backing Arjun 
Singh. 

Sonia married Rajiv Gan- 
dhi in 1968, but declined a 
Congress request to take up 
the party leadership after his 
assassination, enabling Mr. 
Rao to become India’s ninth 
prime minister. 

The Nehru-Gandhi dynas- 
ty ruled India for 40 years, 
beginning with Jawahartal 
Nehru, the country’s first 
premier, his daughter, Indira 
Gandhi, and her son, Rajiv. 

Meanwhile nearly 100 per 
cent of oibau Indians are 
convinced that politicians, 
cabinet ministers and the 
police are corrupt, according 
to a poll published in the 
Times of India Saturday. 

Ninety-eight per cent of 
the 1,544 men and women 
surveyed in six cities said they 
were "convinced that politi- 
cians and ministers are cor- 
rupt. ” followed by the police 


(97 per cent) and civil ser- 
vants tbrf per cent). 

The poll said 63 per cent of 
the respondents felt that 
politicians were, on a scale of 
one to 10, the “most cor- 
rupt." Only two per cent 
thought politicians were hon- 
est. ” 

Twenty-four per cent cons- 
ide re d*. the police the "most 
corrupK.” 

The Times said 80 per cent 
of those surveyed said 
lawyers were dishonest and 
66 per cent doubted the in- 
tegrity of judges. 

Another 55 per cent put 
journalists in the corruption 
league. 

Tbe poll was carried out in 
New Delhi, Bombay, Calcut- 
ta, Madras, Bangalore and 
Hyderabad, 

"Corruption may be a 
global phenomenon... but 
there is more of it in India 
than anywhere else.” the 
newspaper commented. “It 
has come to pervade all pro- 
fessions the public has to deal 
with, and it has grown in the 
last three to four years." 

The paper said getting 
police help withour paying 
bribes was considered the 
most difficult of all, while 66 
per cent of people saw no 
chance of getting a gas, elec- 
tricity or telephone connec- 
tion without greasing palms, 
and 60 per cent had no hopes 
of admission into schools and 
colleges in a straightfor- 
ward manner. 
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Sounding the alarm 

THE QUEST for protecting the Jorda- 
nian consumer received royal support 
this week when His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan met with the presi- 
dent and members of the Protection of 
Consumers Society (PCC) and called on 
them to breathe new life into their efforts 
to safeguard citizens from contaminated 
foodstuffs. The Crown Prince’s involve- 
ment in the programme to protect Jorda- 
nians from dangerous foodstuffs took 
place against the backdrop of greater 
awareness by the public at large of the 
inherent dangers of unsafe food and 
vegetables. Several deputies in the Lower 
House of Parliament have recently sound- 
ed the alarm about the quality of meat 
that is being sold in the country. The 
response of the minister of health. Dr. 
Aref Batayneh, to these charges left a lot 
to be desired since he merely repeated the 
official policy line on controlling the 
quality of imported and locally produced 
meat without taking the necessary step of 
offering to investigate in earnest the 
allegations made by the deputies. 

Coining to think of it, neither the 
Ministry of Health nor the Ministry of 
Agriculture have reacted in any meaning- 
: iul way to other charges about contamin- 
] ated vegetables and fruits. This issue has 
repeatedly been raised by the public and 
the mass media but that has not lessened 
the dangers inherent in the wrong use of 
; pesticides an' 1 : nsecticides. To the amaze* 
i ment of man} Jordanians, some farmers 
in this country still use internationally 
outlawed pesticides and insecticides that 
are known to cause cancer. The fact that 
the concerned ministers have refrained 
from refuting these charges to the satis- 
i faction of the public is most disturbing to 
j all of us. We feel it is highly irresponsible 
| of any minister or department not to 
j respond to legitimate public concerns at 
! any given time. 

The initiative of Crown Prince Hassan 
j to expand the horizon of PCC and make 
:t more effective comes therefore as no 
surprise. After all, the society itself needs 
j overhaul and now is the time to invigo- 
i rate and renew its mandate. 
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An illusion of peace 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

DESPITE THE modest results of the Arab-Israeli- 
| American meeting held in Washington coder U.S. auspices 
, this week, one can still point to certain vital elements 
I included in the final communique, said Al Dnston r daily 
i Tuesday. The communique contained an Israeli coaunit- 
; meat .to halt the confiscation of Arab lands for setting op 
[ Jewish settlements and to refrain from funding the oon- 
; struction of any more settlements with state money, said 
I the paper. At the same time, the communique reflected a 
renewed commitment on the part of the United States to 
exert more diplomatic efforts to ensure the success of the 
peace process and to accelerate the implementation of the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace agreements, said the daily. What 
the Arabs want to see is an end to the Israeli siege of the 
occupied Arab lands, which has increased tension and has 
caused further deterioration in the living standards of the 
Arab people, add the paper. It said the Arabs want to see 


agreement, which calls for the redeployment of the Israeli 
forces and arrangements for holding elections in the Arab 
lands as well as a complete halt to the b raiding of 
settlements. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’l urged wealthy Jordanians to 
coc^ibute generously to the poor during the holy month of 
Ramadan, and said that the Queen Ana Fund for Social 
Development (QAF), which has experience in handling the 
donations, should be given a mandate to distribute the aid 
to the needy groups and families. Badn Al Mulqi suggested 
that each member of a Muslim family pay half a dinar at the 
start of Eid Al Fitr with the QAF distributing the collected 
donations to the needy during the feast. The writer said 
that this donation should be over and above all other 
donations, winch Muslim offer during the month of 
R^aiadan. Should the contributions amount to great sums. 
\ he said, income generating projects ought to be started 
i under QAF supervision to employ the poor and ensure 
j income for their families. 


I AM writing from Jerusalem, it is the month of Ramadan 
and all around me is a city in pain. It is my third visit to the 
city tins year, and in some ways it is the most difficult. 

I have come with U.S. Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown as part of his mission to promote economic 
development and die peace process. But one and a half 
yean after the signing of the lsraeB-Palestiman agreement, 
there is little evidence of peace or economic p rogress — 
especially for the Palestinians. 

On tins trip, I have met with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and other ministers of his government. I 
have met with Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and other Palestinian ministers. In 
addition, I have met with separate groups of Israeli and 
Palestinian business and political leaders, and talked with 
ordinary citizens on both sides. 

The “official line" being tooted after die Cairo summit is 
that the “process is bade on track” and that there is a “new 
momentum towards peace.” But the reality is quite 
different. 

All that Israelis will talk about is “the terror.” From the 
most liberal and the most conservative Israeli, the message 
is the same: “Terror must stop for peace to go forward.” It 
is a deeply felt consensus view. 

All die Palestinians see is occupation and the terror that 
accompanies it. In the West Bank, in particular, it is 
evident that little has changed. The closure of Jerusalem is 
nearly complete. Is some ways, the city has become a “no 
man’s land.” It's economy and its spirit are being killed as 
its ties with the West Bank dimmish. Despair has replaced 
the hope that many felt just one year ago. And many of 
Jerusalem's young speak of leaving — they say, “there is no 
life for us here. 

In travelling in any direction out of the city you can see 
the raped hilltops; fresh earth turned over and new 
settlements being constructed. There is new budding in the 
established settlements. In so many ways, it is business as 
usual. 

Going into or leaving Gaza, again seems strikingly 
similar to occupation. It is difficult to see what has 


ft there is peace, someone forgot to tell the Israelis at the 
checkpoints or their Palestinian victims. Young men with 
guns racing grown up men in a fine. The young Israelis 
shouting rudely, giving orders; the older, brooding Palesti- 
nians acting nervous and afraid, keeping their anger in. It is 
a classic portrait of power versus powerlessness. The daily 
humiliation of the checkpoint can’t help but create hatred. 

Inside Gaza you can see change. There are Palestinians 
in uniform and Palestinians in charge. The dty is a fittie 
cleaner now and there is some betiding underway. But one 
gets the feeling that Gaza is in the eye of a storm — it is 
waiting. How long it can wait is difficult to tell. 

Take the building, for example. Near the coast in Gaza 


C5ty you can see Large buddings in various stages of 
completion, braidings not unlike those being erected in 
other Arab cities. But no matter what the degree of 
completion, the trtnlduxs^ wait. There is no iofrastivcaiie': 
no adequate water, electricity, telephone service and, 
especially, sewage treatment Real streets in Gaza CSty are 
few and far between. Whatever the Israelis did during their 
27-year occup atio n of Gaza, budding or paving streets was 
not one of their priorities. Neither was sewage. One of the 
most common sights seen while travelling through Gaza 
CSty are the enormous ponds that cars must go through, 
even on most major roads. It is like riding through the park 
in Washington after a huge rainfall — except this wasn’t 
rainwater, it was waste water. 

The businessmen in Gaza are also waiting for loans, for 
the right to export their products, for the right to leave the 
country to seek investment, for material arm massive and 
promised mteroational aid that was to jumps Lair then- 
economy and give them the infrastructure they need to 
grow. 

And the young men in Gaza are waiting, too, for jobs, 
for opportunities, for hope in a better future. 

I away from this trip with the sad realisation thar 
this process is giving peace a bad name. Many people don’t 
even want to hear about peace or talk about it There is a 
deep cynicism developing — something that summits and 
declarations wont cure. 

I also came away with the conviction that this cycle of 
anger and fear, cynicism and despair and violence can be 
broken; but that would require addressing their root 
causes. 

Peace requires that attitudes change. But for attitudes to 
change, reality must change first. 

When the declaration of “mutual recognition” was 
signed, Palestinians and Israelis were both ready for such 
change to occur. But daily fife has not changed, and old 
attitudes are ret ren ching. 

Palestinians remain powerless. Their land continues to 
be taken from them, foe humiliation and control and terror 
of the occupation remain facts of life. And this poweriess- 
ness has produced deformities in the culture: Anger, 
despair and cynicism. 

Israelis remain in co n trol. But their control is never 
complete and so they become victims of Palestinian despair 
and anger. And they, too , are deformed by the resulting 
anger, fear and cynicism. 

It is interesting even to hear the way Israelis describe the 


thing masters are always aftakl to do for fear the slaves w31 
turn on them to avenge past wounds. And so the Israelis 
have attempted, from tbe beginning, to have peace witie 
still mamtaming control — seeking to define foe Kmits of 


peace every step of the way. At tunes, foe peace 
mi ght be better described as dictation and impose 
instead of foaJogne and negotiation- ^ 

What is equally disturbing is the Israeli refusal to 
cause and effect? The Israeli leadership and its supporters 
a ppear imahip to responsibility for foe anger ana 

foe violence that, their skewed re l a tionship with the 
Palestinians has brought into existence. 

In their way of computing reality, it is as if all history 
hpgmg with each new act of tenor Nothing happened 
before it, and no one (other than they) Ins suf fered before 
foe v ictims , of this particular act. There is no effort to see 
foe violence in a cycle or to understand why die perpetra- 
tors acted as they did of why there are peopte whose anger 
»iy < rfiqiniT bring them to support this or that crime. 

Hence, in their view, Israelis speak about terror as if it 
were a mere malignancy, a foreign implant, that has 

invaded the peace process without a reason — to destroy it. 
The si m p l is tic solution, in this view, is to “e r adicate” or 
“exterminate” the tenor by rounding up or otherwise 
efiminating its supporters. 

Of course, it must be granted that there are groups and 
individuals who seek to destroy die peace process with 
terror. But if die p rocess were really working, then the 
danger and on which these fanatics prey would 

evaporate, leaving them isolated in their respective circles. 
I gno ring connection gu«q> the Israelis and those who 
support them to view foe efintinatian of terror in purely 
military and police terms. 

Yet by acting on fob view, the Israelis perpetuate acts of 
collective punishment (its own form of tenor) d es igne d to 
demonstrate their power and to remind tbe Palestinians of 
their poweriessness. It is lost on the Israelis that fob simply 
produces more despair and anger, and creates more 
Palestinian victims who will support desperate acta of 
striking out against the mavw — and so tbe cycle of 
violence is perpetuated. 

All of fob is an old story. It was to have changed with 
peace and the “mutual recognition of rights.” So ter, it has 
not 

There are so many others dungs I learned on fob visit, so 
many specific recommendations I will make in an effort to 
end tbe cycle aqd bring real change to the daily lives of the 
Israeli and Palestinian people. 

But the first and simplest observation I can make is that: 
Yes, die terror must stop and yes, the process b impeded 
by foe continuation erf violence. But for the terror to stop, 
there must be a change in tbe daSy life of Palestinians. And 


there must be a change in tbe daSy life of Palestinians. And 
that regim es less Israeli control, less humiliation, more 
o pp ort un ities and more respect for Palestinians’ equal 
ngpts as human beings. These are die changes that were 
hoped for in September of 1993. 

These are what peace was to have brought — and peace 
will not become real until these changes become real. 


By Brian Kilfen 

Reuter 

ALMA-ATA — The Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), struggling to 
take joint derisions and 
hardly implementing them, 
b splitting into regional 
economic blocs which could 
shape the future of the 12- 
member grouping. 

The 17th CIS summit, 
held in the Kazakh capital 
on Friday, was trumpeted 
as another step towards in- 
tegrating the fractious for- 
mer Soviet republics it 
embraces. 

But Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev's 
dream of the CIS evolving 
into a “Eurasian union” 
which would involve much 
closer integration is as far 
from reality as ever. 

Even foe summit's show- 


CIS future hangs in balance after 17th summit 


piece agreement, promot- 
ing peace and stability in 
foe CIS, lacked teeth and 
was seen by Ukraine as a 
document strengthening foe 
principles that have torpe- 
doed so many CIS initia- 
tives in foe past. 

“It is only a call on coun- 
tries to adhere to some 
principles in our relations 
— for example integrity of 
borders, state sovereignty,” 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Hennady Udovenko told 
reporters. “It does no harm 
to remind people about 
these principles every 
time.” 

The CIS. set up on the 
ashes of foe Soviet empire 
in late 1991. has been large- 
ly ineffectual as a successor 
to the Soviet Union because 
governments, jealous of 
their sovereignty, have 
been unwilling to delegate 


powers to it. 

However, economic 
pragmatism has pushed 
Russia, Kazakhstan and 
Belarus into a customs un- 
ion which Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin believes could expand. 

Another tripartite group, 
comprising Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyz- 
stan, met on the fringes of 
foe summit and agreed to 
strengthen economic ties 
and build on the “common 
economic space” they set 
up last year. 

The main question now is 
whether these separate re- 
gional blocs can unite under 
foe auspices of foe Inter- 
state Economic Council, 
foe first supranational CIS 
body that will have powers 
to override member gov- 
ernments. 

But, if Friday's summit b 


anything to go by, it will be 
some time before the 
acorns of economic coop- 
eration take root and grow. 

“Some sort of core union 
emerge from this, but pros- 
pects for them seeing eye. 
to-eye on key issues are 
slim,” said a Western diplo- 
mat observing foe meeting: 

The Moscow-based CIS 
Interstate Economic Coun- 
cil has not even started to 
function. Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexei Bol- 
shakov has been nominated 
to bead it, but some states 
are wary of Russian domi- 
nance and have not 
approved the choice. 

Another obvious barrier 
to economic integration is 
tbe different pace of econo- 
mic reform m foe various 
CIS states, which have their 
own separate non- 
convertible currencies. 


Tbe CIS summit, in appa- 
rent deference to Russia 
and despite talking about 
peace and stability, all but 
ignored the war in 
Checbenya. . 

President Boris Yeltsin';' 
who had appeared , some- 
what weary and unsteady 
on his feet on his arrival in 
Alma-Ata, failed to show 
up at foe dosing news con- 
•ference. 

Some past summits have 
fined up all of the heads of 
state to answer questions. 
But Mr. Yeltsin was the 
only one to appear at the 
previous gathering in Mos- 
cow and CIS protocol offi- 
cials said it was normal for 
only the host president to 
face reporters. 

Mr. Nazarbayev said Mr]"" 
Yeltsin had briefed the 
other leaders on- 
Chechenya, where 


thousands have been killed 
since Russia sent in troops 
qn Dec. 11 to' crab armed 
separatists who had been 
defying Moscow’s lead- 
■-eishrp for three years. 

■- But toe. -GX& issued no 
- statement - on Checbenya, 
foe latest in a series of 
ethnic conflicts which in- 
spired the document- on 
“peace and stability.” 

The memorandum, prop- 
osed by Mr. Nazarbayev, 
was watered down from foe 
status of a pact. It aims to 
preserve integrity of fron- 
tiers and calls on members 
to refrain from military, 
political, economic or other 
pressure on each other. 

Differences over other 
proposals, including joint 
defence of borders with 
non-CIS states, will be car- 
ried over to die 18th sum- 
mit in the Belarussian capit- 
al Minsk on May 25-26. 


Critics ask why Kremlin 
waited three years on Chechenya 


By Jean Rafftdli 

. Agence France Presse 

MOSCOW — Two months 
into Moscow’s military in- 
tervention in Chechenya, 
Russian politicians are still 
puzzling over why it took 
.the Kremlin three years to 
move against the Caucasus 
republic’s independence 
drive. 

Above all, questions are 
being asked as to why the 
government opted for an 
exclusively military re- 
sponse to bring the seces- 
sionist republic to heel and 
why it had to choose such 
a brutal and large-scale op- 
eration. 

Communists, led by Gen- 
nadi Ziyuganov, and demo- 
crats behind former refrom- 
ist premier Yegor Gaidar, 
have repeatedly said the- 
government should have 
taken another path to re- 
solve foe issue of Chechen 
independence, proclaimed 
unilaterally in 1991. 

Observers here believe 
sevetal other solutions were 
open to Moscow apart from 
armed intervention. 

Alternatives included sit- 
ting back and watching 
popular criticism of 
Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev grow in 
foe face of general anarchy 
in the republic, as well as 
sealing off Checbenya and 
imposing an economic 
blockade — if necessary 
with military support. 

A more cynical solution 
could have seen direct ac- 
tion by the FSK securitv 








services, successor of the 
KGB. to eliminate anti- 
Moscow Chechen elements. 

But observers are parti- 
cularly puzzled by the 
three-year wait for anion. 

Muscovite political 
analyst Boris Grishchenko 
said he believed that after 
proclaiming independence. 
“Dudayev served the in- 
terests of business lobbies 
linked more or less directly 
to political milieux in Mos- 
cow until last year.” 

Nationalist deputy Sergei 
Baburin also expressed this 
view when he told AFP in 
September, that “Mr. 
Dudayev serves certain 
milieux in Moscow.” 

However, according to 
Mr. Grishchenko, “pur- 
suing collaboration with 
Dzhokhar Dudayev was be- 
coming dangerous.-” Mean- 
while, his popularity inside 
Chechenya was on the 
wane, and goods being sold 
to Moscow became the ob- 
ject of fierce rivalry be- 


tween Mafia-style gangs. 

‘ “At the start of 1994. 
there was ito longer any- 
thing to pillage, thus no- 
thing left to share out.” Mr. 
Grishchenko said. He 
added that Mr. Dudayev's 
overthrow h3d by that stage 
become a possibility. 

Other observers pointed 
to foe fact that when Mr. 
Dudayev declared inde- 
pendence. Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin was lock- 
ed in a power struggle with 
the Moscow parliament 
which culminated in the 
bloody stand-off at the 
legislature in October 1993. 

Mr. Yeltsin had little 
scope to reflect on the state 
of play in Chechenya. 

Russia was then gripped 
by a crisis on its southern 
mnge, with the election in 
January 1994 of Yuri Mesh- 
kov as head of foe pro- 
Russian autonomous re- 
public of Crimea in foe 
Ukraine, an event which 
threatened to scupper Rus- 


sian relations with Ukraine. 

The crisis between Kiev 
and Simferopol in the 
Crimea escalated and threw 
into question foe future of 
the strategically important 
Black Sea fleet, based in 
foe Crimea. 

The situation calmed 
down again in July with the 1 
election of Leonid Kuchina | 
as Ukrainian president 
damping nationalist aspira- 
tions in foe southern mid 
western Ukraine. 

It was then, in early Au- 
gust, that Chechen opposi- 
tion supporters created the 
Moscow-backed Provision- 
al Council under Umar 
Avturkhanov. From then 
on, Russia indirectly be- 
came involved in 
Chechenya. inspiring the 
opposition to try to over- 
throw Mr. Dudayev by pro- 
viding the council with 
logistical help. 

On Nov. 29 last year, 
with Mr. Dudayev still defiantly 
hanging on, Moscow 
decided to send troops in 
following a meeting of foe 
Russian Security Council. 

A further factor which 
had caused Moscow to wait 
until December before 
attacking Chechenya was 
uncertainty over foe fete of 
the Russian republic of 
Tatarstan, which was dog- 
gedly holding out for a large 
degree of autonomy. 

_ But the normalisation of 
links between Moscow and 
the Tatar capital of Kazan a 
year ago allowed Russia to 
turn its frill attention to 
resolving foe problem of 
Chechenya. 


LETTERS 


Why people write 
letters? 

To tbe E dito r: 


UPON READING some “letters to the Editor” in foe 
Jordan Times,.! find it both interesting and fr ustrati ng that 
some Jordanians write to complain abont an incident winch 
hap pened to them in the past. Take, for example, foe 
university student who is criticising her fellow mah 
students for staring at her or malting remarks as foe passes 
by them, or the gentiemen who complains about tbe rack erf 
police officers whom be could find to pay his JD 5 fine, and 
you will know what I mean. 

I befievc those types of letters should be addressed to the 
Arabic newspapers, especially since they are written by 
Jordanians and addressed basically to other Jordanians. I 
am not really sure how many Umvnrityof Jordan students, 
f o r instance, read foe Jordan Times or whether foe various 
government public relation officers bother to notice read- 
ers’ c omme nts in your newspaper. 

Instead of tackling real issues concerning us, I mgytf 
that writers of such letters are only trying to be ostentations 
by showing their friends that they can write letters in 
Engl is h arm can get their names printed in a newspaper. 

But by doing that, these people merely giving wrong 


Hmwnm Deranfeh, 
Amman . 


The Jordan Times welcomes tetters and contributi ons from 
its re aders on any subject they wish to tackle. . Letters 
intended for publication, however, should mn t am die 
writer's faff same and preferably address as weft Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under ^perial 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

flag. A clash broke out with were captu 
Yemeni bonier police, who warplanes ] 
recovered the post and rip- on Yemeni 
ped down die flag. There wa 

There was no official Saudi of the repc 
comment on the incident. the monl 
Earlier this month Yemen opposition 
and Saudi Arabia agreed to Party (YSf 
halt military movements Official 

along their disputed border had said at 
and poll their forces back soldiers w< 
from the area, following a clash on 
series of dashes. Saadi fora 


were captured, it said Saadi 
warplanes launched air raids 
on Yemeni positions. 

There was no confirmation 
of the report by foe weekly, 
the mouthpiece of the 
opposition Yemen Socialist 


between the two countries, 
whose relations deteriorated 
during the 1990-1991 Golf 
crisis when Riyadh -accused 
Sanaa of supporting Bagh- 
dad. 

In Yemen’s two-month 
civil war last year, S anaa 
accused Riyadh of aiding 
southern Yemeni forces in 
their bid to break away from 
the north. 

Yemen claims sover e ig n t y 
over three Saadi provinces — 
Najran, Jtzan and Asstr — 
assigned to the kingdom 
under a treaty signed in 1934. 
Sanaa argues that the treaty 
expired in September 1992 
and is opposed to renewing 
it. 

The Yemeni AI Thawra 
weekly reported cm Friday 
several people were killed or 
wounded m “wide-scale” 
dashes on Wednesday jn 
which several Saadi troops 


Official Yemeni sources 
had said a number of Yemeni 
soldiers were injured in a 
clash on Tuesday with a 
Saudi force that penetrated 
Yemeni territory. 

An official Yemeni source 
on Friday denied a report m 
the Lebanese Al Anwar pap- 
er saying that Sanaa had 
rushed troops to the border 
and that Yemeni forces held 
a Saudi post inside Saadi 
territory. 

“There is no truth what 
soever in this report... there 
are no Yemeni troops massed 
on die border,” he said. 

Al Anwar said telephone 
contacts took place between 
King Fahd and a number of 
Arab leaders on Thursday 
and that Saudi ambassadors 
were briefed on the massing 
of Yemeni troops. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency said King Fahd 
talked on Thursday with 
President Assad and Presi- 
dent Mubarak and cfiscussed 
“political and security de- 
velopments on the Arab and 
international arena.” 


Chechens hold onto palace 

(Continued from page 1) 


of Russia, Mr. Clinton said 
‘’thc-vkrience must end.” 
'■“E^cafe again on all foe 
partiEs tfr stop spilling blood 
and start making peace,” he 
added. 

Grozny has been subjected 
to air raids as well as relent- 
less artillery bombardment, 
with Mbmtka Square, a ral- 
lying point for Chechen com- 
batants in the south of the 


city, hit by about a dozen 
bombs which killed at least 
three people and injured five 
more on Saturday, photo- 
grapher on the scene said. 

But victory was still not in 
sight for the Russians, more 
than a month after they were 
sent to put down the three- 
year-old rebellion in the 
secessionist republic. 


Jerusalem should not cause disunity 

(Continued from page 1) 

over this issue since the King- the Dome of the Rock Mos- 
dom has no ambitions or que, in order to achieve that 
objectives other than protec- goal. .. 
tion of the Arab and Islaimc The Jerusalem Committee 
I ^E2f yoftbeHolyaty * win give aftention to efforts 
ad 5 ri.- tiJ- . ^ being made at all levels to 

Participation m foe OIC ensure Arab sovereignty over 
(Jerusalem Committee s) Arab Jerusalem, to motect 
meeting manifests Jordan’** fts Islamic. character .and to 
defenrunation’ 'to" present secure the rights of alLfoOoWr 

^li of foe monotheistic reli- 
statusof foe Holy City, Mr. giems, Mr. Mbeideen said. 
Mbeideen said. 

Stressing: that Jordan seeks yB Jerusalem Co mmitt ee, 

to safeguard the holy shrines which was formed by OIC in 
Mr. Mbeideen recalled that 1975, has been entrusted with 
Jordan had been acting as implementing resolutions 
guardian of these places over passed by OIC and other 
the past five decades and international organisations 
undertook many measures, ^Mrich rapport OICs stand, 
including foe restoration of Mr. Mbeideen noted. 


Movement takes shape 

(Continued from page. 1) 
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dements has also boosted 
efforts to organise Palesti- 
nian ranks. 

Dr. Abdul Shaft’s call 
coincided with parallel, 
albeit uncoordinated, 
efforts to revive the PLO. 

The new initiative to re- 
vive foe PLO is led by 
Palestinian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Kaddoumi, who 
met with Palestinian 
opposition groups in 
Damascus last week. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, a mem- 
ber of the Fateh Central 
Committee, even met with 
KhaJed Al Fahoum, leader 
of the National Salvation 
Front, and Ahmad Jibrzl of 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
General Command (PFLP- 
GC), who were accused in 
the past of attempting to 
create an alternative orga- 
nisation to foe PLO. 

According to sources 
from foe opposition Demo- 
-cratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP), 
Mr. Kaddoumi has pledged 
to join in the call for the 
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But other Palestinian 
sources are not optimistic 
about the success of these 
efforts, .especially that most* 
Of the PLO leadership in- 
stitutions have been de- 
funct since PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat moved to the 

Gaza Strip last July. 

Following are excerpts 
from Dr. Abdul Shan’s 
draft proposal: 

“... A movement for 
building democracy is 
needed... to practise its 
role initially among foe 
Pcopde in foe occupied ter- 
ritories. 

sffceTnovement 5 s political 
Jdemty is based on the 
foQowuig: 

— r Cwnmitment to foe 
Palestinian people’s right 
.to setf-de termination and 
foe establishment of an in- 
dependent Palestinian state 
011 Palestinian land and the 
attainment of the Palesti- 
. rights in 

&£ cbvdHce 1% Unite#* 


Nations resolutions. 

— The movement reiter- 
ates the unity of the Palesti- 
nian people arid that foe 
PLO is the legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palesti- 
nian people and the symbol 
of their unity. 

— The movement con- 
siders the continuation of 
the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian lands — the 
Gaza Strip, and foe West 
Bank including East Jeru- 
salem — ana settlement 
construction as a blatant 
aggression condemned by 
foe United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. 
They are serious obstacles 
to peace in foe region. 

— The movement is 
committed to the peace in- 
itiative launched by foe 
Palestine National Conned 
(PNC) in Algiers, on Nov. 
15, 1988, and to Palestinian 
refugees’ rights according 
to United Nations Resolu- 
tion 194. 

— The movement rejects 
any Israeli territorial claims 
in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, including East 
Jerusalem, and considers 
foe construction and settle- 
ment of Israelis in foal area 
illegal and in total con- 
travention of foe require- 
ments of peace. 

— The movement con- 
siders the continuation of 
^Israeli claims as a flagrant 
cali'fbr violence and a dis- 
tortion of foe concept of 
peace. The movement 
. holds Israel responsible for 
the vfolencejthat results as 
a consequence of the Israeli 
policies — whether it is 
Palestinian or Israeli vio- 
lence. 

— On foe basis of die 
commitments mentioned 

above foe Movement for. 
Democracy is open for all 
individuals who believe and 
adhere to democracy and 
work to disseminate demo- 
cratic values and practices' 
in the Palestinian society. 
The movement is not ready 
to compromise its in depen-' 
dent identity. 
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Palestinian youths clash with an Israeli military police unit after the Friday noon prayer as they were prevented from holding a demonstration in the Arab village of 
El Khader against the widening of the settlement of Ephrat (AFP photo) 

Self-rule deal could die of irrelevance 

With continuing violence and stalemate over Jewish settlements, 

Rabin may have run out of ideas, Derek Brown in Jerusalem writes 


IT HAS been a dreadful 
week for the Israeli govern- 
ment and for the peace 
accord with the Palesti- 
nians! Eleven fives "have- 
been taken,, and trust be- 
tween the so-called peace 
partners is as low as it has 
been — possibly as low as It 
can get without foe whole 
process disintegrating. 

The gloom is not just the 
product of a particularly 
grim week, but of the 
accumulated disillusion on 
both sides with an arrange- 
ment which has promised 
much and delivered danger- 
ously little. 

Some of foe Palestinians 
have freedom of a sort, but 
it is foe freedom of the 
ghetto. Within foe self-rule 
enclaves of Jericho and foe 
Gaza Strip, their borders 
guarded tty Israeli troops, 
poverty is increasing. In the 
rest of the West Bank, still 
under militaty occupation, 
there is burning resentment 
about the remorseless ex- 
pansion of Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Fran the other side of 
the 1967 border, the view is 
not better. Rightwing 
Israelis were appalled by 
the very idea of peace with 
Yasser Arafat’s Palestine 
liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Even liberals were 
apprehensive. Now every- 
one is sated with the almost 
daily reports of death. 
More than 100 Israelis have 
been killed since the signing 


of the “historic” peace 
accord in September 1993, 
the bloodiest toll by far 
since rhe^start of foe Arab 
mtifada,!br uprising, in late 
1987.: .7-' 

Last week’s dead, 10 
Palestinians and one Israeli, 
sustain the ratio of the in- 
tifada. But over recent 
months it has been much 
more b a la n ced. That fact is 
chilling in a country obses- 
sed by threat and survival. 

Over the past 15 months 
of “peace", Islamist groups 
like Hamas and others 
opposed to foe accord have 
hit civilian and security 
force targets more efficient- 
ly than ever before. Now 
even Mr. Arafat’s raggedy 
police force seems to be 
joining in. 

Last week’s corpses in- 
clude three Palestinian 
policemen, killed by Israeli 
troops at Beit Hanotm in- 
side the northern border of 
the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. The army says cate- 
gorically that the police 
fired first; foe Palestinians 
insist that they did not fire 
at all. 

As ever, wfaaf is believed 
is modi more important 
than what can be proved. 
The conventional wisdom 
in Gaza today is that Israel 
deliberately launched a 
lethal attack to divert atten- 
tion from its own obstruc- 
tion of the peace process. 

For an increasing number 
of Israelis, the affray at Beit 


Hanoun is evidence of the 
essential on trustworthiness 
of Mr. Arafat and the PLO. 
Tngtearf of neutralising the 
militant threat, . the argu- 
mentnmsi self-rule has dra- 
matically increased it. 

There have been signs for 
some time that the govern- 
ment and security forces are 
losing patience with the 
.Palestinians’ failure to de- 
liver on security. Last au- 
tumn, in the wake 
of the Islamist suicide 
bombing of a bus in Tel 
Aviv, which claimed more 
than 20 Israeli lives, the 
gloves came off. At least 
one Islamist activist was 
assassinated in Gaza, and 
undercover operations were 
stepped up. 

Last week brought 
dramatic evidence of tbe 
new, no-nonsense 
approach. On Monday, 
hours before the Beit Ha- 
noun shooting, troops inter- 
cepted and shot dead three 
Hamas militants in two 
separate incidents in the 
West Bank. Four activists 
of foe Popular Front were 
cornered in Ramallah also 
and, as the military analysts 
say, “eliminated”. 

There should be nothing 
inevitable about the re- 
sponse, but there always is 
a response. Recently, a 
wo man settler died when 
her car was attacked by 
gunmen near Ram all ah. 
Her brother-in-law was 
wounded. Two small girls 


were in the vehide. Neither 
was hurt. 

The latest attack has bro- 
taliy underlined the govern! 
meat’s dilemma 1 'over Jew-" 
ish colonisation of fod'West 
Bank, an issue which has 
suddenly jumped to the top 
of the “peace” agenda after 
months of muted Palesti- 
nian grumbling and casual 
Israeli reassurances. 

Tbe government is ada- 
mant that settlements can 
be discussed only when the 
time comes to negotiate a 
final-status agreement. In 
foe meantime, it says, there 
will be no new public sector 
building, and no new settle- 
ments. 

The reality is that settle- 
ments are growing, Jews 
are moving into the West 
Bank, land is bring confis- 
cated, and new roads are 
bring constructed. AH of 
this has gone on behind a 
smokescreen of legalistic 
guff about “state” land, pri- 
vate sector activity, security 
considerations, existing 
permits, and so on. What 
matters are facts on foe 
ground, and those facts are 
humiliating for West Bank 
Palestinians. 

After a recent violent 
clash on tbe site of yet 
another settlement expan- 
sion near Bethlehem, and 
the government’s subse- 
quent attempt at “com- 
promise” (the site was 
moved and building is going 
ahead), Palestinians and 


settlers are talking them- 
selves into a potentially 
ugly new confrontation. 

Demonstrations, .. backed 
by peace 'groups and sec- 
tions of foe Israeli left, were 
planned at several building 
sites. In response, foe more 
militant settlers are talking 
of taking defence into their 
own hands, and bitterly 
accusing the government of 
giving in to violence. 

(Nothing about this is 
comic, but there have been 
surreal moments. Such as 
Eliakim Ha’etzni, one of 
the shriller settlers from the 
ultra-right community of 
Kixyat Arba, com plainin g 
about Palestinians “grab- 
bing our land*'.) 

Against this background 
of confrontation, it is 
perhaps unsurprising that 
there has been little prog- 
ress on the next scheduled 
phase of foe peace process: 
pulling Israeli troops out of 
Arab areas and extending 
self-rule into the occupied 
West Bank as a prelude to 
Palestinian elections. Bnt 
therein lies the greatest 
danger of all, that without 
forward momentum the 
accord will atrophy and die 
of sheer irrelevance. 

“We have moved from 
the siege of Beirut to the 
seige of Gaza,” said foe 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority spokesman, Nabfl 
Abu Rudeina, last week. 
“We expected Israel to re- 
deploy its troops; instead it 


has redeployed its settlers.”. 

Mr. Rudeina belongs to 
foe vast majority of Palesti- 
n i a ns who detect a plot, or 
several concurrent plots, in \ 
what has happened in the 
past half-year of political 
stalemate and deteriorating 
security. 

Much more plausible, 
however, is the growing 
view that the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, 
has simply run out of op- 
tions, perhaps even of 
ideas. Politically, his surviv- 
al and that of his Labour 
Party depend on the success 
of foe peace process. But 
equally, he stands or falls 
on foe be-all and end-all 
issue: security. 

Any concession to foe 
Palestinians, for example 
on the release of foe 5,000 
or more prisoners still in 
Israeli jails, will be inter- 
preted by the right as weak- 
ness, and an incitement to 
more violence. But if he 
offers nothing to foe PLO 
and instead appeases foe 
right with harsher security, 
Mr. Arafat could lose his 
already crumbling popular 
base. 

In a system dominated by 
news bulletins — what in 
Northern Ireland used to be 
called tbe politics of the 
latest atrocity — it seems an 
age since Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat stood side by 
side in Stockholm to receive • 
foe Nobel peace prize. 

The Guardian 


Pakistan’s mighty Khan 


LAHORE — HE is mobbed 
wherever he goes- People 
want to touch mm. School- 
children happily line up to 
give him their pocket 
money, women fling their 
jewellery at him, small trad- 
ers and businessmen have 
raised billions of rupees for 
his cause. His rallies get 
bigger and more stirring by 
foe day. Rousing slogans 
proclaim him as foe next 
prime minister of Pakistan. 

He is Imran Khan, a for- 
mer captain of Pakistan’s 
cricket team, who shot to 
glory after Pakistan won 
cricket’s World Cup in 
1992. These days Mr. Khan 
is raising money for a can- 
cer hospital for foe poor in 
memory of his mother, who 
'died or the disease. More 
wonyingly for Pakistan’s 
political leaders, the mime 
minister, Benazir Bhutto, 
and foe opposition's Nawaz 
Sharif, he has become a 


popular icon. 

until recently, the 
Oxford-educated Mr. Khan 
wore Armani suits, dated 
London socialites and rob- 
bed shoulders with royalty 
and rock stars. Now he has 
tamed his back on all that. 
Clad in traditional Pakistan 
sbalwar kameez, be claims 
the West is immoral, de- 
praved, hypocritical and 
imperialistic. He accuses 
Pakistani ruling elites of 
being heartless and corrupt. 
There is talk of forming a 
welfare party or pressure 
group to address the plight 
of foe “wretched of the 
earth”. 

To Pakistanis the new 
Imran Khan is noble (he 
comes from a noble line of 
Pathans), truthful (he 
admitted that he had once 
“tampered” with the ball in 
a county cricket match). - 
selfless (cancer hospital for 
foe poor), independent (he 
is critical of aH politicians 


and parties) and homespun 
(the refuses to wear West- 
ern dothes and frowns on 
Western music). He scolds 
upper class children for 
aspiring to become “brown 
sahibs.” He insists that his 
hospital will not become 
dependent on handouts 
from tbe rich or foe power- 
ful. His populist rhetoric 
evokes standing ovations 
across foe country. 

Mr. Khan’s stardom 
springs partly from people’s 
discontent with Pakistan's 
corrupt political leadership. 
It also reflects strong under- 
currents of anti-Western 
feeling among many sec- 
tions of state and society. 
How has this come about? 

Since Pakistan reverted 
to democracy in 1988, tbe 
country has been plagued 
by recurring constitutional 
crises, bitter palace intri- 
gues and acute political in- 
stability. Five governments 


have come and gone, three 
elections have taken place. 
Every regime, at national 
and state level, has faced 
charges of corruption, 
embezzlement and plunder. 
The same landed elites 
which propped up military 
regimes in the past now hog 
the power under democra- 
cy- 

Benazir Bhutto has 
turned out to be a dis- 
appointment. Jobs are har- 
der to find, inflation is soar- 
ing (over 20 per cent unoffi- 
cially), law and order has 
rapidly deteriorated and 
sectarianism (financed by 
Saudi Arabia and Iran) is 
rife. Ethnic conflict has pa- 
ralysed foe country’s largest 
industrial city. Karachi, 
where more than 800 peo- 
ple (including 70 police- 
men) were killed by terror- 
ists in 1994. 

The economy is slack. 
For the third year running. 


growth is expected to be 
lower than the 6 per cent 
average for the 1980s. 
Many industries, including 
cotton (foe country’s top 
foreign-exchange earner) 
and sugar, are in bad shape. 
Since March, foe Karachi 
Stock Exchange index has 
declined 727 points to 1936 
points in December. 

The country is steadily 
drifting into a pro-Islam, 
anti-West mood. Pakistanis 
felt betrayed when the Un- 
ited States, a staunch ally 
for Over four decades, cut 
off economic and military 
aid in 1990 in retaliation for 
Pakistan's refusal to aban- 
don its nudear programme. 
Lack of Western support 
for foe cause of Muslims in 
Kashmir and Bosnia is seen 
as part of foe West’s “new 
crusade against Islam.” 

In this atmosphere of de- 
spair and drift many people 
find themselves yearning 
for a saviour to provide 


security, stability and self- 
respect. Can the born-again 
Muslim Imran Khan rake 
on this role? For the mo- 
ment, Mr. Khan is insisting 
that he is not interested in 
politics because he finds it 
“contemptible”. But he 
admits that General Hamid 
Gul is his mentor and 
marde e momin (the rightly 
guided). 

General Gul was head of 
Pakistan’s Inter Services In- 
telligence agency when the 
Afghan war was at its peak. 
He is an aggressive self 
proclaimed “Islamic vision- 
ary” who has been touring 
the country exhorting peo- 
ple to demand the libera- 
tion of Kashmir by force 
from India. The danger to 
Pakistan is that the “mighty 
Khan” (as he is fondly cal- 
led) might become a pawn 
in foe hands of such de- 
magogues. 

The Economist. 
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Clinton touts economic record 


Washington (afpi — 

*re®dent Bill Clinton turned 
attention Monday from 
te JPsiative battles and attacks 
a 8 a ifst his latest cabinet 
"oninee to his rosier record 
00 the economic front. 

“This economic report is 
an important milestone for 
me ft measures our success 
- ; fulfilling the mission that I 
brought to this presidency,” 
Clinton said in an Oral 
Office ceremony releasing his 
annual report on the state of 
economy to Congress. 

**I lan for this office to help 
restore the American dream 
and to guarantee its avaHabfl- 
Jy for all Americans into the 
-Jst century,” he said, noting 
®e report showed strong 
growth, low inflation and a 
widening employment base. 


Mr. Clinton also 
announced a 90 cent raise In 
the $4.25 per hour mimm ym 
wage over two years, fulfill- 
ing the pledge be made after 
his party’s defeat in Novem- 
ber legislative elections to try 
to give blue collar workers a 
share of the economic recov- 
ery. 

The shift in focus to the 
economy comes as Mr. Clin- 
ton is embroiled in a battle 
over changes the Republican- 
controlled Congress wants to 
make in his cherished crime 
bill and a volatile debate over 
his surgeon general nominee, 
Henry Foster. 

“The president is doing a 
lot of things that are related 
to promoting America’s eco- 
nomic interest both here at 


home and abroad,” White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCarty said earlier. 

But the administration’s 
economic policies and the 
proposed wage hike are also 
under fire. 

Republicans in Congress 
have vowed to vote down die 
' minimnm wage increase and 
have oompLamed that Mr. 
Clinton’s $1.61 trillion 
budget for fiscal 1996 does 
not contain enough spending 
cats. 

Mr. Clinton defended his 
financial plan, challenging 
Republicans to match his de- 
ficit cutting efforts. 

“Now they're in the major- 
ity, it’s their turn,” he said. 
“If they don't like my budget, 
let's see what theirs is. 


They've made promises that 
would make the deficit big- 
ger.” 

The president spent the 
day doseted with business 
leaders and state treasurers 
to discuss die countries fi- 
nances and held his first 
meeting of the President's 
Export Council. 

The panel, which consists 
of 28 private sector business 
leaders, lawmakers and 
White House officials, 
advises the president on ex- 
port policy. 

“I think it’s one of the 
signature elements of this 
adminis tration that we base 
our fight for increasing ex- 
ports abroad in the context of 
our overall foreign policy,” 
Mr. McCuny said. 


1992 parallels seen 


Sterling slumps to two-year lows 


[London (r> — sterling 
[dumped to its lowest against 
Mhe mark for two years Tues- 
. day amid concern about infla- 
;tion, slowing growth and 
! Prime Minister John Major's 
■ political problems. 

1 Some analysts said there 
Icould be a rerun of the eco- 
: nomic and market conditions 
-;that culminated on “black 
t Wednesday” in 1992 when 
{the pound crashed out of the 
.‘European exchange rate 
.’mechanism (ERM) because 
of a conflict of government 
policy. 

The '992 crisis stemmed 
frc-T. i.y; :‘uni::rr.fn:al con- 
flict between the low level of 
interest rates needed to dig 
the economy out of its 
longest recession since the 
. 1930s the high level 
needed to keep sterling up 
and within its ERM bands. 

" Now. Chancellor of the 
'Exchequer Kenneth Clarke 
[faces a similar dilemma with 
ran election looking before 


April 1997. 

“We are seeing the same 
set of conditions now that we 
saw around black Wednes- 
day.” said Nick Parsons, 
head of treasury advisory 
group at Canadian bank 
CIBC Wood Gundy. 

“We are seeing an equally 
fundamental conflict between 
the level of growth that is 
necessary for Clarke to hit his 
inflation target and the level 
of growth . that is necessary 
for the government to be 
reelected," Mr. Parsons 
added. 

Sterling plunged more than 
IS per cent in the aftermath 
of the 1992 crisis to an all- 
time low of 2.3147 marks, 
and this level is in sight again 
after the pound dropped be- 
low its 1994 floor of 2-3710 
marks. Around midday Tues- 
day it was trading at 2.3640 
marks. 

There is also the same ele- 
ment of the market targetting 
certain levels, analysts said. 


This time the target was the 
1994 low just as the pound's 
ERM floor of 2.7780 marks 
was on black Wednesday. 
The next target will obviously 
be the all-time low. 

Mr. Clarke is aiming at a 
core inflation rate of 2.5 per 
cent or below by the time of 
the next election but rising 
prices at the factory gate call 
this into question. January’s 
core inflation index is due to 
be published Wednesday and 
is forecast by analysts at 2.8 
per cent, well above the 
chancellor's target. 

Meanwhile, growth is slow- 
ing, an industry survey Tues- 
day showing flat consumer 
demand and figures showing 
a nine per cent drop in new 
construction orders in the last 
three months only served to 
hammer the pound lower. 

Since becoming chancellor 
in mid-1993, Mr. Clarke has 
had an easy ride with the 
pound's devaluation promp- 
ting a surge in exports and 


pushing growth to levels not 
seen since the boom of the 
late 1980s. He took over from 
Norman Lamont who was 
basically sacked because of 
the black Wednesday deba- 
cle. 

But this is fast becoming 
Mr. Clarke's first real test, 
analysts said. Last year he 
bad it easy, pushing up rates 
to stem inflation when the 
economy was growing strong- 
ly, but now the question is 
whether he has the nerve to 
increase rates again given the 
clear evidence of economic 
slowdown. 

This dilemma could spell 
the end of the cosy rela- 
tionship between Mr. Clarke 
and Bank of England Gov- 
ernor “steady” Eddie 
George, a well-known infla- 
tion hawk. A bank/treasury 
split would hit confidence 
hard, particularly that of 
overseas investors, and 
would send the pound reel- 
ing, analysts said. 



Iraq hikes travel tax I Tourism earns India $1. 6b . 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqis wanting to travel abroad 
must pay a tax of 100,000 dinars, or $153 at the unofficial 
rate, compared with $62 previously, the daily A1 Jumo- 
houriya reported here Tuesday. 

Iraqis aged under 18 pay 60,000 dinars ($92) in tax, the 
paper said, quoting an official at the General Directorate of 
Emigration. 

It is the second hike in the travel tax since it was first 
imposed in May 1993 at a level of 15,000 dinars ($23). A 
few months later it was raised to 40,000 dinars (Sol). 

The average monthly salary m Iraq is about 3,000 dinars. 

The tax is aimed at halting devaluation of the Iraqi dinar 
by reducing the demand for dollars provoked by the foreign 
travel. 

The dinar is worth $3.2 at the official rate, but the 
greenback is traded for 600 dinars in banks and 650 dinars 
on the parallel market. 

The four-year U.N. embargo has triggered rampant 
inflation and deprived Iraq of its oil income, which used to 
account for more than 90 per cent of its overall revenues. 


Sri Lankan premier to 
fight against privatisation 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister Siri- 
ma Bandaranaike conde- 
mned the World Bank’s pri- 
vatisation prescriptions and 
publicly opposed the sale of 
profit-making state enter- 
prises, a state-run daily re- 
ported Monday. Ms. Bandar- 
anaike opposed in principle 
the privatisation of any public 
commercial venture and de- 
clared that the World Bank 
was advising the government 
to privatise “not with any 
love for Sri Lanka," the 
evening Observer said. The 
newspaper said the premier 
pledged to fight in parliament 
against privatisation, a policy 
strongly advocated by her 
daughter. President Chandri- 
ka Komaratunga. 

Ms. Komaratunga in her 
maiden policy statement to 


parliament on Jan. 6 
announced a sweeping priva- 
tisation programme aimed at 
selling off key state-run ser- 
vice, including aviation, 
transport and insurance. She 
said her new government 
would also end the state 
monopoly on power genera- 
tion and hand over infrastruc- 
ture development projects to 
the private sector. 

In sharp contrast to her 
daughter’s policy, Mr. Ban- 
daranaike recalled how she 
resisted pressure from the 
World Bank and nationalised 
petroleum distribution run by 
foreign multinationals in the 
1960s. “The (state-run) Pet- 
roleum Corp. has now be- 
come a leading profit-making 
institution in the country," 
Ms. Bandaranaike said. 


Pakistan to complete privatisation 
of industrial units this year 


KARACHT'(AFP) — The 
Pakistani government plans 
to sell all state-owned indust- 
rial plants this year to com- 
plete its privatisation prog- 
ramme, officials say. 

So far 94 out of 118 public- 
sector factories and corpora- 
tions have been put up for 
auction and the remaining 25 
units will be offered in the 
near future. Privatisation 
Commission Chairman 
Naveed Qamar told AFP. 

In addition to automobile, 
cement, fertilizer and che- 
mical plants the government 
will also sell two thermal- 
power generation plants for 
the first time, the officials 
said. 

The privatisation indudes 
both total disinvestment 


through open bidding' mid 
partial disinvestment in the 
case of large-scale manufac- 
turing and services. 

About 70 public-sector un- 
its, indudmg two banks, have 
been privatised ance the pro- 
cess was initiated in 1988 
under then Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. 

Privatisation went into 
high gear during die term of 
premier Nawaz Sharif, now 
an op^ sition leader, during 
his 1990-93 stint in office. 

However, the privatisation 
drive has been a focus of 
controversy, both now and 
when Mr. Sharif was in pow- 
er. 

Both sides have accused 
each other of committing 
irregularities. In some cases 


trade-union activists went to 
the court but their pleas for 
stopping privatisation have 
been rejected. 

The Bhutto government 
last month arrested for 
alleged bidding fraud a former 
chairman of foe Privatisation 
Commission, retired general 
Saeed Qadir, along with 
Mian Riaz Shafi, chairman of 
plastic-pipe maker Pakistan 
PVC, who bought one of the 
units. 

The arrest of the Pakistan 
PVC chief angered the busi- 
ness community, which 
threatened to boycott foe pri- 
vatisation if he were not re- 
leased. 

The business people have 
also expressed concern over 
the “slow” pace of privatisa- 


tion. • ' ■ ~ ' 

Ms. Bhutto, who is a gain 
prime minister, has pledged 
full acco un tability in priva- 
tisation and reconstituted the 
Privatisation Commission in 
November, a month after 
assuming office. 

The government has 
moved to privatise the tele- 
communications network, 
which has assets of more than 
$9 billion. Telecommunica- 
tions services for sensitive in- 
stitutions such as the army 
axe to remain in state oontroL 

About 12 per cent of the 
shares of Pakistan Telecom- 
munication Corporation 
(PTC) have been sold to the 
public in the form of 
vouchers. 



Andy Capp 




Squeezing you reminds me of 
squeezing toothpaste, and that 
reminds me of the dentist 
and root canals!" 


that Scrambled word game 
a By Henri Amato end NOai ArgMaa 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


DENEY 






SATHY 


YOSSIF 



ZEERIF 


-ft- +& 

VVWTTWN32TH ■ 
FCLE REAL eSTOE 
TWI£CN CCNSPB2H? 
H5 HOLDNOSt 


Now arrange the riffled letters to 
term tee surprtse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A record 1.8 million tourists visited 
India last year despite a plague epidemic in September which - 
led to many countries suspending air and sea links, the 
government' has said. A record number of 221MKKJ tourists 
visited the country in December alone and total earnings for 
1994 were SI. 6 billion, a climb of 11.6 per cent over the 
previous year when 1.7 million tourists visited India. “The 
upsurge in tourist arrivals was mainly due to the concerted 
efforts made by the department of tourism, state govern- 
ments. and the travel, trade and hotel industry." the 
statement said. 


THE Daily Crossword byB«T*»a«**. 


ACROSS - 
1 Mine ncevttton 
at a kind 
B Snout 

10 Cly In England 
UWunnnnD 

15 Cato if— 

16 Rapmi 

17 Canoemtog 
tSTtatfras 

20 Tropical cyclone 

22 — code 

23 Legal dodrtno 

24 Held fast 

25 Detente hue 
29 Aeebtinl 

3Q.Q**italBaor~ 

31 Caraufian 
penins ula 
33 Huny 
36 Getthroutfie 
crisis 

40 BH 

41 Egp-ghape£ 

42 Aswan mountain 
tango 

43 Foflowordare 

44 Incite 

40 Nonsanofcaltaifc 
48 Egyptian qo«a 
briefly 

51 Molze 

52 Heavy, 
snowstorms 

57 Song by living 

58 SpedaSzed 

IBMmL 

81 Israel oHno 

62 Jostle 

63 Neckwear 

64 Existed 
66 Ninnies ■ 

DOWN 

1 Poretaniffle- 

2 Burned 

3 Fr a g ran ce 

4 Decs* 

5 Told 

6 Ron In Brad 

7 Pine or 

8 Confident 
8 Seabird * 

10 Thy wW — * 

11 THdMwBed not 



©tuns r.tnMtawN.kic. 


fUatenM 


12 The terns here . 

13 Wasbeddowi 
IS Organic 

compou nds 
21 --de-sac 

24 HuMe-tattHe 

25 Chessman 
..8 Opposite at 

meatow 

27 Attempt 

28 Wee one 

29 Wimbledon 
winner, ones 

31 Overcoat 

32 Lawyer. aMr. 

33 Burrow 
3« Asian land 
35 Give out 

37 Tramps 

38 Balanced 

39 Highland 

headwear 46 Way 

43 Hdeoua women 48Ctoudtosa 

44 KatHtthataasel 50 Cotton thread 

45 Weepy 52 M tamper 

46 Trim on a btouao 53 Together. 

47 Loser Co Bee musically 


□UBH □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 

□□□□nuyuapuoyuul 

LJULS □□QDUH □□□□ 

□ □□□ unaaoa 
□□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ Quuaa odd 
uuupDaanoopnncia 

□□□ □□□up QLJUQ 

□□□□□ □□dquh 

[□□□□□a □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□uau ana 

□auunaaaauaamau 

□ □□au EL3I3LJ □□kJU 

uauuu □□□□ □□□□ 


54 Ga by bus' 

55 Go to the — 
(degenerate) 

66 Cm Hook e 
eide 

58 London dtarict 


TTTTT77T7 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Discuss with 'allies how mutual 
projects cap be improved. Try to understand better wbar they have 
on their minds. Sh down this evening and write to those who have 
data you require. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Keep busy with financial affairs that 
are important to your welfare now. Listen to what a professional has 
to say that will be helpful to you and reflect on it this evening. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) State your aims to the right people 
today and bring forth from them the assistance you want that wdl 
make you a more successful person. 

MOON C HI LDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You are able to handle 
those persona] matters today with relative ease provided your start 
cm them early.. An attachment is most affectionate this evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Concentrate on social activities this PM. 
and plan for future events. Your private affairs need to be taken care 
of without delay. Show that you are an interesting and energetic 
person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) See what you can do to have a ! 

more plearing image, both in private and public fife. Improve your 
career via the civic platform. Mix tonight with people of au types and 
make a new friend. 

LIBRA: (S ep t em ber 23 toOctober 22} New conditions are at work 
that will give you an opportunity for greater benefits and favours 
than you have bad in a long time. This evening is good for both 
private and public activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There are responsibilities 
that must be handled immediately or you get into deeper hot water 
later on. Once these are completed much happiness with mate is 
possible. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You can work out 
deals now for longtime agreements with associates. Fust let them 
state their view&and then you can say your piece. Go oui for dinner 
later on. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You can make this a 
productive and hapw day provided that you Gist come w a meeting 
of the minds with fellow associates. Later, consult with one who can 
help you with health matters. 

(fenuwy 2 i to February 19) You desire entertainment 
which BaUngfat provided you get some tasks out of the way fim, 
iJter, use your creative talent with vim and vigor. - 

raCKsJFebiwyMtoManAMjlfyouslWyourwilluigiiessto 

help solve proMems at home today; modi harmony can result by 
wtiyevenmg. Plan how to g* that project in ihe busidess world 

Birthstone of .February^ Amethyst — Onyx • 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press I 


Lebanon’s treasury 
bonds lose glitter 


Egyptian 
wins half 
of lottery f s 
first prize 


fami]y s t 

~ in h,. 


4e bto 

1116 **5 


Knimenis i n 

'cund-ffoor 


iWr According to knowledge- 
able sources, JD 50,000, 
which represents half of the 
£few Years first prize of Jor- 
\ dan’s national lottery, went 
& to an Egyptian worker. The 
General Union of Voluntary 
issues the 
stiQ await- 
of the other 
to come 

forward and show the ticket. 
Rumours say the 00-winner 
could be another Egyptian 
who might have left the coun- 
try (Jordan Times). 



ecord-breakinj 
hristie’s sale ^ 


'jrir Frozen chicken with 
Feb. 15 expiry date will be 
$ lu . . -—v distributed to consumers this 

5 NUreyevitenu week at 800 fils per Idlograin- 
.. me. Chicken was selling pre- 

- ORK ^ , viously at JD 1.160 a laiog- 
)wnec dancer R.d- ramme (A1 Aswaq). 
jreyev s collection ^ ‘ ** 

The Industrial Cities 
• -e'r^ m Corporation considers estab- 

m( ?re than r lishing a new industrial city in 
~l‘"r _ 7rca ^na spo* 1 Karak in cooperation with 
. -s i.t s ^ : ‘-day auctni Mu’ta University. The pro- 
i7ts ^ s lR ? 1 e oded Fife, ject will be financed by the 
:s auction s take wast Japanese aid to the Kingdom 
■ - e pre-sale estuna- (Al Dostour). 

- ^-ij’iion :e> S4.g mat - 

5 *f“ CR ' s °?°» ?*% irir The privatisation of the 
J auawB| fe Jordan Electricity Authority 

house that H £35 been postponed until 
r “9^ e . ^' ot ? ona Uy- K March 1995. The prrvatisa- 
■ 2r £ : ‘V , • 2s; 'P a££ ®^ tion was scheduled to begin 
:z .ate danccr'ii this month (Sawt A1 Shaab). 
asters i ntings. E-- 

^ and W '-Strit The oil tanker Jordan 
” z: ass chandelier "Rs had purchased to import oil 
from Yemen during the Gulf 
crisis is to be sold. The tank- 


er^ which has been used for 


sis 
s. •» 


r.e from around these 
he and bid fevatfr. 

:d Crr:s:opher Bje 
rircr.tr. c: Chns&ttto 
. ertraonssya 
a tribute 3* 
was Nwra,i 
roliecaoai* 
d hi> irrrari: pasaass 
:r for 're dramatic' i 
~i ?r.:e; u ere set fee 
■.' oa:r.:ers andfofri 
- rr.ar'c’c statue * 

Vjo Rfv-nolds' baffte 
rtrx*. Geotgt Tf 

md ess ruted at SSI 
5^*1 fetched tie: 

2- "jf's — :.5Q0 tddelc 
! rn r 1 c ft Fuseli 5 
rrir.c From TheTotB;- 
itn-e.'s L-incc- 3 
~ John Milton’s 
jarie in 
a record 
^2inter D* 

vJlvse 

i-. V vjtJl .^£3^“ 

sis-.lXO Tbei 
“'-arb’e torso W 

/• n'» Cheers eKeta 1 ; 

ifV.oned bidding^ ; 

? r> ?-r.c 2?^^ 'frtr Based on an approval 
rv>C' ' . ;trom the Ministry of Labour, 

:f rsaca^c ian association for traders in 

S- ; .'0- A ^ •' electrical and electronic 

Venetian ri _ lequipment was set up on Jan. 

-arc 9 * ' nie {ovmdeTS ^ 

that tne .tailing on all interested trad- 

5 ::ri rW ?' !jar lersto attend a meeting at the 

rental 0 '.f. Amman Chamber of Com- 

7^ ’’ineree on Tuesday (Jan. 17, 

;at 4 p.m.) (A1 Ra’i). 

ielberg. : 

rtners _ ^ The ministry of supply 

'rtP thS**’ demanded the payment of a 


many years to ship ofl front 
Yemen and was leased to an 
.international oil transport 
company, carries a JD 7.5 
million price tag (Sawt A1 
Shaab). 

; Wr Jordan Export Develop- 
•raent and Trade Centres Cor- 
‘poration received 65 invita- 
tions to participate in local 
and international fairs during 
1995 (AJ Aswaq)* 

irtr Electrical power gener- 
ated last year was 4,676 
Jdlowatt/bour, compared to 
;4,389 kDowatt/hour in 1993, 
■including electric power* 
■given to Syria in each or these 
years. As such, the growth in 
the power generated for local 
■usage was 7.7 per cent. The 
Ipeak load reached 794 mega- 
watts in 1994, compared to 
■717 megawatts in 1993 (A1 
Shaa7>). 


earn 

_ V . A C3il f<ffl 


■mg, foiled to 
.manes of si^ar to 
;tiy (A1 Dustour). 


-ra & :• 

ra 2 -.-:w enrnen ^ fjjg 503^ of directors of 

7-— 3 narn . ir fcs $ ^ W>id District Electricity 
‘ Company decided to give afl 
7." ;s ! “ :tfrerS ^bi | * 1 workers a JD 10 personal 
",' : r w allowance a month starting 
,C 7- j? not pj^ this month. The workers had 
." *‘ ,rtn „ W jg f : salaries and Ihc other 

K jC ] 0 ju ; ^owancea increased last 
Th* ^ jtft June (A1 Dustour). 




viii ^ ^ Jordan Petroleum 


lPl v. -“v^eHnery Company 
^Mwonoed a tender for foe 



’ :0 - f C more 5^ 'Oie 1995 bucket for foe 

^ Aviation Authority 


i>' ' 1 was W. 6 per 

= c ■ 

**>**%&;■ 


uthority 

to JD55 million. 
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BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese ' 
treasuiy bonds — the stars of 
. foe country’s financial recov- 
ery in 1993 and 1994 — are 
losing their glitter in 1995. 

Weekly subscriptions to 
the high-interest bonds, . 
which sometimes topped 300 1 
billion Lebanese Unas ($180 
million) in 1994, have ■ 
slumped as low as 64 billion 
($39 million) this year - 
according to central bank fi- 
gures. 

The bank now faces weekly 
deficits of new subscriptions 
against maturities of up to 70 
billion lira ($42 mulion),- 
fioancial sources say. 

Since treasury bonds are 
the main investment instru- 
- ment m Lebanese liras their 
popularity drop has shajply 
reduced the interest of 
Lebanese in holding onto the 
local amency. 

In a reversal of last year's 
trend, when investors lured 
by 20 per cent interest rates 
and a steadily appreciating 
pound sold hoarded dollars' 
to buy treasury bonds, 
Lebanese are now banging 
onto their dollars or even 
buying more. 

The bonds, which have 
been the government's main 
instrument for financing huge 
budget deficit caused by 
ambitious reconstruction 
spending, contributed to an 
inflow of foreign capital. 

The inflow helped the 
Lebanese lira appreciate 
against the dollar in 1993 by 
more than seven per cent ana 
by nearly four per cent in 
1994, in what many bankers 
see as the main achievement 
of billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri. 

But dealers say the 


Lebanese are no longer sell- 
ing dollars to bny pounds. 

“There are no fresh sellers 
of dollars in the market and 
there is commercial demand 
for dollars,** said Talal Abou 
Zaki. foreign exchange man- 
ager at Bank of Beirut and 
the Arab countries. 

“There is a net tendency to 
.buy dollars, though not too 
big amounts. The central 
bank is selling dollars in- 
directly through other 
banks,” he said. 

Beirut bankers and finan- 
cial sources plot the decline 
of the Lebanese treasury 
bond and concerns about the 
lira to two factors. 

In the wake of Lebanon’s 
successful Eurobond issue of 
$400 million, monetary au- 
thorities last October let lira 
rates foil to help reduce the 
treasury’s snowballing debt 
servicing burden caused by the 
massive treasury bond issues. 

Rates crashed in Novem- 
ber to 12.37 per cent for 
three-month bills and 14.86 
for two-year bills, coinciding 
with a worldwide rise in U.S. 
dollar rates. A 15-point 
spread between dollar and 
Lebanese lira rates suddenly 
narrowed drastically. 

“When the gap between 
the dollar and local currency 
rates shrank to four per cent, 
people realised it's not worth 
taking the risk (to be in 
Lebanese- liras),' 1 a financial 
source said. 

That feeling was rammed 
home in December by a sud- 
den drop in political confi- 
dence when Premier Hariri, 
architect of Lebanon’s recon- 
struction, said he was res- 
igning because opponents 
were blocking his projects. 
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Arab Potash Company hikes exports by 10% 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) in- 
creased. its exports by more 
than 10 per cent of 1.5 million 
tonnes in 1994 as the interna- 
tional market for potash pick- 
ed after a period of stagna- 
tion and uncertain prices, - 
company officials said 
Saturday. 

They said foe company ex- 
pected to increase its produc- 
tion to 1.7 million tonnes in 
1995. slightly below the full 
production capacity because 
of maintenance work at its 
production facilities on the 
shore of the Dead Sea. 

The officials said APC also 
expected higher profits in 
1995 in view of what one of 


them described as an upward 
swing in demand and thus 
prices since m id-1994. 

The company raised its 
annual installed production 
capacity to 1.8 million with 
the commissioning in June 
1994 of a 400,000-tonne-per- 
year new plant, foe first 
phase of an expansion prog- 
ramme tht aims at an annual 
production capacity of 2.2 
million tonnes by 1998- 

The company produced 
1.55 million tonnes in 1994 
and exported 1.15 million, 
tonnes. The turnover of the 
company was JD 132 million, 
up from JD 128 million in 
1993, and net profits were JD 
24 million compared with JD 
22 million in 1993, JD 28 
million in 1992 and JD 38 
million in 1991. 


Among the major impor- 
ters of APC outputs are 
India, which bought 300,000 
tonnes in 1994, China 
(200.000 tonnes), Indonesia 
(200,000 tonnes) and 
Malaysia (140,000 tonnes). 
Other clients include Korea, 
Japan, the Philippines, New 
Zealand, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Sri Lanka and Australia. 

APC prices favour Asian 
and Far Eastern buyers be- 
cause of a $20 advantage in 
freight; the average landed 
cost for a tonne of potash in 
Asia and the Far East is 
around $110 while it is $130 
in Europe. 

Canada leads the world in 
potash production' and ex- 
ports. 

The Arab Potash Company 
has already signed contracts 
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to supply 600,000 tonnes in 
1995. The deals need to be 
finalised with definite prices, 
the offiicals said. 

“We are seeing a signifi* 
cant improvement in foe in- 
ternational market for potash 
since mid- 1994, and we ex- 
pect prices to continue to go 
up in 1995,” said a senior 
official of the company. 

The official said the com- 
pany expected an increase of 
$4 per tonne in the first half 
Of 1995 and another $4 per 
tonne in the second half, as 
the republics in ex-Soviet Un- 
ion cut back on their produc- 
tion. 

Dumping by producers in 
some of the ex-Soviet repub- 
lics in the transition from a 
single entity to individual 
countries — with experienced 
'market strategists making 
way to politicians — was 
widely blamed for the stagna- 
tion in nrices that the interna- 


tional potash market witnes- 
sed in 1992-93. 

Reports say that producers 
in the republics have now 
realised that they suffered 
heavy losses from haphazard 
exports and have cut down on 
production as they ponder 
new marketing strategies. 

The APC floated a fresh 
issue in 1994 and raised its 
capital to JD 83.31 million 
from JD 72.45 million and 
used about JD 35 million it 
collected in premiums to fi- 
nance its expansion projects. 

The government of Jordan 
is the majority shareholder in 
the company. Other equity 
owners include the Soria! 
Security Corporation, the 
Arab Mining Company and 
the governments of Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Libya and the Jeddah -based 
Islamic Development Bank 
as well as the private sector. 


Omani official: 
Japanese reluctant 
to invest in Gulf 


ABU 

Japan 


DHABI (AFP) — 
is reluctant to invest 


more in the Gulf region be- 
cause of a lack of skilled 
labour and concerns over 
1 possible instability, an Omani 
official has said. 

Sheikh Yaqub Ibn Hamad 
Al Harithi, chairman of the 
Oman Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, told the 
UAE daily Al KhaJeej he did 
not expect the oil-rich Gulf to 
attract major investments 
from Japan or the West as 
they prefer other areas. 

“I am not optimistic about 
attracting Japanese or West- 
ern investment to the Golf 
region,” he said. 

More than 200 officials and 
businessmen from the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) met their 
counterparts in Tokyo last 
month to discuss joint ven- 
tures which are essential for 
Gulf attempts to build an 
industrial base and lessen re- 
liance on unpredictable oil 
exports. 

“At our talks in Tokyo, foe 
Japanese claimed they were 
worried about investing in 
foe Gulf or the Middle East 
on foe grounds that these 
tense areas which lack cheap 
Labour and qualified cadres 
and that their markets are 
limited,” he said. 

He said Japanese investors 
appeared to prefer neigh- 
bouring China, South Korea, 
Thailand and Malaysia while 
Europe and the United States 


are turning to the former 
Soviet Union and its previous 
communist allies in East 
Europe. 

The conference followed 
several similar meetings be- 
tween the GCC and the 
West. 

But such meetings have 
produced no concrete results 
as Western investors seem 
not to want to commit them- 
selves to major projects in 
the area because of its limited 
market potential. 

No official figures are 
available on Western invest- 
ments in the GCC but those 
by Japan are estimated 3t 
around $3.5 billion, a fraction 
of its worldwide assets of 
nearly $386 billion. 

Foreign investors have also 
complained about restrictions 
on ownership of projects in 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the UAE. De- 
spite their liberal economic 
policies, foe six states still 
stipulate foreign investors 
must have at least 49 per cent 
local partnership. 

“There are $170 billion in 
liquidity inside the GCC 
countries. But these coun- 
tries do not know how to 
invest such funds,” Mr. 
Harithi said. “They need 
technology and need to think 
well in order to invest their 
own funds instead of seeking 
Japanese or American liquid- 
ity.” 
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Cowboys, 49ers face NFL showdown 


rt^if^^ISCO (AFP) — American football's two 
n n SiV0 ^ Tites mee * ^ CTe Sunday with reigning champion 
wallas, trying to secure a place in history and San Francisco 
their moment in the spotlight. 

The 49ers and Cowboys meet in a National Football 
“8gne (NFL) semi-final, with the winner playing San 
JJiego or Pittsburgh in the Super Bowl on January 29 in 
Miami. Dallas seek an unprecedented third straight Super 
Bowl victory. 

“We are at a crossroads in history where we could 
become the NFL's greatest team,” Dallas owner Jerry 
Jones said. 

The 49ers beat Dallas 21-14 last November in the regular 
sea son, helping them secure home-field advantage for this 
playoff game. A Dallas loss would be devastating to new 
coach Barry Switzer, who replaced Jimmy Johnson this 
season. 

"It would be very disappointing," he said. “It would 
hurt. We would have lost our golden purpose.” 

"We have got to win," said Dallas receiver Michael 
Irvjn. “It’s not something you want to look back at 10 years 
from now wishing you had done.” 

Dallas rusher Em mitt Smith, slowed by a strained left 
hamstring, is expected to play. Rains in California the past 
week could produce poor field conditions, but Smith is not 
worried. 

l Tm a pretty good m udder," he said. "I'll be out there." 

Quarterbacks Troy Aikman of Dallas and Steve Young 
of Sian Francisco will each be tested by one of the league's 
top defenses. But the best head-to-head matchup will be 
Irvin and Alvin Harper against 49ers defender Deion 
Sanders. 

“I like it when the challenge is great," Irvin said. 
“Usually, when the challenge is great, the whole world is 
watching.” 

Teams have simply avoided throwing against Sanders, 
who has seven interceptions this season. But his backfield 
teammate has picked off eight and wilt handle whichever 
Dallas threat Sanders is not guarding. 
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Emmitt Smith,' the Dallas Cowboys’ star run Bing back, at practice 


Olympic 

Games 

qualifying 

starts in 
Africa 

JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — The qualifying 
competition to determine 
which three countries rep- 
resent Africa at the 1996 
Olympic Games football 
finals in the United States 
begins Sunday. 

Burundi play Djibouti in 
Bujumbura, Lesotho tackle 
Namibia in Maseru and 
Burkina Faso meet Guinea 
Bissau in Ouagadougou in 
preliminary-round, first-leg 
fixtures. 

The return matches ate, 
scheduled for the weekend 
of January 27-29* with' the 
overall winners going for- 
ward to the. first-round 
proper in April. 

South Africa await 
Burundi or Djibouti, 
Cameroon have been 
paired with Lesotho or 
Namibia and Tunisia will 
confront Burkina Faso or 
Guinea Bissau. 

None of the six coun- 
tries in action this, weekend 
are likely qualifiers for the 
16-nation finals, scheduled 
for five American cities — 
Athens, Birmingham, 
Miami, Orlando and 
Washington. 

But it will be a special 
day for the contenders as 
they compete for the first 
time in the Olympics, 
which ranks second only to 
die World In universal foot- 
ball importance. 

World governing body 
FIFA are so concerned the 
Olympics conld upstage 
their premier event they 
have restricted the qual- 
ifying rounds to players 
aged under 23. 

In the finals, teams can 
field three players over die 
age limit, a move that has 
been criticised in Europe as 
a backward step in the de- 
velopment of rising stars. 

Burundi are favoured to 
build a winning lead over 
Djibouti, a tiny former 
French colony situated at 
the hom of Af rica, which 
was admitted to FIFA only 
last June. 

A dub from Burundi 
reached the African Cup- 
winners’ Cup final two 
years ago and the youth 
side defeated Malawi and 
Egypt to reach the African 
finals, which begin January 
24. 

Lesotho could draw 
heavily on the squad that 
gave South Africa a fright 
m the youth championship 
while Namibia have a 
sound youth development 
programme. 

Burkina Faso, should 
prove too strong at home 
for Guinea Bissau. 


Romano completes transfer to Flamengo 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Romano announced Friday 
he had finally signed for 
Flamengo after difficult and 
lengthy negotiations with 
Barcelona club officials, his 
agent and Flamengo presi- 
dent Kleber Leite. 

And according to Barcelo- 
na's vice-president Joan Gas- 
part, the Catalonian club re- 
ceived 600 million pesetas 
(about 4.5 million) in the 
form of a bank guarantee 
which was meticulously ex- 
amined by Barcelona accoun- 
tants. 

The 28-year-old Brazilian 
World Cup star, who had 
played at Barcelona for a 
season and a half, leaves for 
Rio on Saturday morning. 

Romano, who has signed a 
two-year contract with the 


Rio club, said at a press 
conference: “I am not leaving 
Barcelona for professional 
reasons, but because I think 
the moment has come for me 
to return to my country and 
join up with my house and 
friends. 

“Nevertheless, I would like 
to express my gratitude to 
supporters, players, coaches 
and directors of Barcelona." 

Barcelona are set to gain 
should Romario ever again 
play outside Brazil. 

Romario would have to 
pay between 600 and 900 
millions peseta (between $4.5 
and 7 million) to Barcelona, 
depending on which country 
and continent he moved to. 

And if Flamengo wanted 
Barcelona to idmqnisfa this 
right, they would have to pay 


an extra 600 million pesetas, 
Gaspart added. 

Romario said he was leav- 
ing with a clear mind and on 
good terms with Barcelona. 
“I arrived at Barcelona at a 
very difficult time in my 
career and the players totally 
accepted me. I have tried to 
give my best/* he added. 

Cruyff, who on Friday ex- 
tended his coaching contract 
till July 1997, has been unset- 
tled by Romario this season. 

He turned up more than 
three weeks late at die begin- 
ning of tiie season, and his 
form has been poor — far 
from the performances which 
earned him 30 goals in 1993/ 
94. 

And Romario officially 
announced his definite inten- 
tion to leave Barcelona last 
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Thursday — just two days 
before their crucial dash with 
Real Madrid, which they 
went on to lose 5-0. 

Romario, who described 
Cruyff as the best coach in 
the world, said be had “a 
year and a half of happiness 
at Barcelona. 

“If I wish to return to 
Europe, I would hope the 
doom of Barcelona would 
open again for me.” 

The announcement of 
Romano’s return was wel- 
comed with delight in Rio, as 
cars motored round the city 
draped in Flamcngo’s red and 
blade colours. 

Further celebrations wfil 
indude a trip across the city 
by die gifted striker in a type 
of “Fopemobile,” or open- 
topped vehicle. 

Panathinaikos, 
Napoli given 
stadium bans 

GENEVA (R) — Italy’s 
Napoli and Panadnnaikos of 
Greece were ordered by 
UEFA Friday to play their 
next borne European match 
in an empty stadium. 

The control and disciplin- 
ary committee of European 
soccer's governing body 
reached their decision after 
studying incidents of crowd 
disorder involving both dubs 
earlier this season. 

Napoli were punished be- 
cause their supporters threw 
missiles, induding bottles 
and stones, on to the pitch 
during their UEFA Cup tie 
agaanst Emtracht Frankfurt 
on December 7. 

Trouble also flared when 
Panathinaikos played club 
Brugge of Belgium in a Euro- 
pean Cup Winners' Cup 
match in November. The 
Greek dubs' fans behaved in 
an unsportsmanlike fashion, 
according to the committee. 

Panathinaikos were also 
fined 35,000 Swiss francs 
($22,750) and Brugge 40,000 
francs ($26,000) respectively 
because of on-field inddents 
involving their players. 

One of them, Athaniasios 
Kolitsidakis, was banned for 
three matches. 

Macedonia were ordered 
to play their next two Euro- 
pean Championship qual- 
ifying ties in an empty sta- 
dium as punishment for their 
fans setting off fireworks 
while celebrating victory over 
Cyprus last month. A Cypriot 
delegation official was in- 
jured. 

Italian champions AC 
Milan were fined 20,000 
francs ($13,000) because 
their fans set off fireworks in 
the Champions’ League tie 
against Ajax Amsterdam 
November 23. 

Casino Salzburg, coach 
Otto Baric was banned from 
the touchline from all UEFA 
dub competition matches un- 
til the end of the year for his 
"undisciplined conduct" dur- 
ing the Champions* League 
tie against AC Milan Decem- 
ber 7. 
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Argentina to win title 


RIYADH (AFP) — De- 
nmark added the Intercon- 
tinental Cup to their Euro- 
pean title after refusing to be 
subdued by intimidation in a 
2-0 win over 10-man Argenti- 
na here Friday. 

Michael Laudrup and Pe- 
ter Rasmussen settled a 
match in which' holders 
Argentina used unrestrained 
aggression rather than foot- 
ball finesse. 

Defender Jose Chamot . 
could have been sent off in 
the first half. But referee Ali 
Abon Jassim of the United 
Arab Emirates eventually 
sent him off in the dying 
seconds. 

Roberto Ayala could also 
have been dismissed for 
another cynical foul as 
Argentina used bullying tac- 
tics — particularly against 
Brian Laudrup — throughout 
the showpiece final. 

Michael Laudrup’s early 
penally enlivened the match-, 
after a dear foul on Jes 
Hogh. Hogh, looking danger- 
ous on the right side of 
Argentina’s area, was upen- 
ded by Roberto Ayala. 

Ayala bad tried to pull 
back his right leg, but his 
reactions were too slow,, and 
defender Hogh, playing his 
11th international, was left 
sprawling. 


Michael Laudrup wfcdt off 
injured after 27 minutes, 
surely pleasing Jorge Valda- 
no,, coach of Rea! Madrid 
who play an important match 
against Deportivo La. Coruna 

at tire- weekend.- , 

■ Almost immediately after 
the. -substitution, Argentina 
continued their over physical 
ploys as Afcjandro Escudero 
hacked .down Denmark's 
Brian Laudrup. 

And 10 minutes later, Cba- 
mot was lucky to stay.-on the 
field as Brian Laudrup was 
yet again brought down, this 
tune on the edge -of the box. 

Just.* before 'the break, 
Ayala, already booked, was 
also saved 'from dismissal by 
the referee V lenience as he 
appeared, to elbow Brian 
Laudrup in the face. 

; Peter Rasmusssen missed 
with a. header just after the. 
break, but atoned for that 
with a 74th minute goal, set 
up by Brian Laudrup, to seal 
Denmark's 1.5-mfllion-dollar 
winners’ check. . 

Mexico overcome Nigeria 

Meanwhile ^Mexico pvt 
their penalty nightmares be- 
hind them when they beat 
Nigeria 5-4 in a shoot-out for 
thud place in the Intercon- 
tinental Cop. 

Mexico had lost 4-2 on 


NBA Results and Standings 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — NBA results and standings 
after Friday’s games: 

New Jersey 110, Philadelphia 101 
Indiana 113, Washington 99 

Orlando 101, Atlanta 96 i 

Utah 95, Boston 93 . • ! 

Minnesota 104, Detroit 92 " ' J ' 

Sacramento 89, Chicago 79 ' r ' r ' v “ • . 

New York 91, Milwaukee 88 - 

Houston 103, San Antonio 100 

Seattle 108, L.A. Clippers 101 

L.A. Lakers 115, Golden State 104 

EASTERN CONFERENCE . 

Atlantic Division 


Orlando * 
New. York • 
Boston 
New Jersey 
Mono 
PUIadefyfafa 
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Central Division 


Oevdaud 

Charlotte 

Indiana 


Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 


22 

11 

J&Gl 

— 

21 

12' 

,636 

1 

20 

13 

.606 

2 

18 

16 

329 

4 Vi 

15 

20 

429 

8 

11 

23 

324 

11% . 

10 

22 

313 _ 
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WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Midwest Division 


Utah 

24 

10 

.706 

— - 

Hosatos 

22 

10 

.688 

1 

San Antorio 

20 

11 

.645 

2*6 

Drawer 

17 

16 

315 

6*6 

Dalai 

15 

16 

.484 

7*6 

Momenta 

7 

-26 

312 

16*6 


Pacific Division 

- - 

m, n 

rnoan* 

26 

8. . 

J65 

_ 

Seattle 

23 

9 

.719 

2 

LA. Lakers 

21 

11 

356 

4 

Sacramento 

19 

14 

376 

6*6 

Pnrfland 

18 

14 

: 363- 

' 7 

Golden State 

10 

22 

313 

15 

LA. CXppers 

5 

29 

.147 

21 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH WAR SHAMF 
4.TANNAH HRSCH 


Both vulnerable. South dealt. 
NORTH 

* A J 10 3 
7 A J5 

0 9 6 6 2 

* 63 


WEST EAST 

•Q65 *74 

0 9 7 4 2 V 10 S3 

v Q 8 0 K J 10 4 

4 J 10 6 5 48742 

SOUTH 
* S 9 8 2 
VKQ6 
■5 A 7 3 
4 A E Q 
Tl» hiddtn p 
Sooth West North 
2 NT Pan 3 4 

5 4 Pan 5 * 

Pais Pan 


Opening lead: Jack of 4 
We brie often heard people re- 
auric how eesy the game of bridge 


penalties to Denmark mjte 
semi-finals here this wceK 

and were knocked out trf last 
year’s World Cop finals on 
penalties by Bulgaria m the 
second round. 

But with die scores level a* 
1-1 after 90 minutes 
Mexicans were soon celebrat- 
ing a decisive save by flam- 
boyant goalkeeper Jorge 
Campos against Emmanuel 
Am unike. 

Nigeria’s misery was com- 
pounded by baying had a goat 
disallowed in injury time. 

Earlier, Roman Ramirez 
pot Mbtico i-0 up before 
Daniel Amokacni, who 
scored against Japan, banged 
in an equaliser for the Super 


7 Both sides had made a* 
bright start, with Austin 
Okocha’s long shot forcing an 
awkward save from Campos. 

Minutes later, Carlos 
HermosiDo was just inches 
- away from connecting at 
dose range with Luis Gar- 
da’s looping cross from the 
left : • 

Ramirez finally broke the 
deadlock on 20 minutes, after 
a goalkeeping blunder by Pe- 
ter Rufar. 

. The Nigerian's half- 
hearted' punched clearance 
from a free kick found 
Ramir ez unmarked inside the 
area and . the waist-high shot 
came bouncing back just 
beyond Rufai’s grasp. 

However, barely 10 mi- 
nates later, a goalkeeping 
error at the other end 
brought Nigeria back into the 

Kenya 
government 
asked to 
mediate in 
athletes dispute 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenjfi 
track and field chief Isaiah 
Kiplagat called on the gpy- 
. eminent Friday to mediate in 
a dispute which could lead to 
tftie banning of athletes who 
take ■ part in unauthorised 
meetings. 

The row erupted.. earlier 
‘ this week When Kiplagat, 
chairman of the Kenya 
Amateur Athletics Associa- 
tion (KAAA), threatened se- 
vere punishments for anyone 
taking part in three events 
sponsored by an Italian 
sports equipment' company 
miring the next four weeks. 

He said then it was illegal 
for athletes and sponsores to 
organise any meetings with- 
out tiie authority of a nation- 
al governing body and any- 
one taking part would ;be 
.banned. « 

.. But on Friday Kiplagat dal- 
led on the government 'to 
intervene in the affair. - 

“We request die ministry 
of culture and social services 
(which indudes sports) to in- 
tervene and let us know tire ir 
stand,” Kiplagat said in! a 
statement. 

•• 'Middle distance stars Nix- 
on Kiprotich, Sammy Koskei 
and Peter Rono and distance 
runner Moses Tanui are 
among local organisers of 
three events. 

Athletes have said they 
would .ignore the KAAA 
threat. 


THE EXPERT'S NIGHTMABE 

must be far the sxnaxt. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. To 
fllustrate, conaickr this gaenangly . 
simple hand. 

. Tbe bidding is typical of tbo opti- 
mism oC mdny oT today’ll players:. 
North nesst Sure how to describe . 
the balding once a epedo'fit was . 
discovered . -«l riflcted-telmnp over 
game. Air result; South had to de- 
dors in the r»- man's land of _ 
bridge— the five-level . . 

When dummy come down it was 
obvious that limiting the diamond 1 * 
and spade Igun to a total of two . 
was afl that was required. To the 
avenge player, that's no' problem. .. 
TIu spade finesse is taken one way 
or the other end the. outcome reek 
tbs fat* of the contract.. - 
The aspen wQI always consider* 

other Hass. One way if to cub the 

ace of diamonds early, hoping some- 
one with a donbteton. kmc doesn't 

unblock. Thtfl tha msi ma ianjg of 


spades and afl the winners are 
EMhad, end iWhwr hopes Jj 
efiamond or bump exit endplays one 
of the defend e rs. This effort floats 
on a whig and a prayer. 

Itafoer better is to win the open- 
ing lead and dacha diamond isune- 


i igjg 

I 


cash the ace turd tago£ tramps and 
aD the nufanA* winners, including 
the ace of diamonds, then •""* wifh 
a trump end hope for a similar end- 
play. That wads with any double- 
ton diamnnd in the hand.with three 
trumps and h bow the bend wsa 
{flayed at the table. 

- The trouble is that neither of 
these lines succeeds when tnrmpe 
are 4-1, and there are several otbgr 
hurdles along the way. In the fired 
analysis, we think the expert should 


so much eo eoon on 'a finesse.' 



OneiP a Tel.: 634144 Cnema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 1 Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 677420 


Jim Carrey 
in 

THE MASK 

Shows: 1130. 3J0. 6:15. &30, 10:30 


Julia Roberts/Nick Notre 
in 

1 Love Trouble 

Shows 6 JO. 8:30. IOJO 

The Lion King 

Shows: IOJO. 12JQ, 3 JO. 5:00 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone « Sharon Stone 

THE SPECIALIST 

Shows.- 1 2 JO, 3 JO, 6, 8:15, IOJO 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrison Ford - Whitney Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

.Shows: 3. 5. 


Td.: 618274 - 618275 

amskoun theatre 


SUM’A ln satirical play 


Corn posed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfeh 

Daily from &30 pjn. 
Children's Play 
The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram AbU Ragheb 

Daily at 3.30 p. m .— 


Td.: -675571 

WabB Al KftiwhtnM Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social ^comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays. . 

Tickets are available alt 4 * 
day 


Nabil & -Httwn’B Td.: 


Presents: 

The political satire 

ALSALAMYASAU 


Fot reservation, please call 
.62STS5 

in English Sunday 
■January 15. 1995 
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Johnson, Berger set for 
clash of banned sprinters 


pe,1a! hes lQ 


enQ,. 


'Anr^ t ? : years in 1993 after testing 
w<2?**il * ? positive for anabolic steroids, 
peaakitt k Qin? : V has thrown down the gauntlet 
^ r °nd ro.,' V J Bul feh -• ® Johnson. 

Bur vwm? n .^ 1 And the Canadian, who 
■*: dfc er rf* score,. * was stripped of his Olympic 
Mex?caiK ? ■*5? . title in 1988 and received a 
ins a r lifetime ban in 1993 when he 

Sr o, a n . ^ Slv t sav e k 1 .* foul of testers for 
Cain-w - D3| l£ee D , ■ the second time, has agreed 
Ar.univ- asain a come. 

Ni*.. -• “1 want to organise this 


LONDON (R) — Banned 
sprinters Ben Johnson and 
Andreas Berger are planning 
to clash m a head-to-head 
challenge race in Austria. 

Berger, banned for four 


Anna’s 



u .n, , - -«» . -..Voeckiabruck near Unz — 
- ..T. ; 1 Atn 0k .;p ;: the venue for the proposed 

n.": 1 jliser fiw “1 have been in athletics 
^ ^ for 13 years and I have seen it 
sides had 4 ft 01 ” the Almost no 
r . . . Mart. world-class athlete in the 

-'*• x-his l 0nB ,™“ : vpower sports can exist whh- 
■ ?s. 

the problem is 


3’’!h 
-r:«ht 


^ s lOREshm, ■■ -V power spoi 
--rtward tai® ft? 1 * "low drags. 
Minutes “And th 


•- n ^ a, £r 

■rorn 


not 

"Jonly confined to the top 
'M r j level,” said the 34-year-old 
jfts Austrian. 

■i* * ***** cr 

5 


“Everyone — promoters 
and federations — want us to 
run fast and there is a lot of 
money at stake. But it’s im- 
possible to run nnder 10 
seconds without help. 

Berger said he had phoned 
Johnson on December 26 
“and he agreed to come." 

The Austrian Athletic Au- 
thorities have vowed to stop 
the race going ahead but Ber- 
ger said fie bad received huge 
support locally — including 
from the local Buxgerraeister, 
Herbert Brunsteiner. 

*T want to run and Johnson 
wants to run. The stadium 
here belongs to the city end 
the Bugcrmeister bas said if I 
want to run I can run," he 
Said. - 

No date has been fixed but 
preparations are well adv- 
anced and a potential sponsor 
is involved m talks. 

Berger’s best time for the 
100 metres was’ 10. 15 seconds 
in 1988. He recorded the 
same time three weeks before 
he was tested in July 1993. 

Johnson ran 9.79 in Ids 
infamous Olympic Anal in 
Seoul. 


, iT;ri/ ^Frenchman Lartigue leads 
- i; in Paris-Dakar Rally 


' 7 h T 3 N <■ * B AKEL, Senegal (AFP) — 

hra-wj ■ •*"?* ■ Jean-Pierre Lartigue in- 
~ " , t 'J r nche i d t *. creased his lead in the Dakar 
„J ee , cl Rally Friday in a day marked 
‘ 1mar ked®^ by die misfortune of fellow 
' ™ ^'frenchman Jean-Pierre Fon- 

: C, fc Zteniy. 

•J" ,L ^ ufai 5 gr® * ' Lartigue’s Citroen stretch- 
_ . " ' ttcVer - bardr‘ _- ed itsoverall lead by nearly 
idter. i f^'half an -hour to three hours 


iT 


54mm 17sec over France’s 
Bruno Saby in die 632km 
12th stage from Bakel, 
Senegal, to Labe, Guinea. 

But Fontenay, second 
overall on Friday morning, 
careered into a ditch after 
290km, damaged his 
-radiator, and fell out of the 
top five. 


RESULTS 


. toe Dlbrf 

r * r 'Mgenabad^. 

-~ ::r Cars 

'—Stage 

1. Pierre Lartigne-Perfn (France/Citroen) 7h 40*34. 

2. Ari Vatanen-Pkard (Finland-France/ Citroen) 230. 

3. Thno Salooen-Gallagher (Finland-GB/Citroen) 832. 

4. Bruno Saby-Serieys (France/Mitsubishi) 1334. 

5. Keryiro Shinozoka-Magne ( J apan-F rance/Mitsublshi) 

^ .. 15:11. 

Overall 


Kenya 
governmen. 
asked to 
mediate in 
athletes d^, 1-LlrtJgul 


N" 




0B1 iP.) -%»2. Saby 
ire neld t',;-3. Shinozuka 
.’ailed as:- -4. Salonen 
Fr-da> ic=«. 5 . Vatanen 
*hich 

i-TH£ 

:r ‘ “-‘'“’Stage 


Mo^rbikes 


Overall 


l'y Stephane Peterhansel (France/Yamaha) 

' SJ f, o; - :il ' 2. Jordi Arcarons (Spain/Cagjva) 
j! .. . ■- iihitfas--t*3. Thierry Magnaidi (France/Yamaha) 

’ • - ” a A A i. Orioli (Italy/Cagiva) 

... ? j-i.thmenpr^5. Gerard Jhnmink (Neth/Cagro) 

.K ~ c. rart i* 

. . - ‘ - c i at fii. 

Petorhansel 

' r' n;\; or -^2- Arcarons - 

.. r .^.c then r Magnaidi 

r e :e- jnd ;4. Orioli 

•; am me*T“ ? 5. Oscar Gallardo (Spain/Cagiva) 

“V' to*?* 

- * - 2-,: pi par' ,: " 


58h 56:08 
3h 54:17. 
4h 20:57. 
7h 48:42. 
17h 03:47 


7b 4630. 
19:17. 
20 : 02 . 
29ri)2. 
52.-04. 

67h 0733. 
633. 
19:43. 
4432. 
2h 16:19. 
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TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Each with an area of 190 square metres, 
consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, sitting room, kitchen, two bathrooms, 
three verandas. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between the Third and 
Fourth Circles, next to His ham Hotel. Please 
contact person In charge. 




ifc : 
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VACANCIES FOR HOUSEMAIDS 

A private household has vacancies for 
housemaids 

References & recent photograph 
Hard working, experienced & professional 
candidates only need apply to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box: 3312 
AmmarvJordan . 



NEWLY FURNISHED, 3 BEDROOM FLAT, 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, 2 BATHROOMS 
AND A TOILET. WITH A TELEPHONE 
THE APARTMENT IS LOCATED IN MECCA 
STREET, NEXT TO SIND1BAD GAS STATION. 
NEW BUILDING AND THE FLAT IS IN 
THE FIRST FLOOR, 


IF INTERESTED CALL : 864623 BETWEEN 3 - 7 PM 



Michael Chang 


Chang beats Sampras in Kooyong Classic 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
American Michael Chang 
completed a rousing Austra- 
lian Open lead-up by serving 
10 aces in his victory over 
world No. 1 Pete Sampras in 
the final of the Kooyong Ten- 
nis Qassic Saturday. 

Chang defeated compatriot 
Sampras 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 in 66 
minutes to win the eight-man 
exhibition event prior to next 
week’s first Grand Slam of 
the year. 

Chang, who will make his 
third appearance at an Au- 
stralian Open, capped an en- 
couraging week with victories 
over past Wimbledon cham- 
pions Pat Cash and Boris 
Becker. 

He is seeded fifth fOT the 
Australian Open and will 
open against Australian wild 
card Paul Kilderry at Flinders 
Park. 

“Against a lot of the big 
boys you need to serve well, 
otherwise they are going to 
pounce on your second 
(serve) and today’s serving 
was definitely a key part of 
my game,” he said. 

“Whenever you go against 
players like Pete or anyone 
who has been at the top 
before, you take everything 
that you can get. 

“It’s definitely a good con- 
fidence booster, 'particularly 
to beat Boris and Pete, a few 
days prior to the Australian 
Open.” 

Chang, who holds a 6-4 
head-to-head record over 
Sampras, said their friendly 
rivalry had gone back to 
when they played each other 
as seven- and eight-year olds. 

“We’ve known each other 
for quite a long rime and we 
know each other's game. 
There’s a period of time 
when we go back and forth, it 


see-saws quite a bit, he’s 
beaten me on the last few 
occasions so I'm sure it will 
continue to go back and 
forth.” 


Date 


pulls out of 
semifinal 


NSW 


Japan’s defending cham- 
pion Kimiko Date quit with a 
strained stomach muscle 
Saturday as top seed Lindsay 
Davenport slogged her way 
to the women’s final in the 
New South Wales Open ten- 
nis championships. 

_ Date faces an anxious day 
waiting to see if treatment to 
the strained stomach muscle 
will allow her to play the 
Australian Open, starting 
Monday in Melbourne, 
where she is the seventh 
seed. 

Before she withdrew she 
had played some d arl ing 
tennis. 

The 24-year-old Japanese 
star aggravated an injury she 
suffered beforee coming to 
Australia and was in increas- 
ing difficulty before forfeiting 
her semi-final with Daven- 
port 6-4, 6-1 ahead. 

The sturdy Kyoto player, 
who won here last year, 
started the match with strap- 
ping on her injury and played 
brilliandy~ until the injury 
worsened; going up 4-1 and 
within a point of 5-2. 

But the pain changed all. 
As it set in Davenport gave 
the wounded Date little 
chance, pounding huge 
groundstrokes and breaking 
her opponent’s increasingly 
weak and erratic delivery in 
her last five service games. 

The towering Davenport 
will meet second seed Gab- 
riela Sabarini in tomorrow's 
decider — a re-match of the 


Virginia Slims Championship 
final in November. 

Sabatini reversed last 
year’s semi-final result here 
by downing fourth seed Mary 
Joe Fernandez impressively, 
6-1, 64. 

Forget spells out danger 

French left-hander Guy 
Forget underlined his claims 
as a dangerous unseeded 
floater in next week’s Austra- 
lian Open by winning the 
Adelaide International tennis 
challenge Saturday. 

Forget beat Australia’s 
Patrick Rafter 7-6 (7-3), 7-6 
(11-9) in a tight tussle. Rafter 
squandered five second set 
points before he wilted after 
a brave fight in the second set 
tiebreaker. 

Forget, ranked 3S in the 
world and a quarter-finalist at 
the Australian Open in 1993 
and 1991, is in Andre Agas- 
si's half of the draw and tees 
off against Australian Gilbert 
Schaller next week. 

Rafter appeared on track 
to wion the second set when 
he broke Forget in the fifth 
game of the set. He then had 
three set points on his serve 
in the 10th game, but could 
not capitalise. 

The contest was a battle 
between two big servers with 
no breaks in the first set and 
only two breaks in the 
second, and Forget said it 
was his luck at crucial stages 
that helped him ro the win. 

**We both served really 
well, especially in the first 
set,” Forget said. 


Players ratify pact, 
NHL season to start Friday 


NEW YORK (R) — Friday the 13th proved a 
lucky day for the National Hockey League as 
the 700-member Players’ Association ratified 
a new contract and saved the season, which 
will begin next Friday. 

“Happy Friday the 13th," commissioner 
Gary Betiman said at a joint news conference 
with Players’ Association chief Bob Goode- 
now announcing the end of the lockout that 
had threatened" to cancel an entire season. 

“We are ready to start playing hockey.” 

Goodenow said that voting figures were not 
complete but the majority of players from the 
league’s teams voted to accept the final 
contract offer from dub owners. 

“There's healing that needs to be done, but 
the important thing is to get the focus back to 
the players on the ice,” said Goodenow. 

Bettman announced that the league will 
hawe a 48-game regular season schedule to 


“Now is the time to focus on the future. We 
must work together to lift this great game to 
the heights it can attain," Bertman said. 

“We have a signed document, a memoran- 
dum of understanding. It is legally binding, 
but the complete CBA (Collective Bargaining 
Agreement) will take the lawyers a couple of 
months to complete. 

“We are delighted to have this process over 
with. 1 can’t wait to go to the first game next 
week.” 

Training camps will officially open Saturday 
morning for all 26 NHL teams who will race io 
get ready without benefit of any preseason 
games. 

Hie new deal is for six years, with unres- 
tricted free agency coming at age 32 for the 
first three years and dropping to 31 for the 
remainder of the deal. 

In most cases, a player will be eligible for 


begin next Friday followed by a full slate of arbitration after five seasons in the league or 


Stanley Cup playoffs. Teams will play exclu- 
sively within their own conference in the 
regular season. 

The regular season ends on May 3 with the 
playoffs to begin on May 6. Each club lost 36 
games due to the lockout. 

Eight games will take place on opening 
night, including tbe Stanley Cup champion 
New York Rangers hosting the Buffalo Sabres 
at Madison Square Garden. The Rangers will 
raise their Stanley Cup banner in a pre-game 
ceremony. 

The defending Western Conference cham- 
pion Vancouver Canucks also open their 
season on Friday night, hosting the Dallas 
Stars. 


after the player reaches age 25. Each club will 
be able to walk away from three arbitration 
awards of at least S550.000 in any two-year 
period i?ut may not use all three walkaways in 
any one year. 

As for group two restricted free agents, 
each team will have a right to match any offer 
from another team. If the original team 
decides not to match, it will receive com- 
pensation ranging from a third-round to a 
first-round draft choice. 

The deal calls for a rookie salary cap 
beginning at S850.000 and increasing to 
$1. 075 million by the year 2000. 

Either side can re-open the deal after the 
fourth year of the contract. 


France’s Alphand wins two downhills 


KTTZBUEHEL. Austria (R) 
— France's Luc Alphand, 
who had never before scored 
an Alpine siding World Cup 
victory, burst gloriously onto 
the rostrum by winning two 
downhills on the famed 
“Streif” course Saturday. 

Alphand completed his re- 
markable one-day double in 
the scheduled Hahnenkamm 
Classic down the shortened 
course, chopped at the top 
because of heavy snow this 
week, in one minute 40.33 
seconds. 0.64 seconds faster 
than when he won the first 
race in 1:40.97 two hours 
earlier. 

Austria's Arrntn Asstnger 
finished second in 1:40.58 
and Italy's Werner Perathon- 
er finished third in 1:41.43. 

In the earlier race, a re- 
placement for one postponed 
in December, Austria's ex- 
Olympic champion Patrick 
Ortieib was second with Ita- 
lian Kristian Ghedina third. 

It was a fabulous day for 
the French ski team as Flor- 
ence Masanda, who had also 
never won a world Cup race, 
captured a women’s Super- 
Giant slalom in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen over a course 
that claimed the life of Au- 
strian Ulrike Maier a year 
ago. 


The reduced Streiof layout 
was cut by some 40? metres 
at the top, including a steep 
section known as the Mause- 
falle which includes one 
stretch with a 75 degree in- 
cline. 

But at 2,740 metres long 
and with a vertical drop of 
680 metres, it was tough 
enough as the organisers cre- 
ated a demanding test of 
turning and gliding abilities 
that grew icy as the day prog- 
ressed. 


It produced several land- 
marks for Alphand beside his 
twin victories. 

He was the first French- 
man to win the classic 
Hahnenkamm race since 
Jean-Oaude Killy took the 
first World Cup downhill 
here in 1967, he was the first 
Frenchman to win two dow- 
nhills on a single course, and 
he is the first-ever skier to 
win two World Cup dow- 
nhills in a single day. 

“This is absolutely amaz- 
ing,” he said in jubilation. 


Overall World Cup standings 


1. Alberto Tomba (Italy) 

2. Luc Alphand (France.) 

3. Jure Kosir (Slovenia) 

4. Patrick Ortlieb (Austria) 


5. Kjetil-Andre Aamodt (Norway) 

6. Michael Von Grunigen fSwitz) 

7. Gunther Mader (Austria) 


8. Michael Tritscher (Austria) 

9. Mario Reiter (Austria) 

IQ. Marc Girardelli (Luxembourg 


750 pts 

376 

350 

346 

344 

316 

316 

300 

235 

234 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

West Amman, American-style, 4 bedrooms. 4 baths, separate 
maid’s room. Deluxe kitchen, large visitors’ lounge and well-kept 
gardens of 1 dunum and swimming pool with separate shower 
facilities. Beautiful scenery. Suitable for diplomats or companies. 

For more information, please call 841296 
afternoons and weekends. 


PARTNER NEEDED 

For large retail space or showroom in an 
excellent commercial area. Food related busi- 
nesses are unacceptable. 

Call 813741 Evenings. 



New Furnished Duplex For Rent 

Ground Floor Reception, Family. Dining & Guest toilet 
1st Floor 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms & Study 
Garden, Palio Pool, Garage, Services & Telephone 
Contact: 823834 10:00am- 6:00ptn 
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WE ARE NOW ON 

INTERNET 


To all INTERNET usara woridwtda 
and operators of Central Reservation Systems 




Call us through your PC on EMAIL 
TURINO 

TURINO @ at JORDAN. AUTOMAIL COM 

For fnnher details phone us on 816690 - Sweifiyeh 
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SPACER- UP R0Y'ALJORDANtAN ^ 

riiMfijM ^ rsi»u F 

LONDON TOUR 

V: 

From JD 575 5; 

Every Day Except Sunday £ 

* Five Nights Accommodation In Twin ^ 

Room In First Class Hotels ^ 

* Continental Breakfast Every' Day 5 

Round Trip Economy Class Air Ticket ■ ■ 

* Special Offer At Cumberland From JD 635 § 
Prices Are Valid Till 31 March 1995 ^ 

For Reservations Please Call Your Travel Agent ° , 

OR gfl 

Tel: 688075 / 668069 / 669068 f 
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Renta Car 


THE SMART MONEY IS ON BUDGET 


LET BUDGET LIGHTEN THE COST. 

FREE 2 DAYS WHEN YOU 

RENT AN OPEL VECTRA FOR 3 DAYS 

FOR RESERVATION AND CONFIRMATION CALL YOUR LOCAL BUDGET OFFICE 

AT TEL : 698191 

OFFER IS VALID THROUGH MARCH 31 .1995 . AND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University 
of Jordan announces that the Intensive 
Course in Modern Standard Arabic for 
Speakers of Other Languages will com- 
mence on January 28, 1995 and will last 
for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive. (Classes 
are in the morning and meet 20 hours 
per week, Saturday — Wednesday). 

Those interested, please call at 
the Language Centre for registra- 
tion or further information. 
Registration begins on Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 1995. 
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Algiers seen cool to 
opposition’s proposal 
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Th' ( S RS (Agencies) — 
*ne offer made by Algeria’s 
jnam opposition groups for 
talks with the military- ba cked 
government brings no new 
elements to the country's 
ta?^>ing crisis, according to 
mitial media reaction Satur- 
“ayto the proposal. 

The government by mid- 
day Saturday had not issued a 
statement m reaction to the 
proppsai made, the previous 
day in Rome but the official 
news agency APS said the 
accord “overall reiterates the 
demands of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS).” 

In a statement described as 
a “national contract," the re- 
ligious and secular Algerian 
opposition, including the 
FIS, called Friday for a 
national conference to be 
held as soon as possible to 
pave the way for free demo- 
cratic elections. 

The initiative was the first 
time opposition groups had 
agreed on a common stand to 
end the country's crisis trig- 
gered by the government’s 
decision three years ago to 
cancel the second round of 
■general elections which the 
FIS was poised to win. 

In Washington, the State 
Department issued a state- 
ment saying that the accord 
was a “significant event" and 
was reached by groups repre- 
senting some 80 per cent of 
Algerians who voted in the 
contested 1991 election. 

It “appears to be a serious 
effort to contribute to the 
establishment of a process 
that could lead to a non- 
violent solution to the Alge- 
rian crisis,” the department 
added. 

But APS said the Rome 
declaration was similar to a 
government offer last year 
for talks ■ with several FIS 
leaders. 


Most newspapers here 
Saturday 1 also appeared in- 
different to the declaration 
saying it represented FIS de- 
mands and brought no new 
elements. 

“The miracle expected in 
Rome never occurred,” said 
the independent daily Ai 
Watan in a front-page edito- 
rial. It added that the Rome 
meeting, sponsored by the 
Sant* Egidio Community, a 
Roman Catholic peace 
group, “would have brought 
nothing new towards restor- 
ing peace.** 

Another independent dai- 
ly, Liberie, said the Rome 
resolution only reflected the 
FTS demands. 

“It does not condemn tcr- 
rorisfti and makes no allusion 
to a truce or an end to the 
bloodbath,” it said. 

It added that the resolution 
was more a “diktat” than an 
offer for future negotiations 
and said the government was 
unlikely to respond positive- 
ly- 

The daily Le Matin said the 
Rome declaration amounted 
to “endorsing fundamentalist 
terrorism” and marked a vic- 
tory for the FIS which did not 
have to drop any of its de- 
mands and could now 
“negotiate from a position of 
power with the government.** 

“One is hard pressed to see 
what kind of parade the gov- 
ernment can put on in answer 
to what has just happened in 
Rome, other than organise 
these suspicious demonstra- 
tions,” the paper said, refer- 
ring to various so-called 
“spontaneous’* pro- 
government marches often 
organised throughout the 
country. 

The daily Al Umma, dose 
to the fundamentalists, said 
the accord reached in Rome 
represented an “important 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemeni president to visit France 

SANAA (R) tt Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh win 
stfitta threenlay visit to France on Sunday as part of a 
European tour likely also to include the NeCieriands and 
Germany, official sources said on Saturday. It will be Mr. 
Saleh's first visit to France since a two-month civil war last 
year in which his forces defeated southern separatists. 
During the war, Paris expressed support for Yemen’s unity 
and Mr. Saleh “will express his country’s appretiation and < 
gratitude for the French stand,” one source said. Mr. Saleh 
would also discuss economic cooperation with France. 
Yemeni businessmen and investors will accompany Mr. 
Saleh to explore prospects of cooperation both in the public 
and private sectors, the sources said. 

Israel would have hit back at Iraq? 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel would have hit back at Iraq if it 
had launched an unconventional attack on (he Jewish state 
during the 1991 Gulf war, former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Saturday. “If we had been attacked with 
unconventional weapons, we would have been forced to 
react militarily," Mr. Shamir told Israel radio ahead of the 
fourth anniversary of the war to free Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. Two people died and hundreds were wounded 
when Iraq hit Israel with 39 Scud missiles in the January 
17-Feb. 28 war, but Israel did not retaliate to avoid 
undermining the anti-Iraq coalition which included Arab 
states. “In the event of an unconventional Iraqi attack, our 
problem was to know when to act, without the agreement 
of the allies if necessary, which would have posed serious 
problems of coordination because we bad to make sure we 
would not cause American casualties,” Mr. Shamir said. 

Fundamentalists condemned at Turk's funeral 

ISTANBUL (R) — Thousands of Turks condemned 
Islamic fundamentalists on Saturday at the funeral of a 
prominent Turkish writer, who died in a bomb explosion. 
Onat Kutlar, 39, died this week of wounds sustained from 
the explosion in a central Istanbul hotel on Dec. 30. An 
outlawed Islamic group, the Great Eastern Islamic Raiders 
— front (TBDA-C), claimed responsibility for the blast, 
which also killed a tour guide and wounded another man. 
Kutlar, a poet and film critic, wrote in Cumhuriyet daily, a 
leading advocate of secularism in predominantly Muslim 
Turkey. Some 5,000 mourners, who gathered in the garden 
of Cumhuriyet editorial headquarters in Babiali district 
early in the morning, marched towards the Tesvikiye 
Mosque where a religious ceremony was held. The 
mourners shouted anti-militant slogans that included 'Tur- 
key will not be another Iran,” “Turkey is secular and will 
remain secular” and “Mullahs to Iran.” Kutlar's body was 
later buried in an Istanbul cemetery. 

Sudan leader fires two officials 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese leader Lieutenant General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir sacked on Saturday two southern 
Sudan officials for financial irregularities involving public 
funds. State Radio Omdurman said Thomas- Kume, gov- 
ernor of unity state in southern Sudan, and his Finance 
Minister David Wal were dismissed over irregularities 
involving about 60 million Sudanese pounds ($143,000). In 
a separate development, the radio reported Gen. Bashir 
swore in the beads of the internal and external security 
organs. It said Hassan Osman Dhahawi, a veteran security 
officer^ had been appointed chief of internal security while 
Nafie Ali Nafie. a civilian state minister in the president's 
office, had been named bead of the external security organ. 

Canadian minister to visit Mideast 

OTTAWA (AFP) — Foreign Minister Andre Onellet will 
visit Lebanon and Kuwait between Jan. 25 and 28 and will 
reopen Canada’s embassy in Bemij his office said Friday. 
Mr Ouellet will meet with visiting delegations of Canadian 
businessmen during the trip hoping to boosttrade and 
investment ties with the region. In ? statement. Mr. Ouellet 
said: “The reopening of our Beirut embassy marks a 
turning point in our relations with Lebanon. It will enable 
Sto strengthen its political andeconomictiK with 
^ country anS to play a more effective rote in the 
instruction work currently under way there - 


step made by a strong opposi- 
tion toward the government. 

“The ball ul-how in tbe 
government's court,” the 
paper said. “It is now neces- 
sary to extend a hand and try 
to use this year to restive tins 

crisis. ” 

Suspected Muslim guerril- 
las abducted and killed an 
Algerian journalist working 
for the government- 
controlled newspaper Al 
Sbaab, the paper said on 
Saturday. 

Abdul Hamid Yahiaoui, 
33, was seized on Thursday as 
he was leaving his home in 
tbe Algiers suburb of Baraki 
to meet a friend, Al Shaab 
said. 

His body was found tbe 
next day with two bullets in 
the head about 100 metres 
from his borne. 

The newspaper said that 
the day before his abduction, 
Yahiaoui bad discussed with 
colleagues the risk of being 
kilted and had said be hoped 
“to die without suffering.” 

He was the third journalist 
to be killed in Algeria this 
month, and at least the 30th 
to die since June 1993, 
according to the French orga- 
nisation Reporters Sans 
Frontiers (Reporters Without 
Borders). 

The Paris-based press free- 
dom watchdog group said it 
wrote to Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual demanding 
that the government take 
adequate steps to protect 
journalists. 

Algerian police have 
arrested tbe Algiers freelance 
correspondent of Italy's 
ANSA news agency and two 
of his children, ANSA said. 

It said Algerian reporter 
Mohammad Zaaf, 49, and his 
two children were arrested 

(Continued on page 3) 

Geagea 
back on trial 
without 
defence 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea, who faces a possible 
death sentence on murder 
charges, went back on trial 
here Saturday without a de- 
fence team. 

The lawyers of his two co- 
defendants, Rafik Saadeh 
and Camille Karam, also 
walked out in protest. “Tbe 
attitude of the court, which is 
contrary to the law, sets a 
dangerous precedent,” they 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Geagea’s last two 
court-appointed lawyers 
dropped out during a hearing 
on Friday. 

The former militia chief, 
whose trial opened Nov. 19, 
is charged with murdering 
rival Christian leader Dany 
Chamoun and his family in 
1990, and with the bombing 
of a church near Beirut in 
February 1994 that claimed 
11 lives. 

His lawyers Mahmud 
Mukhaish and Nazih Shlala 
retired because Mr. Geagea 
told tbe court they “harmed 
his interests” by requesting a 
postponement of the hearings 
on the Chamoun case. 

Mr. Mukhaish argued that - 
the Chamoun charges were 
based upon information 
obtained during the church 
inquiry, and that the case 
should be put off until a 
verdict is reached on the 
church bombing. 

Mr. Geagea, bead of the 
Lebanese Forces militia in 
tbe last five years of the 
1975-1990 civil war, re- 
quested that the hearings 
continue. 



CRASH AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE: The scene early 
Frida; outside the main gates of Buckingham Palace, the 
official residence of die British royal Enmity, where a private 
vehicle cradled, bringing down one of the gates. The driver 


ot tbe Volkswagen Sdrocco, a ana in his 20 b, was being 
krterviewed fry police and the cause of the coHsfcm Ss not 
hmoedwtety dear (AFP photo) 


Shiite 
areas of 
Bahrain 
tense 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Shiite Muslim areas of 
Bahrain were tense Saturday 
after security forces arrested 
48 people in clashes at tbe 
funeral of a demonstrator, 
the country’s exiled Islamic 
opposition said. 

The 48 people were from 
the mainly Shiite village of 
Diraz, where Abdul Kader 
Mohsen Al Fatlawi died 
Thursday in a dash with 
police, the Islamic Front for 
the Liberation of Bahrain 
(IFLB) said. 

The IFLB, in a statement 
received in Cyprus, said 
police made the arrests 
“when they attacked the 
3,000 people atterufing Fatla- 
wi’s funeral.” 

Diplomats and witnesses 
said Thursday’s clashes lasted 
all night in Diraz, Beni Jaro- 
rah, Abu Sibaa, Barbar, 
Jidhafs and Sanabes — Shiite 
communities northwest of 
Manama. 

I* -was the worst violence 1 
since protests broke out in 
the emirate in mid-December 
after the arrest of a promin- 
ent Shiite deric. Sheikh Ali 
Salman, on Dec. 5, the 
sources said. 

TbvTFLB said Saturday 
that the trouble had spread to 
Manama as well as Nouidrat, 
another Shiite community to 
the west. 

The Ahrar liberal opposi- 
tion movement based in Lon- 
don reported several wound- 
ed in clashes on Thursday 
and Friday. Tension was high 
in Shiite villages on Saturday. 

Meanwhile the emir. 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, met Joseph Hoar . 
and Richard Murphy, both 
members of the U.S. Foreign - 
Relations Council, the offi- 
cial Bahraini news agency 
GNA said.. 

The me'eting was also 
attended by Prune Minister 
Khalifa Ben Salman Al Kha- 
lifa, Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Ben Mubarak Al 
Khalifa and Interior Minister 
Mohammad Ben Khalifa Al 
Khalifa. 

Demonstrators on Thurs- 
day called for the return of 
parliamentary democracy 
and for political reforms, as 
well as the release of prison- 
ers, the witnesses and diplo- 
mats contacted by telephone 
said. 


Iraq says 5,000 dead in one 
province because of sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
More than 5,000 people died 
in a single province of Iraq 
last year because of a shor- 
tage of medicine and food 
caused by U.N. sanctions, 
the official news agency INA 
said Saturday. 

It said 339 infants and 192 
children under the age of five 
were among the 5,093 who 
died m tbe southern province 
of Dhi Qar. 

In October, Health Minis- 
ter Umid Mubarak said the 
situation was deteriorating by 
tire day. The infant mortality 
rate bad risen from 12 per 
1,000 in 1989 to as many as 
148 per 1.000 in 1994. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Thursday renewed for 
another two months the crip- 
pling embargo in force 
against Iraq since its August 
1990 invasion of neighbour- 
ing Kuwait. 

Food and medicine are ex- 
empted from the sanctions. 
But Baghdad says it tides not 
have enough funds to import 
tiie country’s needs because 
of tbe embargo on ofl ex- 
ports, its economic lifeline. 

An Iraqi daily launched a 
scathing attack Saturday on 
the U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, saying her 


“lies” and U.S. “theft” were 
to blame for the renewal of 
the U.N. sanctions. 

“Mad Albright is insolent 
and a liar,” the official news- 
paper Al Jumhuriya said of 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, who has charged 
that Iraq still had to return 
military and civilian equip- 
ment stolen during its' inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

“Theft is the speciality of 
senior U.S. officials who 
proclaim in public that the 
Gulf region is a vital zone for 
their interests,” the -paper 
charged. ' 

“It is the United States 
which robs the world today 
and resorts to aggression," 
Al Jumhuriya said. - 

After a dosed door meet- 
ing, Security Council Presi- 
dent Emilio Cardenas of 
Argentina said Thursday that 
“the council has completed 
the 23rd exam of sanctions 
against Iraq... there has been 
ho change in the situation 
whatsoever.” 

“It has been determined 
that the situation has not 
changed in a way that would 
make It credible or 'possible 
to change the sanctions reg- 
ime,” Ambassador Albright 
said. “I think that what is 


important in the council is 
that all members (fid . agree 
that it’s very important for 
Iraq to live up to the Security 
Council resolutions and tire 
commitments it has made.” 

British team to Iraq 

A delegation of British in- 
dustrialists is to visit Iraq in 
February despite die sanc- 
tions on trade with the coun- 
try, the Financial Tunes re- 
ported on Friday. 

Tbe newspaper said tbe 
delegation, which would be 
-in Iraq on Feb. IS, was 1 being 
organised by a commercial 
lobby group called the Iraqi- 
British Interests Group, and 
that it would be going “with 
government backing.” 

However, a Department of 
Trade official said Britain 
had not relaxed the strict 
un -agreed rules governing 
business contacts with Iraq 
that have been in force since 
tire Gulf war. 

Compmiies can supply only 
“humanitarian items'* ~to 
Iraq, such as medical supjHies 
ana baric foodstuffs, she said. 
Even then, the companies 
need a special licence from 
tbe government. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Sri Lankan talks hit Snags 


JAFFNA (Agencies) — The 
Sri Lankan government and 
Tamil rebels failed to make 
headway on a political pack- 
age, as peace talks appeared 
stalled after a third round 
Saturday in this northern re- 
bel stronghold. 

Tbe leader of the govern- 
ment delegation, Kusumsiri 
Balapatabendi, said die two 
rides failed to agree on a date 
to start substantive political 
negotiations but decided to 
extend the current cessation 
of hostilities. 

Government negotiators 
also announced that Col- 
ombo had decided to lift 20 
more items off a list of goods 
banned from northern areas 
controlled by tbe Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga partially lifted 
the economic embargo after 
leading her People’s Alliance 
to victory at tbe August, par- 
liamentary elections in a bid 
to speed up tbe peace pro- 
cess. 

In August the government 
removed almost half the 
items from a list of nearly 50 
banned goods before opening 


negotiations with the LTTE 
aimed at resolving the is- 
land’s long-rnnning ethnic 
conflict in tbe northeast. 

Among the items that were 
removed at that time were all 
medicines, food, sanitary 
napkins and kerosene oiL 
The latest list of items to be 
exempted from the baa in- 
dudes printing machines, toy 
guns and electrical wire. 

However, the government 
was still undecided ou 
whether to lift five other 
items including remote con- 
trol devices, binoculars, tele- 
scopes and compasses, de- 
fence sources said. The 
embargo on fuel will remain. 

After five hours of talks, 
Ms. Balapatabcndi told re- 
porters here that the discus- 
sions were “satisfactory but I 
would not say fully satisfac- 
tory. I expected other things 
to come out of the talks. 

. Shortly after returning to 
Colombo, Ms. Balapatabendi 
acknowledged that tbe latest 
round of talks had not pro- 
duced the same amount of 
success as the previous two 
rounds but rejected sugges- 
tions that talks were dead- 
locked. 


“ft . is not deadlocked. 
Things have not been final- 
ised. There is acceptance , ou 
both sides on tbe issues,” Ms. 
Balap a tabendi told reporters, 
in the Sri Lankan capital after 
arriving from Jaffna. 

However, .the negotiators 
agreed to oontinue their cur- 
rent truce,- journalists said. 

The. journalists, who 
acco mp a ni ed the gover nm e n t 
team to Jaffna, said govern- 
ment and rebel spokesmen 
had told them the two-week 
ceasefire would continue af- 
ter Jan. 22, when it was doe 
to come under review. 

Government negotiators 
said they wanted to start 
peace talks next month. - 
Chief rebel negotiator 
Tamil. Ghelvam said rallcc 
could only commence when 
an important land route to 
the war-ravaged north had 
been opened and an econo- 
mic embargo a gainst the re- 
gion lifted. 

“Negotiations on the poli- 
tical package will < egm once 
the land route is op«m and the 
economic embargo is lifted,” # 
said Mr. Ghelvam, h ead o f 
tbe political section LTTE. 


Lebanon Shiite leader issues ‘Fatwa’ on nuclear treaty 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
spiritual head of Lebanon’s 
Shiite Muslims issued a “fat- 
wa” (religions decree) bar- 
ring Arab and Muslim states 
from signing the nuclear 
N on-P roliferation Treaty 
(NPT) before Israel does so, 
tbe National News Agency 
said. 

Sheikh Mohammad Mahdi 
Shamseddine announced tire 
ban at Friday prayers, tbe 
agency said. 

“I say to Iran and all the 
Anfo and Muslim states that 
it is forbidden to sign tbe 
nuclear treaty until the 
enemy’s nuclear weapon has 
been disarmed,’' Sheikh 

Sbamseddue said. 

The Non-Proliferation 
Treaty comes up for renewal 
in April bid Arab countries 
spearheaded by Egypt are 
demanding that Israel sign if 
they are to sign it. Israel is 


widely believed to hold nuc- 
lear weapons but refuses to 
subscribe to the treaty. 

Sbeikh Shamseddine said 
Arab and Muslim countries 
must also have a role in moni- 
toring Israel’s compliance to 
the treaty. 

“The conditions for peace 
are disarming the enemy and 
forming an international 
observation team that in- 
cludes Arabs and Muslims, 
and after that Arab and Mus- * 
lim states will sign the treaty 
and participate in the interna- 
tional monitoring system,” 
he said. 

“There will be no signature 
of this treaty before those 
conditions are met,” he 
added. 

Sbeikh Shamseddine heads 
Lebanon’s mainstream Shiite 
community, the country's 
biggest religions group. He is 
the only religious leader in 


the country to have spoken 
out on the nuclear non- 
proliferation issue so far. 

Lebanon has in the past 
signed tbe treaty but the gov- 
ernment has not announced 
its stance cm the renewal due 
in April. 

Egypt-Israel row 

Egypt on Saturday conde- 
mned as “mentally retarded" 
an. Israeli foreign ministry 
study which called for harsh 
measures against Cairo for its 
latest policies rowairis the 
Jewish state. 

“It is mentally retarded to 
say Israel will punish Egypt,” 
Foreign Minister Ann Musa 
told reporters. “Thought of 
punishing Egypt smacks of 
naivety and a mentality that 
sends us back years." 

Tbe Israeli policy planning 
department study leaked to 


tbe Haaretz newspaper said: 
“If Egypt continues its nega- 
tive policies, Israel should 
take harsh retaliatory mea- 
sures.” 

Zt recommended that Israel 
persuade the United States to 
reduce aid, suspend' regular 
political meetings during- 
whiefa Cairo is briefed on the 
peace process and takp nego- 
tiations with the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
out of Egypt. 

But Mr. Musa said talk of 
“punishment” was “un- 
acceptable and unrealistic" 
and the Israeli officials re- 
sponsible for the doaxment 
should “reconsider these sug- 
gestions.” 

He considered the matter 
“dosed” and pointed to re- 
marks by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

Mr. Peres said the study, 
published ' in Haaretz on 


Thursday, “does not reflect 
Israel’s policy or any of the 
foreign ministxy’s positions.” 

Bnt relations between 
Israel and Egypt, which in 
1979 became the first 'Arab 
country to make peace with 
the Jewish state, have coded 
considerably over the month. 

Egyptian President Husai 
Mubarak oh Wednesday 
criticised Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's call for 
his country to prepare for war 
in the king. term. - 

Egypt has threatened not 
to Sign the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty tf Israel refuses to Join 
wheat it comes up for renew- 
al. 

Mr. Mubarak aba hos te d a 
mini-Arab summit last month ' 
when he. King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad urged Arab 
countries to slow the rush to 
set up ties with Israel. 


Human chain 
saves paintings 
from fire 

FONTARLIER, France 
(AFP) — Volunteers formed 
a bmnan chain to save print- 
ings, including som e - by 
19th century master Gustave 
Courbet, from a fire ir^J* 
museum, officials said Fri- 
day. Some 95 per cent of the 
works at the museum Pon- 
taxfier, eastern France*- were 
saved after volunteery- camc 

to the rescue Ttonrsctay even- 
ing, a town hall official-said. 

Diana’s friends 
ordered to give 
evidence 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Lawyers are ordering friends 
of Princess Diana to give 
evidence in a law suit over 
secretly shot photographs of 
her in a Ltindon 

gym, Independent Television 
News (TIN) said Friday. The 
pictures, allegedly taken 
without fire p rin ce ss ’ know- 
ledge, were sold to Minor 
Group Newspapers by the 
gym -owner Bryce Taylor. 
They were subsequently pub- 
fished. It is his lawyers who 
are calling tbe Princess of 
Wales’ friends as witnesses, 
said ITN. The princess, 
estanged wife of Prince 
Charles, the Prince of Wales, - 
heir to the British thrafe; is ^ 
suing both the Mirror Group 
and the -gym owner for invar 
star of privacy. The case, 
scheduled to start in a. 
month’s tone is expected to 
hinge on whether or not she 
knew the pictures were being, 
taken. 

Man committed 
after ploughing’ 
car into palad*> 
gate v 

LONDON fAFP) — A 21- ' 
year-old student was commit- 
ted for psychiatric observa- 
tion after crashing his car into 
die outer gates of Queen 
Elizabeth IFs London resi- 
. fierce, Buckingham Palace, 
police said. The queen and 
cither royal family members 
were away when the car ram-, 
-med the huge, ornate metal 
gates at 4:30 a.m., sending 
one of than erasing down 
on its roof arid roaring palace 
guards and staff. The. driver 
was not identified^ ' and a 
Scotland ; Yawl’ spokesman 
said there appeared to have 
been no malice intended. The 
man was interviewed later hi, 

. the day by psychiatrists^! sf" 
nearby police station and was 
then “sectioned to a psychiat- 
ric unit under the Mental 
Health -Act,” said the police 
spokesman. He said no cri- 
minal charges were lodged, 
adding: “This is not a normal 
thing that yon would expect a 
sane person to do.” \ 

: Vatican sacks ■- 
outspoken bishop 

VATICAN CITY (R)— The 
Vatican said Friday it had 
removed a leading liberal 
French bishop from Impost; 
became of his unacceptable 
behaviour and his public 
stance on certain issues. The 
rare sanction was taken after ^ 
Monsignor Jacques Gaflkrt^ 
Bishop of Evreux in Norman- 
dy. since. 1982 . and dabbed 
“the red deric?”, upsfet the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy 
with ins unorthodox views on' 
issues ranging from AIDS to 
workers’ rights. A Vatican 
statement said the 59-year- 
old bishop had aroused 
“anxiety and negative reac- 
tions” through his “be- 
haviour, positions; 'and fre- 
quent trips outside tbe; dio- 
cese.” It said Bishop Gaillot, 
who often aired 1m views in 
tiie media,, refused to. heed- 
'advice and warnings .about 
his. methods. “Unfortunately, -■ . 
tbe bishop did not sbcMdqm- ' • 
self to be ideal to canwtut ^ 
ministry of unity whidfix the 
first task of any bishop,” the 
Vatican sakL ..Some senior 
French clerics said his sackin g 
was 'inevitable because of . 









